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Summary 

Bosworth Links Digs Shackerstone was a community archaeology project organised by the 

Market Bosworth Society and made possible by funds from the National Lottery Heritage 

Fund. The project involved residents of Shackerstone and its wider community in carrying out 

archaeological excavations (test pits) in the spaces they inhabited in order to make new 

discoveries about the history of the places in which they lived. 

The work was carried out by volunteers under the supervision of University of Leicester 

Archaeological Services (ULAS) in private gardens, pasture, orchard and public green spaces 

at Shackerstone, Leicestershire, centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SK 37336 06768. 

Nineteen 1m sq. test pits were excavated. In most instance, test pits were dug through a 

sequence of turf, topsoil and subsoil, stopping when the natural ground was reached. Three test 

pits identified archaeological features, including two areas of medieval pebbled surface and a 

possible medieval pit or ditch. Part of a modern brick wall footing and modern layers of burnt 

material and building rubble were found in three other test pits. Altogether, 6366 individual 

finds (65.629kg) were recovered, ranging in date from the prehistoric period to the present day. 

Overall, the test pits produced promising results, telling a story of settlement development at 

Shackerstone from at least the 12th century to the present day and revealing hints of earlier 

prehistoric and Roman landscapes. 

The castle site had clear evidence of habitation, including a gravelled surface, from the late 

13th century onwards. Earlier activity was less clear but overall the evidence supported the 

siteôs interpretation as a small 12th century motte and bailey castle. A possible moated site to 

the south of the village was also identified as another focus of medieval activity from the 12th 

or 13th century onwards; with strong evidence of habitation at The Old House in the 15th 

century. 

An absence of early post-medieval material made it difficult to identify when the village 

morphed into its present form but settlement across the village from the 18th century onwards 

appeared to match its present layout. To evidence for the post-medieval Shackerstone Hall was 

identified. However, post-medieval pottery from test pits in its vicinity was more likely to be 

associated with the hall than the later estate workers cottages which replaced it in the mid-19th 

century. 

A small assemblage of Roman pottery appeared to be óbackground noiseô indicative of an 

agrarian landscape manured with domestic refuse, whilst a slight scatter of worked lithics also 

represented low-level óbackground noiseô of ad hoc prehistoric activity in the wider landscape.  

The excavation formed part of the broader Bosworth Links Project. The physical and 

documentary archive is held by Leicestershire Museums Services (accession number 

X.A150.2024), the digital archive is with the Archaeological Data Service (under OASIS ID. 

universi1-536524). 
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Bosworth Links Digs Shackerstone: The Settlement on the Robbers 
Community archaeological test pitting at Shackerstone, Leicestershire 

 
Mathew Morris  

Introduction  

Bosworth Links was a community archaeology project established in 2016 by the Market 

Bosworth Society, and made possible by funds from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The 

project aimed to involve residents of Market Bosworth and its wider community in carrying out 

archaeological excavations (test pits) in the spaces they inhabited in order to make new 

discoveries about the history of the places in which they lived. 

This document forms the report for community archaeological test pitting carried out in private 

gardens, orchards, pasture and woodland at Shackerstone, Leicestershire, centred on National 

Grid References (NGR) SK 37336 06768. 

The work was carried out by volunteers under the supervision of University of Leicester 

Archaeological Services (ULAS) on behalf of the Market Bosworth Society, as part of the 

Bosworth Links project. The scope of works was established by the Bosworth Links project 

and set out in a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) produced by ULAS (Morris 2024a).  

Context of the project 

In 2022, the Market Bosworth Society successfully secured funds from the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund to deliver a continuation of the community heritage project Bosworth Links in 

settlements surrounding the town of Market Bosworth ï provisionally identified as 

Shackerstone, Carlton (excavated in September 2022, Morris 2023), Coton (April 2023, Morris 

2024b), Cadeby (September 2023, Morris 2024c), Shenton (April 2024, Morris 2025) and 

Congerstone (planned for September 2025). This would build on the results and research 

outcomes of the first phase of Bosworth Links, carried out in 2017-18 (Morris 2018). 

The aim of the project was for residents of those villages, and their wider community, to carry 

out archaeological excavations (test pits) in the places they live in order to make new 

discoveries about the past history of the area. It was hoped that this would inspire and stimulate 

wider interest in the history of the region and contribute to ongoing academic research into the 

development of settlement, landscape, and demography in Britain. 

The project was carried out by the Market Bosworth Society in collaboration with University 

of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS), who provided technical and methodological 

advice and on-site training and supervision as well as specialist evaluation of the results which 

were reported back to the local community in a programme of outreach events.  

As Professor Carenza Lewis has noted, this type of project is óabout communities, in 

communities, for communities, with communities and by communitiesô (2015, 395). 

Participation was open to everyone who lives in the local and wider community of Shackerstone 

and the surrounding region. This included excavating and/or finds processing and/or helping 

with project planning and organisation. No previous archaeological knowledge or experience 

was needed, with training provided within the project, and there were opportunities for both 

able-bodied and less able people of all ages to take part in a wide range of activities including 

digging into the ground, searching through excavated soil, finds washing, maintaining written 

records and finds cataloguing. 
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Figure 1: Location of study area. 

Shackerstone 
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Site Location, Geology and Topography 

The study area was the village of Shackerstone, which lay approximately 5km north-west of 

Market Bosworth and 21km west of Leicester (Figure 1). 

The project took place in nineteen locations in private gardens, public open spaces and pasture 

around the village (Figure 2). The village is situated in the valley of the River Sense, between 

90-95m aOD. The river is c.200m to the east of the village, flowing from north to south. High 

ground rises to the east (c.130m), north (c.110m) and west (c.110m). 

The British Geological Survey website indicated that the underlying geology around 

Shackerstone was likely comprised of superficial deposits of Mid Pleistocene glaciofluvial sand 

and gravel in the centre of the village and alluvium (clay, silt, sand and gravel) along the line 

of the River Sense to the east of the village. These overlay Mid Triassic mudstone of the 

Gunthorpe Member (BGS OpenScience). 

The Soilscape website indicated that the soils across Shackerstone, where surviving, were 

slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage beneath and around the village with 

loamy and clayey floodplain soils with naturally high groundwater along the line of the River 

Sense to the east (Soilscape 8 and 20, http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/). 

 

 

Figure 2: Test pit locations. 

The red dashed line represents the extent of the historic settlement core as shown on the HER (MLE3227) 
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Historical and Archaeological Background 

Historical Background 

The earliest reference to a settlement at Shackerstone (óSacrestoneô) is in the Domesday Book 

(AD 1086) where it was recorded that Robert Despenser held the village (Morris 1979): 

ñ[Robert Despenser] holds 1İ carucates of land in Sacrestone. There is land [é]. 

There 5 villans have 1 plough. [é] There Robert seized 1İ carucates of land. 

Henry de Ferrers claims them against him. There are 10 acres of meadow. It was 

and is worth 5s.ò 

The placename is believed to been derived from the Old English ótunô meaning farmstead or 

village prefixed with ósceacreô meaning robber ï the settlement where there are robbers (Bourn 

2003). 

By the mid-13th and 14th centuries, the manor was divided between two families, the Danvers 

and the Shepeys, who held the estate from the Hastings family, who in turn held it from the 

Marmions of Tamworth. In 1279, John de Shepey and Walter Danvers held two carucates of 

land and the advowson of the church in Shackerstone, along with two water mills. Ten tenants 

held 9½ virgates from John and Walter in the village, whilst a further seven free tenants held 

11 virgates of land. A third water mill and a fish pond, held by a John Sarazin were also 

mentioned - the pond was first dug by Henry le Sarazin in 1247 and encroached on the Danvers 

land, it was ordered to be filled in but this appears not to have happened (Nichols 1811, 907-

9). 

The village had 41 families in residence in 1564. By 1630, the Hall family were lords of 

Shackerstone, having purchased the Shepey estate. In 1660, the Hallôs estate included the 

capital messuage or manor house, a water corn-mill and fishponds, the rectory, the church and 

the parsonage. In 1788 the Halls still lived in the óold family mansion, round which are the 

remnants of the old moatsô (ibid, 909). In 1829 the family emigrated to Western Australia and 

the estate was sold to Lord Howe in 1843. The manor house burnt down in 1845 and was 

replaced by the Gopsall estate workers cottage on Church Walk. The Danvers family still owned 

the other manor in 1630 but by the late 18th century it had been sold to the owners of Gopsall 

Hall. Then a farm, it was later identified as Arnoldôs Farm, today The Old House. 

