
               July 2025 

 

Dear Member 

 

Welcome to your July issue of your monthly Newsletter and as usual I hope you will enjoy reading it and 

remind you that your committee is always pleased to receive items and suggestions for subsequent newsletters. 

I am pursuing the work started regarding Blocked Pavements but do not have anything major to report now. 

But I will report any progress in future Newsletters. I have heard from Fiona Blockley of the Leicestershire 

County Council Highways Department regarding the Bull in the Oak petition. Fiona has told me that “we are 

on track with the data collection, realistically there will be no further updates before September with regards 

to this investigation.”  I hope to be able to provide an update in September.  

The Society has been given a portable speaker system known as a QTX QR12PA 

It was previously in the ownership of the Market Bosworth Parish Council who 

acquired it some years ago to use at an outside event. As they had not used it for 

several years it was decided to offer it free to a local Society. In accepting the 

speaker, we did so knowing that we would be able to offer it to other clubs and 

societies for their events, the Remembrance Day Service in the Market Place for 

example. We have replaced the accumulator battery, and the speaker is now 

allegedly able to operate without mains power for up to 12 hours. It comes with 

a wired microphone and two wireless microphones. It is almost identical to the 

one owned by The Free Church. It is also capable of playing music via a pen 

drive/USB Stick. Please share this information with the clubs and societies you are involved with and should 

any wish to use the speaker and microphones then email or call the contact details below. Thank you, Market 

Bosworth Parish Council once again for your generosity.  

Being Summer (and it has been a glorious Summer thus far) we will start not with a meeting report but a 

Summer Visit Report.  

 

Summer Visit to Sharpe’s Pottery Museum and The Magic Attic.  
After arriving at the venue and having paid our discounted entry fee we were made most welcome by the 

informative and knowledgeable guides. Sharpes Pottery Museum and 

The Magic Attic are in the Market Town of Swadlincote. 

Swadlincote's name is derived from the Old English Swartlings 

Cottas, Swartling being a man's name and cottas meaning 

cottages. Past forms of the name include Sivardingescote and 

Swartlincote. Residents sometimes shorten its name to "Swad". 

The Domesday Book of 1086 recorded Swadlincote as a small manor. 

It was part of the parish of Gresley until the 19th century. The first 

record of mineral extraction in the area is from the end of the 13th 

century, but the area remained rural until the industrialisation in the 18th century. The presence of coal and 

clay in the area led to urbanisation, as collieries (such as the Granville Colliery), brickworks and potteries 

came to dominate. These industries continued to expand until the Second World War. One traditional bottle-

shaped kiln survives in Alexandra Road. You may have heard the Gresley Colliery Brass Band in St. Peter’s 

Parish Church, Market Bosworth. The Colliery was located to the south of Swadlincote. 

The fire-clay strata in the coal measures (In lithostratigraphy, coal measures are coal-bearing strata) have a 

high alumina content. Swadlincote is one of only six places in Britain with clay deposits of such quality. This 
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makes it particularly suitable for salt glazing. The properties of the clay mean it is easily shaped into pipes 

that are resistant to sewage. The Public Health Act 1875 created a huge demand for locally produced pipes.  

Our visit began by settling down to watch an information video showing how the factory operated. We saw 

how workers produced items, mostly pipes from clay. After glazing and firing we then saw the finished 

product. Following on from this we were taken on a Guided tour by volunteer Alan who was most 

knowledgeable and helpful answering several questions as we went along. Swadlincote was a mining village 

and within the museum was a section about local mining. I was interested to read that in 1950/1951 the gap 

between coal production and demand was increasing alarmingly. Coal was not only used in many industries 

and to generate electricity it was also a major source of heating for homes. If the UK workforce could not be 

kept warm that winter, then production would suffer, and children would become impoverished and suffer 

privations. The Government encouraged all pits to increase their output and introduced an additional half shift. 

To support the increased desire in output the News of The World offered a 1000 Guinee reward to the pit 

which achieved the greatest increase in productivity between January and April 1951. It was won by nearby 

Donisthope Pit. It made me reflect upon how important to the nation was coal in 1951. In the first 3 months 

of this year, 2025 the total UK coal output was merely 31,766.87 metric tonnes by 792 employees. In 1951 

228,000 tonnes were produced by 712,000 employees. How times have changed.  