Shackerstoneôs common fields were enclosed in 1769. In 1804 the Ashby Canal was 

constructed, circumnavigating the village to the east and north, and in 1873 it was joined by the 

joint London and North Western Railway and the Midland Railway line. This branched at the 

Shackerstone Junction just north of the station with lines running to Ashby-de-la-Zouch and 

Coalville. The railway shut in 1965 and today operates as the Battlefield Line heritage railway. 

Archaeological Background 

The Historic Environment Record (HER) for Leicestershire and Rutland identifies a number of 

known archaeological sites in the study area. A summary of these within a 1km radius is 

provided below. 

Prehistoric 

There was no known prehistoric archaeology in the vicinity of the study area. 

Roman 

There was no known Roman archaeology in the vicinity of the study area. 
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Anglo-Saxon 

There was no known Anglo-Saxon archaeology in the vicinity of the study area. 

Medieval and Post-Medieval 

There were few known medieval or post-medieval remains in the village. The medieval and 

post-medieval historic settlement core (MLE3152) has been deduced using historic maps. It 

surrounds an area bound by the canal to the north, properties along Main Street and Insleyôs 

Lane to the west, a possible moated platform (MLE3124) to the south-west of The Old House 

and Wharf Farm to the east. The area also includes St Peterôs church (MLE13047) which was 

first mentioned in AD 1220. The present Grade II* listed building has a 15th century west tower 

with the rest rebuilt in 1845. 

North of the village, between Station Road and the Canal is a large earthwork mound with a 

flat top (MLE3121, Figure 3), possibly a castle mound or a óprospect mountô associated with 

landscaped garden earthworks and fishponds (MLE3122) for Shackerstone Hall (MLE3141). It 

is 40m in diameter at the base and has a flat area 20m across on top. A ditch up to 2m deep 

encircles it with the exception of a 12m causeway on the south-west side. The earthwork is a 

Scheduled Monument (1008542). In 1940, the ARP dug a trench into the mound and dug out a 

rectangular chamber in the centre. No finds were recorded but there was evidence for a central 

post c. 1ft 2in (0.35m) in diameter. Hoskins (1950) considered the site to be a 12th-century 

castle. More recently, Creighton has interpreted the site as a prospect mound (1997), but has 

since reinterpreted it as a probable castle (1998). 

 

Figure 3: LiDAR data (1m DTM) showing surviving earthworks around Shackerstone. 

Data: Environment Agency 2023 

To the north of the church, and south of Station Road, is the documented site of Shackerstone 

Hall (MLE3141), a mansion house first mentioned in 1660 as the capital messuage of the Hall 
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family. Nichols provides a drawing of the hall and a sketch plan showing the óruins of the hallô 

between the Church and ómountô (1811, plate CXLIII and Fig. 18). 

South of the village and east of Congerstone Lane are a complex sequence of fishponds and a 

small moated site (MLE3124). The 1851 tithe map (Figure 4) names the area between two of 

the larger ponds 'moat yard' and calls the small moat ówater and osierô. The ponds appear to 

relate to Arnold's Farm (MLE23983, today The Old House) and may be the site of Danver's 

Manor House. 

Finally, on Insleyôs Lane, a large quantity of 12th-14th century medieval pottery and several 

large worked stones which could be a collapsed building were recorded during a watching brief 

(MLE9400, Warren 1999). The pottery included 26 sherds dating to the 12th/13th century, 76 

to the 13th/14th century and 8 to the 15th century. 

 

Figure 4: Detail from the Shackerstone tithe map, dated 1851 

Scale unknown. Source: ROLLR Ti/280/1 (DE76) 

Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of the archaeological work were set out in the Written Scheme of 

Investigation (Morris 2024a) as follows: 

¶ To identify the presence/absence of any archaeological deposits. 

¶ To establish the character, extent and date range and significance of any surviving 

archaeological deposits. 

¶ To record any archaeological deposits to be affected by the ground works. 
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¶ To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits 

and features encountered. 

¶ To record any archaeological deposits and produce an archive and report of any results. 

The main community objectives were: 

¶ To involve local people in excavating archaeological test pits to discover when and 

where medieval settlement took place. 

¶ To inspire and stimulate wider interest in the history of the village by giving people the 

opportunity to take part in a hands-on archaeological project. 

Within the stated project objectives, the principal aim of the work was to establish the nature, 

extent, date, depth, and significance of the heritage assets within their local and regional 

context. 

Research Objectives 

Bosworth Links was an archaeological project organised by the Market Bosworth Society 

which sought to answer questions about the history and archaeology of the market town and its 

surrounding region through a programme of community-driven test pit excavation. 

Market towns, such as Market Bosworth, are quintessential elements of the English countryside, 

providing an important hub for a community much wider than the town itself. In 2017-18, 

community-driven archaeological investigation in Market Bosworth itself proved highly 

successful, giving its residents a unique opportunity to explore their own past, make new 

discoveries about the development of their town and identified previously unknown 

archaeological sites dating back thousands of years to the Bronze Age (Morris 2018). This was 

only one part of a much bigger picture. In the East Midlands, important avenues of 

archaeological research include gaining better understanding of the role towns had as social, 

administrative, industrial and commercial centres within their regional marketing system. To 

do this, it is important to study surrounding settlements which possibly share an infinity with 

the market town. 

A coherent community-driven archaeological study of a market town and its satellite 

settlements has never been carried out before and provides an important opportunity to 

investigate the nature and extent of the townôs influence on the surrounding countryside. For 

instance: 

¶ In the medieval period did villages have a symbiotic relationship with their market town 

(i.e. did the fortunes of one influence the others)? 

¶ Did manorial ownership affect relationships (some settlements shared the same tenants-

in-chief, others did not)? 

¶ The Black Death in the 14th century appears to have had a major effect on settlement 

in Market Bosworth, did it have a similar effect in the surrounding villages? 

¶ Market Bosworth and some of the surrounding villages existed by the 11th century, and 

are mentioned in the Domesday Book, but others are not. When did these villages 

develop? 

¶ Villages like Osbaston and Cadeby have Viking name elements. What evidence, if any, 

is there for Scandinavian activity in these villages? 

¶ Roman activity is known at Market Bosworth (a villa), Carlton (field systems) and 

Cadeby (pottery kiln), what evidence is there for Roman activity elsewhere? 
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It was also possible to establish some initial research objectives derived from the East Midlands 

Historic Environment Research Framework (EMHERF): 

ROMANO-BRITISH (AD 43-c.410) 

5.4.5: What patterns can be discerned in the location of settlements in the landscape? 

EARLY MEDIEVAL (AD c.410-1066) 

6.4.1: What impact may Germanic and Scandinavian immigration have had upon 

established rural settlement patterns, and how may place-name evidence contribute to 

studies of settlement evolution? 

HIGH MEDIEVAL (AD 1066-1485) 

7.2.1: How can we elucidate further the development of nucleated villages, and in 

particular the contribution of the Danelaw to changes in village morphology? 

These research aims were identified based on the current state of knowledge within the area of 

the project. The research aims were re-assessed and updated during the course of the fieldwork. 

For Shackerstone, specific research objectives included: 

¶ Was there a prehistoric and/or Roman landscape beneath the village? 

¶ What was the nature, date and extent of the historic settlement at Shackerstone? 

¶ Did Shackerstone first develop as a linear settlement along Main Street, or was it 

polyfocal, based around two manors to the north and south of the church? 

¶ Could we date activity in the field around the ócastleô? 

¶ What evidence was there for óShackerstone Hallô? 

Methodology 

The excavation strategy employed during Bosworth Links Digs Shenton involved using 

volunteers of all ages, with minimal or no archaeological experience, working under the 

direction of experienced archaeological supervisors. The work followed the methodological 

statement set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the project (Morris 2024a) 

with fieldwork taking place between 28/09/2024 and 29/09/2024. All work was carried out in 

accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Standard for archaeological 

excavation (2023a) and Universal guidance for archaeological excavation (2023b) and adhered 

to their Code of Conduct (2022a). 

A test pit is a small archaeological trench excavated scientifically in a series of layers to recover 

artefacts and cultural material which can tell us something of what was going on in the past in 

the vicinity of the test pit. In the first instance, test pit locations were volunteered by landowners 

and public organisations in the local community. The suitability of each site and the exact 

location of each test pit within its respective property was decided prior to the excavation by 

the project manager, in discussion with the landowner, to fulfil the objectives of the project. 

Each test pit was marked out by the project manager before excavation commenced. 

Test pits each measured 1m sq. Turf was removed and each test pit excavated by hand in a 

series of 0.1m thick layers to the natural substratum or a maximum depth of 1m, dependent on 

which was reached first. All excavation was undertaken with a view to avoid damage to any 

archaeological deposits or features which appeared worthy of preservation in-situ or warranted 

more detailed investigation than for the purposes of the project. All spoil was screened for finds 
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using sieves with a standard 10mm mesh, except for any heavy clay soil which was hand 

searched. Test pit locations were tied into the Ordnance Survey National Grid using appropriate 

methods. Once finished, every test pit was backfilled, and the turf reinstated. 