We saw many examples of the fine work done by the employees of the pottery factory and some of the more 

practical sanitary ware. Some of which came with a special system to prevent access to snakes, which made 

us all laugh. Again, it is difficult to imagine that there were traditional outside loos as shown in the photographs 

in use in Market Bosworth as late as the 1960’s.  

We then split into two groups, some travelling to the Magic Attic whilst others did so after a refreshing visit 

to Sweet Caroline Café which closes for warm food before 3:20 PM.  

The Magic Attic was established in 1987 when a local newspaper decided to downsize its offices and offered 

the records, mostly copies of newspapers to anyone who could use them. The original documents weighed 11 

tons were stored in the attic of a local snooker hall. The Magic Attic’s aims are to preserve the history and 

heritage of the surrounding area by providing an accessible archive to anyone wishing to conduct research for 

whatever reason. Mostly family history but other scholars and students have made use of the databases. 

Newspapers from Alfreton, Ashbourne, Belper, Burton on Trent, 

Derby, and Uttoxeter, the earliest being from 1782, are available. They 

also have over 33,000 photographs including many glass plate 

negatives. The photographs show all aspects of life in the area from the 

1870’s to the present time. Also included are Census returns, birth, 

marriage, death, and burial records, the latter coming from local 

churches. Records from local companies detailing products prices, 

distributions, and board meeting minutes. Naturally, there is also a 

huge collection of maps old and new showing different items such as 

houses, farms, coal fields, factories, etc. Records of local service personnel from the Boar War through World 

Wars One, and Two to the present day are also available. Some of the stored records are shown above left.  

They have created a digitalised record which can be searched by computer. They have used the raw data 

cleverly and have linked death notices to funeral reports which has helped families researching their historical 

trees greatly. They are in the process of adding more data and plan to add birth and marriage data as time goes 

by. It is a huge undertaking. I asked Ron our guide if they were planning to make the data base available on-

line and he ruled that out. There is no appetite to do so, and he explained that he believed the cost to be 

prohibitive. Ron went on to explain that not all the data is on the computers and therefore visitors may also 

access the written records not yet digitalised. It was a hugely impressive collection and set up, if anyone has 

any past relatives in the area The Magic Attic would be an excellent place to start researching.  

Before we left, we took a very short walk along Alexandra Road. There we saw some beautiful buildings being 

put to modern use, which included a Wesleyan Chapel, complete with miniature graveyard. I took numerous 

images of the visit, some are better than others but they can all be viewed here: Sharpe’s Pottery Museum and 

The Magic Attic July 2025 « Market Bosworth Society Remember that the Market Bosworth Community 

Library would be happy to help anyone not on-line to see these photographs. Overall, it was a thoroughly 

interesting and absorbing experience and thank you to our guides Alan and Ron.  

I have also added a link to The Magic Attic Facebook Page on the MBS Facebook Page or you can access it 

here: https://www.facebook.com/magicatticarchive  
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Next Month: Guided Walk around Market Bosworth Country Park followed 

by Tea and Biscuits at Bosworth Hall 
Members may well recall that in October last year we had an amazing lecture by David Luther, Senior Ranger, 

and his team. They were delighted to hear that several 

members had fond memories of the Country Park and 

wanted to hear them all. Sadly, time did not permit the 

telling of all recollections and so we devised a plan. 

David and Ranger Katie Goddard will lead a guided 

walk around the Country Park on the 21st of August 

2025. The walk will start at 2:00 PM followed by tea 

and biscuits at Bosworth Hall at 3:30/3:45 PM. Shown 

left is a picture of the Victorian Boat House, which is 

looking dilapidated now. David is working on a plan to 

renovate the Boat House and last Saturday a working 

party from the local community, some members of the 

Society, met to start work. David is looking for ideas as 

to how to make the Boat House a useful community 

space and has already considered a café, observation 

post and pop-up shop. He would be delighted to hear any ideas you may have and of course any memories 

you have about the Boat House. The cost of the afternoon will be £5.00 for tea/coffee and biscuits. David and 

Katie are not charging for the guided walk but would welcome any donations toward the refurbishment of the 

Boat House.  