Test pits were recorded using a pro-forma recording system comprising a 16-page Test Pit 

Recording Booklet devised by ULAS for community test pitting projects. This was modelled 

on a system developed by Access Cambridge Archaeology for use with members of the public 

with no previous archaeological experience. The recording booklet contained pages to plan and 

record individual layers, record the sections of the test pit, locate the test pit and record what 

was found. Where necessary, any complex archaeological deposits encountered were excavated 

and recorded using standard procedures on separate prepared pro-forma recording sheets and 

drawing film. A photographic record of the investigations was created illustrating in both detail 

and general context the test pits excavated and the principal features and finds discovered. The 

photographic record also included 'working shots' to illustrate more generally the nature of the 

archaeological operation mounted. 

All non-metallic, inorganic finds, and bone was washed on site, dried, and bagged separately 

for each layer of each test pit. Subsequently, artefacts from each layer were sorted into find 

groups (i.e. pottery, animal bone, metal, flint etc.) and bagged separately ready for specialist 

analysis. Some finds deemed to have little or no research value (i.e. undiagnostic and/or modern 

building material) were discarded at this stage. Finds considered appropriate for recording, 

analysis and curation included: all pottery, all faunal remains, metalwork, worked stone and 

burnt stone, and all finds pre-dating 1800. Finds appropriate for disposal after recording 

included: all plastic, modern glass, modern metal objects, modern building material and other 

modern items (i.e. batteries, shotgun cartridges, fabric etc.); all unworked stone including 

fossils; and all modern organic material such as wood. All finds work adhered to the CIfAôs 

Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of 

archaeological materials (2020a). 

Archive and Publication 

The project will be recorded on the Leicestershire Historic Environment Record, and will be 

made digitally accessible through the Archaeological Data Service under OASIS ID. universi1- 

536524. Archiving the project adhered to CIfAôs Standard and guidance for the creation, 

compilation, transfer and deposition of Archaeological Archives (2020b) and their Toolkit for 

Selecting Archaeological Archives (2022b). The archive will be deposited with Leicestershire 

Museums Service in due course under the accession code X.A150.2024. The archive contains 

the following: 

¶ A copy of this report (2025-070) 

¶ 19 pro-forma test pit recording booklets and other field notes 

¶ A photographic index and digital photographs 

¶ Finds Records 

¶ 2 boxes of flint, pottery, clay tobacco pipe, glass, metalwork, industrial residues, bone, 

shell and other finds. 

A summary of the work will be submitted for publication in the local archaeological journal 

Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society. An in-depth article 

covering the combined results of the Bosworth Links project will be produced in due course. 
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Test Pit Results 

In total, 19 test pits were excavated across Shackerstone by volunteers of the Bosworth Links 

project (Table 1). On average, test pits were excavated to a depth of 0.6m. The deepest test pit 

was dug to 0.9m and the shallowest to 0.4m. In most instances, test pits were dug through a 

sequence of turf, topsoil and subsoil, stopping when the natural substratum was reached. The 

natural substratum was found in 12 of the 19 test pits. This was generally described as clay, 

clayey sand, clayey sand and gravel or silty sandy and gravel. This was consistent with the 

known geology of the area. 

Features were identified in 6 test pits. Three were archaeological, including areas of pebbled 

surface of medieval date at Test Pit 7 and 15, and a possible ditch or pit of medieval date at Test 

Pit 17. The other features were modern and included a brick wall footing at Test Pit 4, and 

layers of burnt material and building rubble at Test Pits 19 and 20. 

The results of individual test pits are detailed below using the following phasing: 

¶ Prehistoric (< AD 43) ¶ Later Medieval (AD 1400-1550) 

¶ Roman (AD 43-410) ¶ Post-medieval (AD 1550-1800) 

¶ Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1100) ¶ Modern (AD 1800-present) 

¶ High Medieval (AD 1100-1400)  

Table 1: Summary of test pit locations. 

TP 
No. 

Location Grid Reference 
Date 
Excavated 

Max 
Depth 

Natural 
Reached? 

Features? 

1 33 Main Street SK 37367 06975 28-29/09/24 0.9 N N 

2 Parish Green, Main Street SK 37333 06854 28-29/09/24 0.5 Y N 

3 Parish Green, Main Street SK 37325 06837 28-29/09/24 0.5 N N 

4 Parish Green, Main Street SK 37324 06806 28-29/09/24 0.8 Y Brick wall footing 

5 
Cartwheel Cottage, Allotment 
Lane 

SK 37258 06790 28/09/24 0.4 Y N 

6 Elmside House, Allotment Lane SK 37204 06781 28-29/09/24 0.6 Y N 

7 
The Old House (garden), 
Congerstone Lane 

SK 37398 06661 28-29/09/24 0.6 Y Pebble surface 

8 
The Old House (field), 
Congerstone Lane 

SK 37379 06605 28-29/09/24 0.5 Y N 

9 Not excavated - - - - - 

10 61-62 Church Walk SK 37445 06768 28-29/09/24 0.6 Y N 

11 65 Church Walk SK 37485 06765 28-29/09/24 0.5 Y N 

12 4 Church Road SK 37528 06755 28-29/09/24 0.5 Y N 

13 6 Church Road SK 37536 06775 28-29/09/24 0.7 N N 

14 
Bay Tree Cottage, 68 Church 
Road 

SK 37518 06779 28-29/09/24 0.6 Y N 

15 óCastleô field, Station Road SK 37517 06815 28-29/09/24 0.9 N Pebble surface 

16 óCastleô field, Station Road SK 37506 06819 28-29/09/24 0.9 N N 

17 óCastleô field, Station Road SK 37394 06878 28-29/09/24 0.5 N 
Possible pit or 
ditch 

18 
Field on corner of Main Street and 
Station Road 

SK 37363 06843 29/09/24 0.5 N N 

19 Parish Playing Field, Station Road SK 37420 06808 28-29/09/24 0.8 Y 
Layer of burnt 
material 

20 Parish Playing Field, Station Road SK 37438 06803 28-29/09/24 0.5 Y 
Layer of rubble 
and burnt material 
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Test Pit 1: 33 Main Street (SK 37367 06975) 

Test Pit 1 (Figure 5) was dug in an area of front lawn on the west side of Main Street. The 

property and surrounding buildings were brick-built and appeared to be of late 18th or early 

19th century date. The 1851 tithe map lists the property (Figure 4, no. 32) as óhouses and 

gardensô owned by The Earl Howe and leased to Thomas Mead and others. 

 

Figure 5: Excavation of Test Pit 1, looking east. 

 

Figure 6: Test Pit 1, post-excavation, looking north. 
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During the excavation, 0.5m of turf and grey brown sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-5) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.2m of grey orange clayey sand, gravel and building material (mostly 

plaster, Layers 6-7) and 0.2m of grey orange clayey sand and gravel subsoil (Layers 8-9). The 

natural substratum was not reached; no archaeological features were recorded (Figure 6). 

Altogether, 1014 individual artefacts (10.240kg) were recovered from the test pit (Table 2). 

Small assemblages of High Medieval pottery (13th-14th century) and Late Medieval pottery 

(late 14th ï mid-16th century) were present, together with a large assemblage of post-medieval 

and modern pottery (late 17th century ï present). Other finds included modern building 

material, typically fragments of handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th century 

onwards, but also including modern factory-made bricks, wall tiles, roof tiles, roof slates, 

cement, mortar and wall plaster. A small assemblage of clay tobacco pipe, bottle glass and 

garden waste was all of modern date. Undated finds included part of a whetstone,  animal bones, 

scallop and oyster shells, and iron slag 

The small assemblage of pottery from the test pit suggests that the site was peripheral to 

occupation in the medieval period, with some activity nearby from the late 13th century 

onwards. However, the quantity was insufficient to suggest medieval habitation in the 

immediate vicinity of the test pit and the material was most likely incorporated into the soil as 

domestic refuse, introduced to an area of cultivation as manure. The majority of the finds 

suggested that activity at the property did not begin until the late 17th or 18th century. This was 

consistent with the known history of the property. 

Many thanks to Matthew for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over two days on 

September 28-29, 2024 by Henry and Sarah Chase, and Alison, Edward, Harriet and Martin 

Taylor. 

Table 2: The finds from Test Pit 1 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

1 Building Material 1 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Yellow core 

1 Building Material 2 Fe nail & screw Modern  

1 Building Material 8 Mortar Modern  

1 Building Material 30 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc brick with black 
glaze 

1 Garden Waste 2 Fe object Unknown  

1 Garden Waste 1 White plastic Modern  

1 Glass 1 Curved brown glass Modern  

1 Industrial Waste 1 Vesicular slag Unknown  

1 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

1 Pottery 12 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Bone & shell 1 Scallop shell Unknown  

2 Building Material 1 
Brown salt-glazed 
ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Pipe fragment, 16mm 
thick 

2 Building Material 9 Cement Modern  

2 Building Material 59 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Tile, 13-17mm thick, 
inc black glaze 

2 Building Material 3 
Yellow ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tiles, 13-15mm thick 

2 Garden Waste 2 Food wrapper Modern wrapper notes 19p 

2 Garden Waste 1 Metal washer Modern  

2 Glass 4 Curved blue glass Modern  
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Glass 2 Curved brown glass Modern  

2 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

2 Pottery 2 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Pottery 43 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

3 Building Material 7 Bathroom Tiles Modern White glaze 

3 Building Material 6 Cement Modern  

3 Building Material 23 Mortar Modern  

3 Building Material 78 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 

Tiles, 8-15mm thick, 
one stamped 
"éOUGHT", some with 
black glaze 

3 Building Material 2 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

3 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 2.4mm bore 

3 Garden Waste 5 Fe objects Unknown Corroded sheet metal 

3 Glass 1 Curved clear glass Modern  

3 Glass 1 Curved green glass Modern  

3 Glass 1 Curved pale blue glass Modern  

3 Glass 3 Flat clear glass Modern  

3 Pottery 3 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

3 Pottery 42 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

3 Pottery 1 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

4 Bone & shell 4 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

4 Building Material 3 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Brick & tile 

4 Building Material 2 Fe nails Modern  

4 Building Material 4 Plaster Modern Render with white paint 

4 Building Material 76 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

4 Garden Waste 1 Aluminium bottle cap Modern  

4 Garden Waste 1 Cu alloy object Modern Flat sheet, fragment 

4 Glass 4 Curved green glass Modern 
Inc base of bottle 
embossed 'no. 6168' 

4 Glass 2 Flat clear glass Modern  

4 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

4 Pottery 24 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

4 Pottery 1 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

5 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

5 Bone & shell 1 Oyster shell Unknown  

5 Building Material 3 Cement Modern  

5 Building Material 3 Fe object Unknown Possibly forged nail 

5 Building Material 94 
Red ceramic building 
material 

modern Inc tile, 13mm thick 

5 Building Material 2 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate, 1 with hole 

5 Clay Tobacco Pipe 3 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm bore 

5 Glass 4 Curved blue glass Modern  

5 Glass 1 Curved green glass Modern  
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

5 Pottery 13 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

5 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

5 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

5 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

5 Pottery 33 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

5 Pottery 1 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

5 Pottery 1 Staffordshire Slipware Post-Medieval AD 1680-1750 

6 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

6 Building Material 3 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 11m thick 

6 Building Material 1 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Brick 

6 Building Material 213 Plaster Modern 
Wall plaster w/lime 
wash 

6 Building Material 85 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Inc nib tile 

6 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 1.6mm bore 

6 Glass 1 Curved clear glass Modern  

6 Glass 1 Curved green glass Modern  

6 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

6 Pottery 10 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

6 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

6 Pottery 17 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

8 Bone & shell 2 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

8 Clay Tobacco Pipe 6 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm bore 

8 Pottery 6 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

9 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown Vertebrae 

9 Building Material 1 Fe nail Unknown Forged 

9 Building Material 2 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

9 Clay Tobacco Pipe 4 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm bore 

9 Household 1 Possible whetstone Unknown 

Fine grey sandstone, 
oval section & broken 
at both ends, smooth 
outer surface, 28mm by 
25mm and 45mm long 

9 Pottery 4 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 
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Test Pit 2: Parish Green, Main Street (SK 37333 06854) 

Test Pit 2 (Figure 7) was dug in an area of public green space, at the north end of the Parish 

Green, between Main Street to the east and Insleyôs Lane to the west. The 1851 tithe map lists 

the site (Figure 4, no. 26) as a croft (pasture) owned by The Earl Howe and leased to Thomas 

Richards, whilst aerial photographs from the late 20th century show the area under cultivation 

with several large sheds in the area. 

 

Figure 7: Excavation of Test Pit 2, looking east. 

 

Figure 8: Test Pit 2, post-excavation, looking north. 
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During the excavation, 0.2m of turf and brown grey sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-2) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.3m of orange grey sandy silt subsoil (Layers 3-5). The natural 

substratum, grey orange silty sand and gravel, was reached 0.5m below ground level; no 

archaeological features were recorded (Figure 8). 

Altogether, 85 individual artefacts (438g) were recovered from the test pit (Table 3). There was 

a good assemblage of High Medieval pottery (12th-14th century) and small assemblages of 

post-medieval and modern pottery (late 17th century to present). Other finds included modern 

building material, typically fragments of handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th 

century onwards, and Welsh roof slate. A small assemblage of clay tobacco pipe, bottle glass 

and garden waste was all of modern date. Undated finds included a small quantity of iron slag. 

The oldest finds from the test pit were two sherds of Roman pottery (2nd-4th century). 

The assemblage of medieval pottery from the test pit was noteworthy and suggests activity 

nearby from the 13th century onwards, with activity perhaps dating back to the 12th century. 

Taken together with information from Test Pits 3 and 4 to the south, this is a strong indication 

of habitation along the east frontage of Insleyôs Lane in the medieval period. The absence of 

distinct Late Medieval wares might suggest that this habitation had ceased by the 15th century. 

The small assemblage of post-medieval and modern finds was indicative of a site which was 

probably open ground from the late 17th century onwards, with small quantities of domestic 

refuse being imported from elsewhere, most likely as manure into an area of cultivation. This 

was consistent with the known history of the site. 

The Roman pottery sherds were small and abraded. This suggested that they were circulating 

in the soil for a prolonged period of time, and were likely incorporated in to the soil through the 

introduction of domestic refuse as manure, indicating that the area was under cultivation during 

the Roman period. 

Many thanks to the Parish Council for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over two 

days on September 28-29, 2024 by Richard Liddington, Jonah Tallis, Paul Kettell and Paul 

Dimbleby. 

Table 3: The finds from Test Pit 2 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 1 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

1 Garden Waste 4 Plastic tree guard Modern Fragment 

1 Industrial Waste 1 Vesicular slag Unknown  

1 Pottery 1 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Building Material 1 Fe bolt Unknown  

2 Building Material 17 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Vitrified brick 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 1.6mm & 2.4mm bores 

2 Garden Waste 3 Plastic tree guard Modern Fragment 

2 Glass 2 Curved green glass Modern  

2 Glass 2 Flat clear glass Modern  

2 Industrial Waste 1 Vesicular slag Unknown  

2 Pottery 1 
All Romano-British 
pottery 

Roman AD 43-410 

2 Pottery 2 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

3 Building Material 23 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

3 Building Material 1 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 
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3 Garden Waste 1 Fe object Unknown  

3 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

3 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

3 Pottery 6 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

4 Building Material 2 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

4 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

4 Pottery 1 
All Romano-British 
pottery 

Roman AD 43-410 

4 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

4 Pottery 5 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

4 Pottery 2 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 
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Test Pit 3: Parish Green, Main Street (SK 37325 06837) 

Test Pit 3 (Figure 9) was dug in an area of public green space, on the west side of the Parish 

Green, between Main Street to the east and Insleyôs Lane to the west. The 1851 tithe map lists 

the site (Figure 4, no. 26) as a croft (pasture) owned by The Earl Howe and leased to Thomas 

Richards, whilst aerial photographs from the late 20th century show the area under cultivation 

with several large sheds in the area. 

 

Figure 9: Excavation of Test Pit 3, looking east. 

 

Figure 10: Test Pit 3, post-excavation, looking north. 
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During the excavation, 0.2m of turf and brown grey sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-2) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.3m of orange grey sandy silt subsoil (Layers 3-5). The natural 

substratum was not reached; no archaeological features were recorded (Figure 10). 

Altogether, 210 individual artefacts (1.008kg) were recovered from the test pit (Table 4). There 

was a large assemblage of High Medieval pottery (12th-14th century) and small but important 

assemblages of Saxo-Norman pottery (9th-12th century) and Late Medieval pottery (late 14th-

mid-16th century). Small assemblages of post-medieval and modern pottery (late 17th century 

ï present) were also present. Other finds included modern building material, typically 

fragments of handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th century onwards, and Welsh 

roof slate. A small assemblage of clay tobacco pipe, bottle glass and garden waste was all of 

modern date.  