Itinerary: 

Guided Walk of Market Bosworth Country Park 

To commence at 2:00 PM meet at the Rangers Station between the Rectory Lane entrance and the Beau Pool  

Free but donations welcome. 

Tea/Coffee and biscuits at Bosworth Hall 3:30/3:45 cost £5.00 per person  

 

Please let me know via email or telephone if you would like to attend.  
 

It is hoped that members not wishing to walk around the Country Park will be able to join those who 

have for a social afternoon where David and Kate will be eager to hear your memories of the Country 

Park. I look forward to seeing you all there.  

 

 

St. Peter’s Church of England Primary Academy  
We were delighted to be contacted by teacher Natalie Perrett who we had organised a guided walk for a couple 

of years ago. This time we were relieved to hear it was just one class and not the 90 plus as last time. The 19th 

of June was during a heatwave and so we had to reduce the length of the walk. Robert Leake and I were the 

guides available, and we decided upon how we would conduct the walk. I elected to go in an anticlockwise 

direction and Robert in a clockwise direction. After meeting at St. Peter’s Parish Church, we divided the 

children and their supporters into to two groups. After a brief talk about safety, we set off.  

The children really enjoyed looking at the houses and buildings and learning about their history. As one might 

imagine they were particularly interested in the Old School on Park Street and took great interest in learning 

about the separation of boys and girls, the two sexes even having their own playgrounds and different lessons. 

They all saw that education was just as good in the 1800’s but a little different to how it is today. They were 

most interested to learn that Park Street was the original village centre and that many of the houses started life 

as wooden structures and had been bricked around.  

Like all children they enjoyed hearing about Daisy the cow and the plumbing arrangements in the tenements. 

They asked some very mature and tricky questions, and it was lovely to be able to share some of the history 

of Market Bosworth with them. Robert also enjoyed guiding the children and again enjoyed sharing some of 

Market Bosworth’s stories with them. The children also enjoyed seeing the St. Peter’s Parish Church timeline 

outside the Parish Hall. Well worth a look if you are walking up that way.  



I was delighted to receive a huge Thank You card made by the children who had clearly taken good note of 

what was being shown and told to them. Here are some images. 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

What a lovely thoughtful way to say thank you, we hope to be able to lead more guided tours for schools in 

the future. If you would like a guided tour or know of a group, family or society who may enjoy a guided walk 

do let the Society know and we will be happy to make the arrngements.  

 

Leicestershire Festival of Archaeology – Guided Tour of the Walled Garden 
The Archaeological Festival Tour was very much over-subscribed with participants from all over 

Leicestershire and beyond. Quite a few people who applied for places have been added to the lists for two 

additional tours which have been arranged for September 11th and 25th. 

A charge will be made of £5 per person which means that tea, coffee and biscuits are included at the end of 

the tour with an opportunity to look at photographs and to ask further questions from Rod Proudman who 

was Head Gardener at the Hall in Bosworth Park Infirmary days, who is one of the guides for the 

tour.  Those attending the tours benefit with free parking for the event, courtesy of Bosworth Hall. 

I have added some feedback as it may help you decide if you too would like to join a tour. 

 

" I thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon, and it was wonderful to have an opportunity to look around the former 

Walled Garden at Bosworth Hall with such a knowledgeable group of guides." 

. 

"We thoroughly enjoyed our afternoon and thought the Team were great and very informative. The tea and 

biscuits were very welcome". 

 

"Thank you for a fascinating tour this afternoon". 

 

If you are interested in joining one of the tours, please contact Robert at robert@robertleake.com or on 

01455 290020. Be warned that there are few spaces available so book early! 

 

Robert Leake 

 

mailto:robert@robertleake.com


St. Peters Parish Church 700th Celebrations.  
As part of the celebrations there have been several information boards located in the churchyard. They tell 

some of the story of St. Peter’s Parish Church. Here is one example which tells readers about the church 

clocks. I remember Robert Leake travelling to the Leicestershire, Leicester, and Rutland Records Office to 

conduct his research.  

 

There has also been a seating area created 

for people to sit and enjoy the views of 

the church buildings and to enjoy the 

peace and quiet of the churchyard.  

More recently it was viewed by the 

Britain in Bloom judges who were 

delighted by the work carried out in the 

Churchyard. A group of volunteers meet 

on the second Saturday of each month 

and carry out tasks assigned by Jane 

Glennon. The work is not too hard and 

it’s a lovely social occasion whilst doing 

some good for the community. Many 

visitors have commented on how well 

kept the churchyard looks and what a 

pleasure it has been to pay it a visit. We 

do weed pulling, trimming, edging, sweeping, planting, pruning all the jobs you would do in your own garden. 

If anyone wants to join in please use the contact email and I will forward your details to Jane, unless you know 

Jane where I am sure she would be pleased to hear from you.  

 

Can You Help? 
Whilst working in the churchyard of St. Peter’s Parish Church I came across an interesting gravestone.  

 

 

The Headstone belongs to William 

and Mary Trivett who departed this 

life in 1843 and 1846 respectively. 

Initially I was intrigued by the 

description of Mrs Trivett as ‘relict’. 

This is an archaic word used to 

describe a widow and has now been 

almost entirely replaced by widow 

and the masculine widower. Relict 

actually means that the person is the 

widow of the deceased and not simply 

a widow. I enjoyed learning about that but then I read on and saw the line “Our time is spent, our glafs is run”. 

I had not heard of the word glafs before. The internet provided no solution and neither did my copy of 

Leicestershire Words, Phrases, and Proverbs (by Arthur Benoni Evans). I wondered if it was common to spell 

glass as glafs but cannot find any other similar spellings. It could be that an f was used instead of two s’s but 

again I cannot prove that. The thought crossed my mind that the mason had made an error. Usually the 

offending character is obliterated and the correct one inserted above or below. Could it be that having realised 

his error the mason decided that a correction would be worse than leaving the word as carved. Over to you! 

Can you solve this mystery? Please use the contact details below and know that I will be very pleased to hear 

from you.  

 



Time for a quiz 
 A little different this time, for some of you it will be very easy but a little trickier for others. The images I am 

about to use were donated to the Market Bosworth society Archive by Mike Tomlinson. In 1966 Mike was 

Head of Chemistry at Ashby Boys Grammar School and the images were taken by one of his pupils, sadly 

unknown, that year . David Wollerton arranged for the photographs to be deposited into the Archive and I am 

most grateful to both Mike and David. Now for the fun part!  

 

1. A very easy one to start with. Can 

you identify these cottages. You 

may claim an additional point if 

you can spot what is missing which 

is there now. An extra point if you 

can identfy the type of stone upon 

which the walls stand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.Not so easy now. This is an iron 

signpost. Give yourselves a point if 

you know where it is located and to 

where it points.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. For three very easy 

points, name the shop and the 

buildings next to it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. What was that? Not so easy now! 

For two points, where are these 

cottages and what was once across the 

road from them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Another easy one, but for a full mark for where and the 

name of the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Another very easy one if you look 

closely. Just one point for this and another 

point if you know those to whom the side door 

belongs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7. This one may have you pumped, sorry stumped. One point for its 

location. Oh, go on then 2 points but the location must be described fully.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Two points on offer here. 

Firstly, one point if you can say 

where it is. Another point if you 

can name the owner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Where is the house which 

is being rethatched. I have no 

idea who the gentleman is 

resting on the wall but do you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

10. This one is so easy I am 

going to make you work for your 

point. First name the cottage 

being rethatched. Secondly name 

the building the chimneys belong 

to top left and the building the 

door belongs to bottom right.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Another easy one. For 

your point, either name whose 

jacket is hanging on the 

scaffolding pole or name the 

building in the background. For a 

generous bonus point what would 

be significantly different should 

the same photograph be taken 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. A dead easy one, for a 

point where are these cottages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

13. This one too is just too 

easy. Where is it and what is it, for 

a point. For an extra point who 

was the first owner and for a 

second bonus point who was in 

situ in 1966. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Where and what for a point.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. Another easy one. What lane is 

this and what is the name of the house to 

the left. If you know who the boy in the 

photograph, I will award another 10 

points. I have no idea who it is, but it is 

not Philip Harrison who lived on 

Southfield Way. Possibly someone who 

accompanied the photographer.  