Undated finds included a large assemblage of iron slag. This material was recovered from layers 

3-4 in the test pit along with a large assemblage of medieval pottery.  However, small quantities 

of post-medieval and modern material were also present indicating that the layers were 

disturbed. A smithy is also shown on 19th century maps immediately west of the site, on the 

west side of Insleyôs Lane. This was part of the workshop of the Insley family, late 18th to early 

20th-century coachbuilders whose yard included a wheelwrightôs shop, paint shop, sawing shed 

with pit, shoeing shed, forge, sawing shed, and an office and a store. Given this history, the iron 

slag was most likely a dump of smithing waste from the coachbuilderôs workshop. 

The assemblage of medieval pottery from the test pit was noteworthy and indicates activity 

nearby from at least the 13th century onwards, with activity perhaps dating back to the 12th 

century or earlier; whilst the presence of a single sherd of Saxo-Norman pottery might indicate 

activity nearby in the 10th or 11th centuries. The small assemblage of Late Medieval pottery 

suggests some activity nearby from the late 14th century onwards. However, the quantity was 

insufficient to suggest late medieval habitation in the immediate vicinity of the test pit and it is 

possible that significant activity in the area had ceased by the 15th century. Combined with 

information from Test Pit 2 to the north and Test Pit 4 to the south, this assemblage is a strong 

indication of habitation along the east frontage of Insleyôs Lane in the medieval period. 

The large assemblage of post-medieval and modern finds was indicative of a site which was 

being used for domestic refuse disposal from the late 17th century onwards. This may have 

been associated with a house and garden to the south-east, on the north frontage of Allotment 

Lane, which is shown on the 1851 tithe map, or more recent use of the land before it became 

the parish green. 

Many thanks to the Parish Council for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over two 

days on September 28-29, 2024 by David, Finn, Jack and Jennifer Jenkins, Stephen Bell, 

Stephen Hughes and Paul Ready. 

Table 4: The finds from Test Pit 3 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 18 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

1 Pottery 1 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

1 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

1 Pottery 1 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Building Material 33 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 2.4mm bore 

2 Garden Waste 5 Fe objects Unknown  
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Garden Waste 1 Walnut shell Unknown  

2 Garden Waste 1 Wire Modern bent wire 170mm 

2 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

2 Pottery 2 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Pottery 4 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

2 Pottery 11 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Pottery 1 Stamford ware Saxo-Norman AD 850/900-1150 

3 Building Material 25 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

3 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 1.6mm bore 

3 Garden Waste 1 Wire Modern bent wire 130mm 

3 Glass 2 Flat clear glass Modern  

3 Industrial Waste 2 Hearth slag Unknown  

3 Industrial Waste 3 Hearth slag Unknown  

3 Pottery 9 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

3 Pottery 4 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

3 Pottery 3 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

3 Pottery 1 Medieval sandy ware High Medieval AD 1100-1400 

3 Pottery 2 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

3 Pottery 6 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

4 Building Material 4 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

4 Building Material 2 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

4 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

4 Industrial Waste 30 Hearth slag Unknown  

4 Industrial Waste 1 Vesicular slag Unknown  

4 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

4 Pottery 18 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

4 Pottery 1 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

4 Pottery 2 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 

5 Building Material 3 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

5 Pottery 3 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

5 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

5 Pottery 1 Medieval Shelly Wares High Medieval AD 1100-1400 
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Test Pit 4: Parish Green, Main Street (SK 37324 06806) 

Test Pit 4 (Figure 11) was dug in an area of public green space, on the south side of the Parish 

Green, between Main Street to the east, Insleyôs Lane to the west and Allotment Lane to the 

south. The 1851 tithe map lists the site (Figure 4, no. 25) as a óhouse and gardenô owned by The 

Earl Howe and leased to Thomas Richards, whilst aerial photographs from the late 20th century 

show the area under cultivation with several large sheds in the area. 

 

Figure 11: Excavation of Test Pit 4, looking south 

 

Figure 12: Test Pit 4, post-excavation, looking south 
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During the excavation, 0.4m of turf and brown grey sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-4) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.4m of orange grey sandy silt subsoil (Layers 5-8). The natural 

substratum, grey orange silty sand and gravel, was reached 0.8m below ground level. Along the 

west side of the trench, orientated north to south, was a 0.3m wide linear structure constructed 

from unbonded brick rubble. This was dug into the subsoil and sealed beneath the topsoil and 

was most likely either the footing for a boundary wall or superficial structure, perhaps an 

outbuilding, or a crude drain (Figure 12). The bricks were predominately red and unfrogged, 

measuring 240mm x 110mm x 65mm; some showed evidence of mortar bonding. 

Altogether, 388 individual artefacts (6.050kg) were recovered from the test pit (Table 5). A 

single sherd of Saxo-Norman pottery (9th-12th century) and a small assemblage of High 

Medieval pottery (12th-14th century) were present, together with a large assemblage of post-

medieval and modern pottery (late 17th century ï present). Other finds included a large 

assemblage of modern building material, typically fragments of handmade brick and tile made 

locally from the 18th century onwards, but also including modern factory-made bricks, roof 

slates, cement and mortar. A small assemblage of clay tobacco pipe, bottle glass and garden 

waste was all of modern date. Undated finds included a small assemblage of animal bone and 

iron slag. 

The small assemblage of medieval pottery from the test pit suggests that the site was peripheral 

to occupation in the medieval period, with some activity nearby from the 12th century or earlier; 

with the presence of a single sherd of Saxo-Norman pottery possibly indicating activity nearby 

in the 10th or 11th centuries. The absence of distinct Late Medieval wares suggests that this 

habitation had ceased by the 15th century. The quantity was insufficient to suggest medieval 

habitation in the immediate vicinity of the test pit and the material was most likely incorporated 

into the soil as domestic refuse, introduced to an area of cultivation as manure. However, taken 

together with information from Test Pits 2 and 3 to the north, this material is a strong indication 

of habitation to the east of Insleyôs Lane in the medieval period. 

The large assemblage of post-medieval and modern finds was indicative of a site which was 

being used for domestic refuse disposal from the late 17th century onwards. This was consistent 

with its known history and was probably associated with the house and garden shown on the 

1851 tithe map, or more recent use of the site. The brick wall footing identified on the west side 

of the test pit broadly corresponds with the property boundary for the house and garden which 

occupied the site in the 19th century. 

Many thanks to the Parish Council for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over two 

days on September 28-29, 2024 by Emma Harris, David Liew, Evelyn Grimes, Nick Grant and 

Ruby Shealy. 

Table 5: The finds from Test Pit 4 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 1 Cement Modern  

1 Building Material 22 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

1 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe bowl Modern Fragment 

1 Garden Waste 4 Plastic Modern White 

1 Glass 2 Curved blue glass Modern  

1 Glass 2 Curved clear glass Modern 
Inc curved with dotted 
pattern 

1 Industrial Waste 1 Hearth slag Unknown  

1 Pottery 1 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

1 Pottery 1 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Bone & shell 4 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

2 Building Material 2 Fe object Modern Probably wire nail 

2 Building Material 33 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Brick 

2 Building Material 1 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm bore 

2 Garden Waste 1 Plastic Modern 
White plastic with 
green decoration, 
fragment 

2 Garden Waste 2 Plastic Modern Clear fragment 

2 Garden Waste 1 Plastic Modern Black plastic wire tag 

2 Glass 1 Curved pink/red glass Modern  

2 Glass 3 Flat clear glass Modern 1-3mm thick 

2 Industrial Waste 2 Hearth slag Unknown  

2 Pottery 1 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Pottery 3 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Pottery 1 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 

3 Building Material 1 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 12mm thick 

3 Building Material 2 Cement Modern  

3 Building Material 1 Fe object Modern Probably wire nail 

3 Building Material 46 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

3 Building Material 4 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

3 Garden Waste 2 Aluminium foil Modern  

3 Glass 1 Curved clear glass Modern  

3 Glass 1 Curved green glass Modern  

3 Pottery 1 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

3 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

3 Pottery 8 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

4 Building Material 1 Cement Modern  

4 Building Material 16 Cement Modern  

4 Building Material 1 Fe object Modern Probably wire nail 

4 Building Material 1 Mortar Modern  

4 Building Material 75 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc curved pipe, 25mm 
thick; nib tile, 13mm 
thick 

4 Building Material 6 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

4 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 1.6mm bore 

4 Glass 2 Curved clear glass Modern  

4 Pottery 5 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

4 Pottery 8 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

4 Pottery 2 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

5 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown 
1 x animal tooth, 2 x 
bone fragments 

5 Building Material 1 Fe object Modern Probably wire nail 

5 Building Material 6 Mortar Modern  
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

5 Building Material 53 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

5 Building Material 8 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

5 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 1.6mm bore 

5 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

5 Glass 1 Flat green glass Modern  

5 Pottery 3 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

5 Pottery 5 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

5 Pottery 20 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

5 Pottery 1 St Neots ware Saxo-Norman AD 850/900-1150 

6 Building Material 1 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

6 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm bore, 3mm bore 

7 Building Material 2 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

8 Building Material 2 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  
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Test Pit 5: Cartwheel Cottage, Allotment Lane (SK 37258 06790) 

Test Pit 6 (Figure 13) was dug in an area of back lawn on the south side of Allotment Lane. The 

property was brick-built and appeared to be of late 18th or early 19th century date. The 1851 

tithe map lists the site (Figure 4, no. 18) as a óhouse and gardenô owned by The Earl Howe and 

leased to Richard Clarke. 