 

 

 



 

16 A harder one to finish with. I 

want the location and the name. For two 

bonus points can you tell me who was 

living there in 1966? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member of the Market Bosworth Beat Team 
I am sure you will be pleased to know that the Market Bosworth Beat has a new member, PC Smith. PC Smith 

who I am sure will shortly qualify for a forename has 23 years of varied 

experience and was immediately in action. He and PC Charles spotted a vehicle 

parked on double yellow lines. Which as we have explained is a matter for the 

Civil Enforcement Team unless the vehicle is causing an obstruction or is 

dangerously parked. Further checks revealed that the vehicle was untaxed, and 

the driver did not have a licence. The driver was reported for the offenses, and 

the vehicle was seized.  

A good start to his time on the Bosworth Beat. 

Please be sure to give him a cheery ‘hello’ when you see him around.  

Welcome to Market Bosworth PC Smith (who I am sure must have a forename 

– anyone know of it?). 
 

 

 

 

 

Buying and selling tickets – your safety guide 
There has been a huge increase in ticket fraud and as many will be buying tickets on-line for events this 

Summer and Autumn here are some hints and tips to help keep safe.  

We’ve all experienced that mixture of hopefulness and elation that comes with trying to get tickets to a must-

see live event. Because there’s a unique thrill in screaming our hearts out (not there isn’t NP) at an epic concert 

or being there as your team completes a nail-biting last-minute comeback. But that promise of an unmissable 

moment can quickly turn sour if you fall victim to an online ticket scam from an unregulated site, on social 

media, a fan forum or auction platform. 

Don’t let your excitement lead to disappointment. Here’s your checklist to safer buying online. 

 

Use a regulated platform.  
Do your homework: Purchase tickets only through a legitimate and regulated platform. If you are unsure of a 

website’s legitimacy, you can check it by using Get Safe Online’s Check a Website tool. 

• Cover yourself: Ensure platforms offer fan protection with a guarantee should anything go wrong. 

Regulated ticket marketplaces such as viagogo offer a money-back guarantee. Buyers are guaranteed 

to receive valid tickets in time for the event and if an issue arises, viagogo will step in to provide 

comparable replacement tickets or a refund. 

https://www.getsafeonline.org/checkawebsite/
https://support.viagogo.com/articles/61000309340-what-is-the-viagogo-guarantee


• Resist the hard sell and social media: Getting in-demand tickets can feel like a race against time but 

don’t let individual sellers pressure you into a quick purchase. It’s best to avoid buying tickets on social 

media where many sellers are unverified, increasing the risk of scams or counterfeit tickets. Plus, social 

media platforms often lack buyer protection, making it harder to get a refund if something does go 

wrong. 

• Choose 24/7 support: Buy tickets from a regulated site that offers 24/7 customer support to make sure 

help is always available if you experience issues, like trouble accessing your tickets. Round-the-clock 

support also provides peace of mind, knowing you can quickly resolve any unexpected problems. 

• Verify the venue and date: If the event is taking place at a venue unknown to you, then confirm its 

existence through online maps and look for independent reviews. Once you have done so, search the 

original live event announcement or schedule on the artiste or team’s website to make sure dates and 

location align. 

Price check reality: If a deal seems too good to be true, it is. Avoid suspiciously cheap tickets. 

Protect your information! 
• Avoid transfers; pay with credit card: Unless you’re dealing with a trusted or regulated platform, avoid 

bank transfers. Direct payment methods do not provide protection or allow you to track your order, 

they also limit your ability to recoup your money in the case of a scam. Credit cards offer better 

protection. 

• Stick to the platform: Don’t share your contact details with anyone outside of the company you’re 

purchasing tickets from and be wary of any sellers asking you to take the transaction off the platform. 

Any transactions that take place off the platform will not be protected, nor will any information you 

share. 

• Secure sites only: Make sure the website uses a secure connection (https) before entering payment 

details. 

• Don’t display details: Visible barcodes, QR codes and order numbers can lead to your information, or 

the security of your ticket, being compromised. Protect your ticket, cover up any visible information. 

Be vigilant. 
• Save your receipts: Keep copies of all confirmations and payments. 

• Monitor your statements: Watch out for any unauthorised charges. 

• Report fraud immediately: If you suspect fraud, report it to your bank and to Action Fraud 

at actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime or if you prefer, on 0300 123 2040. If you’re 

in Scotland, call Police Scotland on 101. 

By following these tips, you can protect yourself from online ticket scams and enjoy the show without worry. 

Trust your gut and know a little caution can go a long way. 

 

Unsolicited Calls 
I have been asked to make you all aware that there has been a gang or gangs in Stoke Golding targeting the 

elderly or vulnerable. It is not a new problem, but it appears to ebb and flow. Someone will knock at a door 

and offer a discount for tarmac. Usually by the time the door is opened the truck has arrived and the workers 

are already on the driveway. It is always best to check who is at the door. If you have a Ring Doorbell device 

or similar that is easy. If not try to view the caller via a window, an upstairs window may offer a better view 

of your caller and any activity nearby. If in doubt do not open the door. If you are concerned call 101 or if you 

see a crime taking place or are frightened call 999. Never open your door or engage with anyone you are 

unsure about. Keep an eye on neighbours too please.  

 

Market Bosworth Rural District Council Plaque. 
In the May edition of the Newsletter, I set out the genesis of the plaque from the minutes of the Market 

Bosworth rural District Council. I have received some further information from Elliott Fountain of the Records 

Office. Elliott discovered that in the minutes of the 21st of October 1953 the Council 

decided to renew the order for 40 copies of the Rural District Review when the present order expired. Sadly, 

he could not find any copies of the Rural District Review itself. Elliott went on to say the nearest equivalent I 

found in our collections was 3 copies of the Rural District Review for Blaby Rural District Council from 

1968.  It looked like a local magazine which reported on the decisions of Blaby Rural District Council in 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime
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addition to matters of local interest. I found a couple of examples on the National Archives’ Discovery portal 

which listed the Rural District Review as the Journal of the Rural District Councils Association. 

Elliott found an article in the Hinckley Times from Friday 11th February 1955 (via the online British 

Newspaper Archive) about a historic day for Market Bosworth with the presentation of the Chain 

of Office and Coat of Arms to the Council Chairman. 

We have various editions of the ‘Market Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide’ in our Local 

Studies Library (Ref. L914.2 MAR). I found references to the armorial bearings in the following 

editions. On reflection, I wondered if even though it has a slightly different title, the ‘Market 

Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide’ is in fact the same publication as the Rural District Review 

for Market Bosworth. That is an interesting point and one I will follow up when next at the records 

office.  

Market Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide Commemorative Edition 1973 

p.15      Description of armorial bearings of Market Bosworth Rural District Council 
p.16      Photo of offices 

Market Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide 1971 

p.13      Description of armorial bearings of Market Bosworth Rural District Council 
p.14      Photo of offices 

Market Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide 1970 

p.15      Description of armorial bearings of Market Bosworth Rural District Council 
p.16      Photo of offices 

Market Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide 1968? 

p.15      Photograph of MBRDC offices 

Market Bosworth Rural District: Official Guide 1967? 

p.15-16 Description, photograph, and artist’s impression of armorial bearings of Market Bosworth 
Rural District Council (artist’s impression shows recent extension and improvement to the Council 
offices) 
Plenty to look for and at on my next visit.  
I have also received a response from Simon Jones Cultural Services Manager at Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council and Rebecca (Becky) Owen Democratic services manager. Becky 
confirmed that the previous MBRDC Chain of Office is in use as the Chain of Office for the Mayor’s 
Consort. Becky added a few photographs.  

 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/14980580-d6b8-4b6d-b6e1-3e45098bdb95
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/




Becky has invited me to visit The Hub and have a look in the cupboard where Becky has stored some 

interesting things collected over the years. I will report back after I have visited. Becky is recovering from a 

broken foot and I am sure you will all join in with me in thanking her and to wish her a full and speedy 

recovery.  

 

Can You Help? 
I have received this email from Rob Farren and wondered if any members might be able to help. 

Good evening.  

Having scrolled through the 1851 census looking for my ancestors I have discovered one branch whose 

address is recorded as Queens Street, Market Bosworth. (The Farren family lived in Bosworth for many 

decades). Having looked at various maps, both hard copy and online, I have been unable to locate this street. 