 

Figure 13: Excavation of Test Pit 5, looking north 

 

Figure 14: Test Pit 5, post-excavation, looking north 
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During the excavation, 0.2m of turf and brown grey sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-2) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.2m of pink grey silty sand subsoil (Layers 3-4). The natural 

substratum, grey pink clayey sand (Layer 5), was reached 0.4m below ground level; no 

archaeological features were recorded (Figure 14). 

Altogether, 133 individual finds (568g) were recovered from the test pit (Table 6). A single 

sherd of Saxo-Norman pottery (9th-12th century) and a small assemblage of High Medieval 

pottery (12th-14th century) were present, together with a single sherd of Late Medieval pottery 

(late 14th ï mid-16th century) and a large assemblage of post-medieval and modern pottery 

(late 17th century ï present). Other finds included modern building material, typically 

fragments of handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th century onwards, but also 

including roof slates, cement and mortar. A small assemblage of clay tobacco pipe, bottle glass 

and garden waste was all of modern date. Undated finds included a small assemblage on animal 

bone. 

The small assemblage of pottery from the test pit suggests that the site was peripheral to 

occupation in the medieval period, with some activity nearby from the 12th century or earlier. 

However, the quantity was insufficient to suggest medieval habitation in the immediate vicinity 

of the test pit and the material was most likely incorporated into the soil as domestic refuse, 

introduced to an area of cultivation as manure. Modern landscaping in the garden had levelled 

and terraced it so that it was higher than the adjacent farmland and this may have affected the 

distribution of the artefacts. The majority of the finds suggested that activity at the property did 

not begin until the late 17th or 18th century. This was consistent with the known history of the 

site, which appears to have been built in the late 18th century or early 19th century. 

Many thanks to Mike Johnson for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over one day 

on September 28, 2024 by Christine and Grahame Coombs, Judith Day and Paul Ready. 

Table 6: The finds from Test Pit 5 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 3 Mortar Modern  

1 Building Material 9 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc tile, 11mm thick, 
yellow core 

1 Garden Waste 1 Plastic Modern Fragment 

1 Garden Waste 1 Toy dining chair Modern 
Purple plastic, 15mm 
high by 10mm 

1 Pottery 1 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

1 Pottery 2 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

2 Building Material 2 Fe nails Modern  

2 Building Material 42 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe bowl Modern Base with spur 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 2.4mm bore 

2 Garden Waste 1 Plastic Modern Fragment 

2 Garden Waste 1 Plastic Modern Fragment 

2 Glass 2 Curved brown glass Modern  

2 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern 
Frosted on one side, 
privacy glass? 

2 Pottery 16 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

2 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Pottery 1 Midland Yellow Ware Post-Medieval AD 1500-1725 

2 Pottery 34 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Pottery 1 St Neots ware Saxo-Norman AD 850/900-1150 

2 Pottery 1 Staffordshire Slipware Post-Medieval AD 1680-1750 

2 Pottery 1 
Tin-glazed 
Earthenware 

Post-Medieval AD 1700-1800 

4 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

4 Pottery 3 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

4 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

5 Building Material 1 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 
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Test Pit 6: Elmside House, Allotment Lane (SK 37204 06781) 

Test Pit 6 (Figure 15) was dug in an area of back lawn on the south side of Allotment. The 

property and surrounding buildings were brick-built and appeared to be of late 18th or early 

19th century date. The 1851 tithe map lists the property (Figure 4, no. 20) as a óhouse and 

gardenô owned by The Earl Howe and leased to William Radford. 

 

Figure 15: Excavation of Test Pit 6, looking north 

 

Figure 16: Test Pit 6, post-excavation, looking north 
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During the excavation, 0.4m of turf and dark brown grey clayey silt topsoil (Layers 1-4) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.2m of yellow grey silty clay subsoil (Layers 5-6). The natural 

substratum, grey yellow clay, was reached 0.6m below ground level; no archaeological features 

were recorded 

Altogether, 608 individual finds (3.908kg) were recovered from the test pit (Table 7). A small 

assemblage of High Medieval pottery (12th-14th century) and Late Medieval pottery (late 14th 

ï mid-16th century) was present, together with a large assemblage of post-medieval and modern 

pottery (late 17th century to present). Other finds included a large assemblage of modern 

building material, typically fragments of handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th 

century onwards, but also including roof slates, cement and mortar. A small assemblage of clay 

tobacco pipe, bottle glass and garden waste was all of modern date, including a copper alloy 

upholstery nail and a copper alloy 4-hole button. Undated finds included a small assemblage of 

animal bone and iron slag. 

The small assemblage of pottery from the test pit suggests that the site was peripheral to 

occupation in the medieval period, with some activity nearby from the 12th century onwards. 

However, the quantity was insufficient to suggest medieval habitation in the immediate vicinity 

of the test pit and the material was most likely incorporated into the soil as domestic refuse, 

introduced to an area of cultivation as manure. The majority of the finds suggested that activity 

at the property did not begin until the late 17th or 18th century. This was consistent with the 

known history of the property. 

Many thanks to Fiona Sykes for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over one day 

on September 28-29, 2024 by Vicki Barton, David Mottram, Richard Yates and Ray Smith-

Hargreaves. 

Table 7: The finds from Test Pit 6 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 41 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

1 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 
x1 = 3mm bore & x 1 = 
2.4mm 

1 Garden Waste 1 Bottle cork Modern  

1 Garden Waste 1 Galvanised iron strap Modern 
Folded, 14mm wide 
with drilled holes 5mm 
diameter 

1 Garden Waste 1 Plant pot fragment Modern  

1 Garden Waste 1 Plastic Modern From shoe? 

1 Glass 2 Curved clear glass Modern  

1 Glass 1 Curved pale blue glass Modern  

1 Glass 2 Flat clear glass Modern  

1 Pottery 12 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

1 Pottery 2 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

2 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

2 Building Material 4 Fe object Modern Probably nail 

2 Building Material 1 Mortar Modern  

2 Building Material 62 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Brick 

2 Building Material 1 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 2.4mm bore 

2 Garden Waste 1 Plant pot fragment Modern  
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Glass 1 Curved brown glass Modern  

2 Glass 1 Curved clear glass Modern  

2 Glass 1 Curved pale blue glass Modern  

2 Glass 8 Flat clear glass Modern  

2 Glass 2 Flat pale blue glass Modern  

2 Household 1 Upholstery nail Modern  

2 Industrial Waste 1 Hearth slag Unknown  

2 Pottery 10 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

2 Pottery 1 Medieval sandy ware High Medieval AD 1100-1400 

2 Pottery 41 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

3 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

3 Building Material 12 Cement Modern  

3 Building Material 3 Fe objects Modern 
Inc bolt, lawn staple & 
nail 

3 Building Material 9 Mortar Modern  

3 Building Material 109 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Inc tile, 13mm thick 

3 Clay Tobacco Pipe 4 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 
x2 = 1.6mm bore, x2 = 
2.4mm bore 

3 Garden Waste 2 Aluminium foil Modern  

3 Garden Waste 1 Garden string Modern  

3 Garden Waste 2 Plastic Modern Melted 

3 Glass 1 Curved brown glass Modern  

3 Glass 3 Curved clear glass Modern  

3 Glass 1 Curved white glass Modern Translucent 

3 Glass 8 Flat clear glass Modern  

3 Industrial Waste 1 Vesicular slag Unknown  

3 Personal Adornment 1 Button Modern 
4-hole button, 18mm 
diam. 

3 Pottery 6 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

3 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

3 Pottery 41 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

3 Pottery 6 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

4 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

4 Building Material 15 Mortar Modern Grey 

4 Building Material 26 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

4 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe bowl Post-Medieval 
Broken bowl, broken 
heel, 2.4mm bore, prob 
18th century 

4 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe stem Modern 1.6mm bore 

4 Glass 1 Curved green glass Modern  

4 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

4 Pottery 4 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

4 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

4 Pottery 20 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

5 Bone & shell 7 Misc. animal bone Unknown Inc fragment of jaw 

5 Building Material 7 Mortar Modern  

5 Building Material 54 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc curved tile, 17mm 
thick 

5 Glass 1 Curved green glass Modern  

5 Pottery 4 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

5 Pottery 1 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

5 Pottery 14 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

5 Pottery 1 
Staffordshire 
creamware 

Post-Medieval AD 1730-1850 

5 Pottery 5 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

6 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

6 Building Material 2 Mortar Modern  

6 Building Material 10 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

6 Glass 2 Curved green glass Modern  

6 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

6 Industrial Waste 1 Hearth slag Unknown  

6 Pottery 5 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

6 Pottery 1 Staffordshire Slipware Post-Medieval AD 1680-1750 
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Test Pit 7: The Old House (garden), Congerstone Lane (SK 37398 06661) 

Test Pit 7 (Figure 17) was dug in an area of lawn immediately north of The Old House, 

approximately 45m south of Church Road. The property appeared to be of 18th and 19th century 

date, with at least three phases of construction and further modern improvements. It may also 

have older internal structures. The 1851 tithe map lists the property (Figure 4, no. 10) as a farm 

including óhouse, buildings, yards etcô owned by The Earl Howe and leased to Ralph Arnold. 

The property originally stretched along most of the south frontage of Church Road and also 

included a rickyard, garden, yard and outbuildings (nos 11, 13 and 14), collectively known as 

Arnoldôs Farm. The site is also thought to be the location of the manor house of the Danvers 

family in the medieval period. 

 

Figure 17: Excavation of Test Pit 7, looking south-east 

During the excavation, 0.2m of turf and dark brown grey sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-2) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.2m of orange brown silty clay subsoil (Layers 3-5) mixed with gravel, 

mortar and other modern building material, including a large block of stone in the north section 

(Figure 18 & Figure 19). Part of a brick surface or drain was observed in the south-west corner 

of the test-pit. This appeared to be dug into the subsoil approximately 0.2m below ground level. 

At 0.4m below ground level, a clay-bonded pebble surface was uncovered (Layer 6), beneath 

was grey orange sandy clay (Layer 7). The natural substratum, mottled grey and greyish red 

clay, was reached 0.6m below ground level. 

Altogether, 655 individual finds (9.675kg) were recovered from the test pit (Table 8). A small 

assemblage of High Medieval pottery (12th-14th century) and a large assemblage of Late 

Medieval pottery (late 14th ï mid-16th century) was present. No post-medieval or modern 

pottery was recorded. Other finds included a large assemblage of modern building material, 

typically fragments of handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th century onwards, 

but also including modern factory-made bricks, roof tiles, roof slates, cement and mortar. One 

tile fragment had animal pawprints, probably a cat, fired into the surface. A small assemblage 

of clay tobacco pipe and bottle glass was all of modern date, whilst a copper alloy shoe buckle 

was probably of 17th-18th century date. Undated items included an assemblage of animal bone 
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and oyster shell. The oldest material recovered was three worked flints of probable prehistoric 

date. 

 

Figure 18: The pebble surface in Test Pit 7, mid-excavation, looking south 

 

Figure 19: Test Pit 7, post-excavation, looking north 
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The finds from this test pit must be treated with some caution. The area was formerly farm yard 

associated with Arnoldôs Farm before becoming garden in the latter half of the 20th century. 

The topsoil was not original to the site and the subsoil was extensively reworked and may have 

also been imported from elsewhere. This would be consistent with the curious absence of post-

medieval or modern pottery, despite its close proximity to an 18th century farmhouse. Taking 

this evidence into consideration, finds from the top 0.3m of the test pit (Layers 1-4) are not 

included in the following interpretation. 

The pebble surface appeared to be in-situ archaeology. The subsoil immediately overlying the 

surface (Layer 5) produced a significant assemblage of Late Medieval pottery (the largest from 

any test pit in the village). A significant assemblage of Late Medieval pottery was also 

recovered from the surface itself, together with a small assemblage of High Medieval pottery. 

This would indicate habitation in the immediate vicinity in the late 14th-15th century. However, 

due to the later reworking of the soil above the pit it was impossible to tell whether this activity 

continued in the early post-medieval period (i.e. if there was continuous occupation at the site 

up to the construction of the 18th century farmhouse). The 12th-14th century pottery was of 

mixed quality and entirely residual within Late Medieval layers. However, the small 

assemblage suggested that the test pit was close to occupation, and the material was most likely 

incorporated into the soil as domestic refuse, introduced to an area of cultivation as manure. 

Combined with information from Test Pit 8 to the south, this might suggest habitation moved 

northwards from the moated site to the present site of The Old House (Arnoldôs Farm) in the 

late 14th century. 

The worked flints were debitage, flakes removed during tool manufacture and maintenance. It 

represents a low-level óbackground noiseô of prehistoric activity in the wider landscape. 

Many thanks to the Maggi Churchill for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over 

two days on September 28-29, 2024 by Robin Matthewman, Joe Laughlin, Sonja Cooper, 

Jordon Starbuck and Isobel Starbuck. 

Table 8: The finds from Test Pit 7 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 1 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Brick 

1 Building Material 4 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc tile, 12-14mm thick, 
grey core 

1 Building Material 1 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

1 Lithic 1 Flake Prehistoric ID 

2 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

2 Bone & shell 1 Oyster shell Unknown  

2 Building Material 1 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 28mm thick 

2 Building Material 2 Fe objects Modern Probably nails 

2 Building Material 13 Mortar Modern Grey 

2 Building Material 1 Mortar Modern Yellow 

2 Building Material 298 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc tile, 15-25mm thick; 
brick, 60mm thick 

2 Building Material 1 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Nib tile, 15mm thick, 
25mm thick at nib 

2 Building Material 3 Roof slate Modern 
Swithland slate, nail 
hole 

2 Building Material 1 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

2 Building Material 1 
Yellow ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 15mm thick 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe bowl Modern Fragment 
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 3 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm diam, with spur 

2 Glass 3 
Curved pale green 
glass 

Modern  

2 Lithic 2 Flakes Prehistoric ID 

2 Personal Adornment 2 Shoe buckle Post-Medieval 

Sub-rectangular frame 
with a separate iron 
centre bar, copper alloy 
stud chape and a 
copper alloy pin, 17th-
18th century. 32x22mm 

3 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

3 Bone & shell 1 Oyster shell Unknown  

3 Building Material 8 Mortar Modern Grey 

3 Building Material 51 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc tile, 15-20mm thick, 
blue core 

3 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

3 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

4 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

4 Building Material 5 Mortar Modern Grey 

4 Building Material 46 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Inc tile, 15mm thick 

5 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

5 Building Material 1 
Grey ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 8mm thick 

5 Building Material 5 Mortar Modern  

5 Building Material 99 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Inc nib tile, 15mm thick 

5 Building Material 8 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Tile, 10mm thick.  
Animal pawprints, 
probably cat 

5 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

5 Pottery 25 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

6 Bone & shell 1 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

6 Building Material 25 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Inc tile, 15mm thick 

6 Pottery 1 
Chilvers Coton óCô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1200-1475 

6 Pottery 16 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 

6 Pottery 2 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 

7 Bone & shell 15 Misc. animal bone Unknown clear butchery lines 
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Test Pit 8: The Old House (field), Congerstone Lane (SK 37379 06605) 

Test Pit 8 (Figure 20) was dug in an area of pasture 50m south of The Old House, approximately 

100m south of Church Road. The 1851 tithe map lists the property (Figure 4, no. 210) as a 

pasture called óMoat Yardô owned by The Earl Howe and leased to Ralph Arnold. The field 

was part of Arnoldôs Farm, thought to be the location of the manor house of the Danvers family 

in the medieval period. The Historic Environment Record for Leicestershire and Rutland 

describes the site as a complex sequence of earthworks including a possible moat, fishponds 

and osier beds. Ridge and furrow earthworks can also be seen to the west and south of the 

moated area, and possibly within the moat itself (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 20: Excavation of Test Pit 8, looking south-west 

 

Figure 21: Test Pit 8 post-excavation, looking north 
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During the excavation, 0.2m of turf and dark brown grey sandy silt topsoil (Layers 1-2) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.3m of orange brown clayey sand subsoil (Layers 3-5). The natural 

substratum, yellow orange clay, was reached 0.5m below ground level; no archaeological 

features were recorded (Figure 21). 

Altogether, 38 individual finds (106g) were recovered from the test pit (Table 9). A small 

assemblage of Roman pottery (2nd-4th century) and a large assemblage of High Medieval 

pottery (12th-14th century) was present. No post-medieval or modern pottery was recorded. 