Could it have possibly changed name over the years? I wondered if anyone in the society could advise 

please. 

Many thanks and kind regards, Rob Farren. 

 

James I, King of England Trivia Quiz 
 
He was the Sixth (of Scotland) before being the First (of England). Son of Mary Stuart he tried to restore the 

autocracy of the monarchy and succeeded for a while. I wonder how that worked out. 

 

1. James is born in 1566 in Scotland. His mother was the famous Mary Stuart, but who was his father?  

 

a) Lord Darnley 

b) Francois II of France 

c) Lord Bothwell 

d) Earl of Lennox 

 

2. James became King of Scotland in 1567. His father was dead, and his mother was jailed in Lochleven 

Castle. Who governed the Kingdom as Regent for most of the years he was a minor?  

 

a) Earl of Gowrie 

b) Lord Methven 

c) Earl of Angus 

d) Earl of Morton 

 

3. As soon as James became King of England, three serious problems requesting an immediate solution 

presented themselves to him. Which is not one of them?  

 

a) A very strong Parliament who was seeking a larger participation in state and Church affairs 

b) An increase of the Puritan movement who wished to eradicate all Roman Catholics rites from the 

Church. 

c) A Catholic rebellion 

d) A war against Spain 

 

4. In 1598, before he left Scotland, James wrote a book in which he compared Kings to Gods. What is the title 

of this book? (It's also known as 'The Kingly Gift') 

 

Answer:  

 (Two Words) 

 

5. At the beginning of James's reign, Sir Robert Cecil was his chief minister. James, satisfied by Cecil's work 

made him an Earl. Which earldom was attributed to Cecil?  

 

a) Cumberland 



b) Pembroke 

c) Lincoln 

d) Salisbury 

 

6. James married Anne of Denmark in 1589. The royal couple had 6 children (some sources say 9), but James 

was gay. His first favourite was a Scotsman married to Frances Howard, the daughter of the Earl of Suffolk. 

This man rose to power in 1610, but after being accused of murder in 1616, his influence on the King came to 

its end. Who was he?  

 

a) William Seymour 

b) Lionel Cranfield 

c) Robert Carr 

d) Archibald Douglas 

 

7. When James inherited the throne of England, he made important changes to the royal coat of arms. Which 

element appeared for the first time in the third quarter of the English coat?  

 

a) The Unicorn 

b) The French and English quartered arms 

c) The harp of Ireland 

d) The Lion 

 

8. George Villiers was the most famous of James's favourites. Under which name do we know him better? 

 

Answer:  

 (Duke of....) 

 

9. Towards the end of his reign, James' Lord Chancellor was deprived of all his offices for taking bribes. Who 

was this notorious man?  

 

a) Walter Raleigh 

b) Lionel Cranfield 

c) The Duke of Buckingham 

d) Francis Bacon 

 

10. When did James die?  

 

a) 27 February 1625 

b) 27 March 1625 

c) 27 April 1625 

d) 27 January 1625 

 

 
https://www.funtrivia.com/submitquiz.cfm 

 

 

Ferrand Spence 
When contacting Elliott at the Records Office I mentioned that I was looking for any information about 

Ferrand spence (Newsletter 4-25 refers) and Elliot provided the following: 

• We have extensive archive material at the Record Office relating to the Dixie Grammar School 
(also known as Market Bosworth Grammar School). However, I am afraid I have not been 
able to find any records in our collections directly relating to Ferrand Spence. 

• We do have some registers of pupils relating to the Market Bosworth Grammar School. 
However, these relate to periods after 1661-1671 in which you are interested, e.g.  

  



Ref Title Date Extent Description 
DE987/1/1-
4 

Attendance 
Register, 1868-
1892 

1847-1934 
 

Also, letters concerning the work of the school, 
1847 and 1934 

DE633/23 Class 
Attendance 
Registers, 
1912-1916, 
1940, 1941 

1912-1941 (1 
bundle) 

 

  
• Much of the archive material relating to the Dixie Grammar School/Market Bosworth 

Grammar School including for the period in which you are interested is of a legal/financial 
nature or relates to staff as opposed to pupils’ registers, e.g. deeds, manorial court records, 
statutes and rules, appointment of the Governors and Headmaster, etc. 