Other finds included a small assemblage of modern building material, typically fragments of 

handmade brick and tile made locally from the 18th century onwards. A small assemblage of 

bottle glass was of modern date. Undated items included a small assemblage of animal bone. 

The large assemblage of medieval pottery from the test pit was worn but noteworthy and could 

indicate activity nearby from the 12th century onwards. This would support the idea that this 

field, enclosed by a possible moat, was the site of medieval habitation in the 12th-13th centuries. 

Some caution must be placed on this interpretation because LiDAR shows hints of possible 

ridge and furrow earthworks within the moated area. This would indicate that it was once 

farmland. However, the ridge and furrow could still pre-date the finds assemblage and represent 

an area of arable land which was taken out of cultivation in the 12th century to provide the 

space for the moated site. 

There was noticeably less late 13th-14th century pottery, which might indicate that the site was 

more peripheral to habitation during this period, whilst the absence of material from the Later 

Medieval period onwards would suggest that all habitation had ceased by the 15th century, with 

the area probably given over to pasture (preventing the introduction of domestic refuse into the 

soil as manure). Combined with information from Test Pit 7 to the north, this would suggest 

habitation moved northwards to the present site of The Old House (Arnoldôs Farm) in the late 

medieval period. 

Many thanks to Maggi Churchill for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over two 

days on September 28-29, 2024 by Judy Smithers, Jacqui Monk, Les Monk, Erica Statham and 

David Statham. 

Table 9: The finds from Test Pit 8 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Glass 1 Flat clear glass Modern  

2 Building Material 1 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

2 Glass 2 Curved green glass Modern  

3 Building Material 1 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

3 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

3 Pottery 4 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 

4 Bone & shell 3 Misc. animal bone Unknown  

4 Pottery 1 
All Romano-British 
pottery 

Roman AD 43-410 

4 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 

4 Pottery 3 Medieval Shelly Wares High Medieval AD 1100-1400 

4 Pottery 11 Potters Marston Ware High Medieval AD 1100-1300/50+ 

5 Building Material 1 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

5 Pottery 1 
All Romano-British 
pottery 

Roman AD 43-410 

5 Pottery 2 
Chilvers Coton óAô 
Ware 

High Medieval AD 1250-1395 
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

5 Pottery 3 Medieval sandy ware High Medieval AD 1100-1400 
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Test Pit 10: 61-62 Church Walk (SK 37445 06768) 

Test Pit 10 (Figure 22) was dug in an area of front lawn on the north side of Church Walk. The 

property and surrounding buildings were brick estate workerôs cottages built by the Gopsall 

Estate in the mid-19th century. The 1851 tithe map lists the property (Figure 4, no. 2) as 

ócottages and gardensô owned by The Earl Howe and leased to Samuel Ridgeway and others. 

The Historic Environment Record for Leicestershire and Rutland identified that the property 

was situated close to the site of the former Shackerstone Hall, the post-medieval mansion house 

owned by the Hall family from the 17th-19th centuries, and possibly the site of the manor house 

of the Shepey family in the medieval period. 

 

Figure 22: Excavation of Test Pit 10, looking north 

 

Figure 23: Test Pit 10 post-excavation, looking west 
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During the excavation, 0.3m of turf and dark brown grey clayey silt topsoil (Layers 1-3) was 

removed. Beneath was 0.3m of orange brown clayey sand and gravel subsoil (Layers 4-6). The 

natural substratum, yellow orange clayey sand and gravel, was reached 0.6m below ground 

level; no archaeological features were recorded (Figure 23). 

Altogether, 367 individual finds (6.294kg) were recovered from the test pit (Table 10). A small 

assemblage of Late Medieval pottery (late 14th - mid-16th century) was present, along with a 

large assemblage of Post-Medieval and Modern pottery (late 17th century onwards). Other finds 

included a large assemblage of modern building material, typically fragments of handmade 

brick and tile made locally from the 18th century onwards, but also including roof slates, 

cement, mortar, nails and lead flashing, and modern factory-made bricks. A small assemblage 

of clay tobacco pipes, bottle glass and garden waste (including a hair grip) was of modern date. 

The small assemblage of pottery from the test pit suggests that the site was peripheral to 

occupation in the medieval period, with some activity nearby from the late 14th century 

onwards. However, the quantity was insufficient to suggest medieval habitation in the 

immediate vicinity of the test pit and the material was most likely incorporated into the soil as 

domestic refuse, introduced to an area of cultivation as manure. The majority of the finds 

suggested that activity at the property did not begin until the late 17th or 18th century. This was 

inconsistent with the current property, which was not built until the mid-19th century and might, 

therefore, be evidence of earlier activity on the site associated with the former Shackerstone 

Hall. 

Many thanks to Catherine Ball for the test pit location. Excavation was carried out over two 

days on September 28-29, 2024 by Mick Edwards, Laura Ellis and Judith Cadogan. 

Table 10: The finds from Test Pit 10 

Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

1 Building Material 5 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile 12mm thick 

1 Building Material 2 Cement Modern  

1 Building Material 1 Fe nail Modern  

1 Building Material 1 Lead flashing Unknown Offcut 

1 Building Material 30 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Inc tile & frogged brick 

1 Glass 4 Curved clear glass Modern  

1 Pottery 3 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Building Material 8 
Black ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile 

2 Building Material 4 Fe nail Modern Wire nails 

2 Building Material 12 Mortar Modern  

2 Building Material 23 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 1 Clay tobacco pipe bowl Modern Fragment 

2 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 
2.4mm and 1.6mm 
bores 

2 Garden Waste 2 Metal fittings Modern Electrical fittings 

2 Glass 2 Curved black glass Modern Opaque 

2 Glass 16 Curved clear glass Modern  

2 Glass 2 Curved green glass Modern  

2 Personal Adornment 1 Hair grip Modern  

2 Pottery 3 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

2 Pottery 2 Modern Earthenwares Modern 
AD 1800-present, plant 
pot 
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Layer Category No Description Period Notes 

2 Pottery 36 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

2 Pottery 2 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

3 Building Material 1 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Purple tint 

3 Building Material 17 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Inc tile, 12mm thick, 
black glaze 

3 Building Material 4 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

3 Clay Tobacco Pipe 2 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 1.6mm bore 

3 Garden Waste 3 Fe object Unknown  

3 Garden Waste 2 Plant pot fragments Modern  

3 Garden Waste 1 Toy boot Modern 
White plastic, 20mm 
long 

3 Garden Waste 1 Wall paper Modern Fragment 

3 Glass 7 Curved clear glass Modern  

3 Glass 2 Curved green glass Modern  

3 Glass 3 
Curved pale green 
glass 

Modern  

3 Personal Adornment 1 Hair pin Modern  

3 Pottery 3 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

3 Pottery 39 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

3 Pottery 2 
Staffordshire 
Manganese Mottled 
Ware 

Post-Medieval AD 1680-1780 

4 Building Material 8 
Blue ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 10mm thick 

4 Building Material 2 Mortar Modern  

4 Building Material 23 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern Brick 

4 Building Material 3 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

4 Clay Tobacco Pipe 3 
Clay tobacco pipe 
stems 

Modern 
x1 = 3mm bore & x2 = 
1.6mm bore 

4 Garden Waste 1 Fe object Unknown  

4 Glass 1 Curved brown glass Modern  

4 Pottery 3 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

4 Pottery 9 Modern Earthenwares Modern AD 1800-present 

6 Building Material 2 
Black ceramic building 
material 

Modern 
Vitrified brick, 110mm x 
70 mm 

6 Building Material 28 
Grey ceramic building 
material 

Modern Tile, 10mm thick 

6 Building Material 23 
Red ceramic building 
material 

Modern  

6 Building Material 3 Roof slate Modern Welsh slate 

6 Garden Waste 1 Fe object Unknown  

6 Pottery 2 
Black glazed 
earthenware  

Post-Medieval AD 1650-1750 

6 Pottery 3 Midland Purple Ware Late Medieval AD 1375-1550 
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Test Pit 11: 65 Church Walk (SK 37485 06765) 

Test Pit 11 (Figure 24) was dug in an area of front lawn on the north side of Church Walk. The 

property and surrounding buildings were brick-built estate workerôs cottages and the former 

village school, built by the Gopsall Estate in the mid-19th century. The 1851 tithe map lists the 

property (Figure 4, no. 2) as ócottages and gardensô owned by The Earl Howe and leased to 

Samuel Ridgeway and others. 

 

Figure 24: Excavation of Test Pit 11, looking south 

 

Figure 25: Test Pit 11 post-excavation, looking east 








































































































































































