I shall liaise with Walter Baynes who is the Archivist of the Dixie Grammar School Association 

(http://www.thedgsa.co.uk/) and see if there are likely to be any interesting items in the Records Office. On 

the subject of Walter, I am delighted to report that he is home and making excellent progress toward a strong 

recovery. The series of alumni from the Dixie Grammar School will continue next month with a real 

blockbuster!  

  

Contact Details Please see the website www.marketbosworthsociety.com for information or email on 

info@marketbosworthsociety.com or if you would like to call MBS then 07930149408. Correspondence can 

be sent to Market Bosworth Society, c/o 29 Warwick Lane, Market Bosworth, Leicestershire CV13 0JU.  

Membership subscriptions (single £14.00 joint £21.00) can be paid by BACS/Bank Transfer using the 

following Details. Market Bosworth Society, Virgin Money Sorting Code 82-11-07 account number 

00452350. Please place your surname (and the last three characters from your postal code – if permitted) in 

the reference section. For example, mine would be palmer0ju. 
If you have any items you would like to preserve for future generations, please contact MBS, or any Committee 

member.  

© Market Bosworth Society 2025 

Nigel Palmer 

Chairman 

 

 

Answers to the Photo Quiz. 

 

1. The Alms Houses. What was missing in 1966, the plaque giving details of the donor. The plinth is of 

course Carlton Stone mined by the Romans between Carlton and Shackerstone.  

2. Burton, Measham and Bosworth. It is of course on Barton Lane.  

3. The Co-op. Behind the Old Bank (Midland/HSBC) and to the left B&B at No. 3/Jaffles. 

4. Cottages on Warwick Lane (sometimes mis named as Southfield Way) Opposite the King William IV 

(King Bill) public House.  

5. In the Market Place, on the Square. The door belongs to Richmond House. 

6. No. 9 Station Road, which is still identifiable by the two plaques on the wall. The side door is of course 

Softley’s.  

7. This is the pump outside the two cottages (once the last houses on Shenton Lane before reaching 

Shenton or Coton) on Shenton Lane.  

8. The Market Place as it was The Quality Stores owned by Mr. Tebbutt. I believe the shop to the left was 

owned by Mr Puffer. 

9. The house being rethatched is 9 Sutton Lane.  

10. The cottage is of course Rainbow Cottage. The chimneys in 1966 belonged to the Magistrates Court 

(now the Art Room for the Dixie Grammar School) and the door is to the Police Station. Whilst the 

Police maintain an office in the building it is no longer a Police Station.  

http://www.thedgsa.co.uk/
http://www.marketbosworthsociety.com/
http://www.marketbosworthsociety.com/


11. The jacket belongs to; I have no idea! But the cottage on the right is Corner Cottage 25 Market Place. 

The significant difference is the door is now located on the other end of the wall next to the Alms 

Cottages.  

12. Easiest point in the quiz, Park Street.  

13. The Forge, Park Street. The Wothers family were the first owners in the late 18th Century and in 1966 

the blacksmith/farrier in residence was Clem Phillips.  

14. The Gibbet Bilstone. For a full account visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeW0ERZb1AI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. It is of course Warwick Lane and the house to the left is Lindley House 18 Shenton Lane.  

16. This is the Workhouse Masters House on Shenton Lane. The house is a short walk across the field from 

the workhouse. In 1966 it was separated into two cottages. The one nearest the road was lived in by 

Arthur Drackley and the one on the right Burt Cooling.  

Question 1 Plaque 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeW0ERZb1AI


Wasn’t that fun! If you enjoyed that look out for our lecture in October where we will tell the Story of Market 

Bosworth Shops. Apologies to our younger readers and those who have recently joined us in Market Bosworth. 

We do have some books available with many similar images. I hope even if you could not take part, you 

enjoyed looking at the photographs. Thanks again to David Woolerton and Mike Tomlinson.  

 

 

Answers to the James I Quiz 

 

Answers 

1. a) 

2. d) 

3. c) 

4. The correct answer was Basilikon Doron 

5. d) 

6. c) 

7. c) 

8. Buckingham, he was created Duke of Buckingham in 1623. 

9. d) 

10. b 

 


