
       February 2025 

 

Dear Member 

Here is your February Newsletter. I hope that you will find it contains interesting articles, quizzes and 

information. Please let me have any suggestions or articles for future editions.  

Meeting Report: Murder Most Foul – Vanessa Morgan 

I was unable to attend this lecture due to illness (all now better, thank you) which is a real disappointment as 

I had been looking forward to it for ages. Lynne has given me a full report and Vanessa 

(shown left before her lecture began)  has kindly shared her notes from the evening 

which has enabled me to collect a report about the meeting. It was a good and 

enthusiastic crowd that gathered to hear Vanessa, and she told me afterwards she was 

made to feel very welcome and would love to return to see us again. I am sure that can 

be arranged. Vanessa has compiled a huge database of local murders and has written 

several books and has another one under construction as I type this. I shall add details 

at the end of this article should anyone (and I’m sure they will be many) want to obtain 

a copy. Vanessa entertained members with details of several murders from nearby, Hinckley, Nuneaton, 

Burbage, Newbold Verdon, Coalville, Evington and Thurmaston. Vanessa set out the details of each murder, 

the victim and perpetrator together with the others involved, friends, relatives, lovers, police, and the courts. 

Details of the various methods were given, stabbing, strangulation, poisoning, clubbing (not the going out 

dancing version) and how they were investigated together with the ultimate fate of the murderer, not always 

hanging as we will see later.  

I will include here just one report to set the tone of the evening. This particular murder is very local and was 

reported in The Hinckley News’ on Saturday 9 October 1880. The report continues. “The inhabitants of the 

quiet little village of Newbold Verdon in the neighbourhood of Hinckley have just been thrown into a state 

of great excitement in consequence of a shocking tragedy having been committed in their midst. For some 

time past a collier, named William Arnold, has lodged at the house of a man named Arthur Statham. On 

Sunday week a quarrel took place between Arnold and Elijah Statham, in Arthur Statham’s house. Arnold 

became very violent and taking up a coal hammer, he made a savage attack on Elijah and dealt him a terrible 

blow on the head with his murderous weapon. The unfortunate fellow dropped to the ground, the blow with 

the hammer having inflicted a severe wound on the head. “Elijah was taken to the infirmary but never 

regained consciousness. He was Arthur’s brother and was just nineteen years old. Arthur told the coroner 

that William Arnold had been complaining that Mrs Statham hadn’t laundered his shirt correctly, in, 

particularly the collar. Of course shirt collars were separate items in those days, so she told him that if his 

collar weren’t clean enough he could wear a scarf and she would wash the collar again. Sticking up for his 

mother, Arthur had told William the collar was perfectly good enough. An argument ensued in which Arthur 

hit Arnold and threatened to turn him out of his lodgings. Elijah had then arrived on the scene just in time to 

witness William punch Arthur in the face. It was as he went to his brother’s aid that Arnold picked up the 

coal hammer. 



 

At the Leicester Assizes later that month twenty-two year old William Arnold pleaded not guilty to wilful 

murder and his defence, Mr Reeve, said - “There was not a single peg in the evidence on which the 

prosecution could hang a claim to a verdict for wilful murder. The unhappy prisoner went, and asked for, a 

collar but he could not get one, and because he complained, Arthur Statham, without the least right in the 

world, not only threatened to turn him out of his lodgings, but struck him on the face and head.” Mr Reeve 

then went on to say that Elijah, who was larger in statue than Arnold, then joined in. So, Arnold having 

received – “overpowering provocation took up the hammer and struck the fatal blow.” After retiring for ten 

minutes the jury returned their verdict of ‘guilty of manslaughter under circumstances of great provocation’ 

and William was sentenced to seven years penal servitude. 

The lecture ended in the traditional way with a question-and-answer session with mention of a famous 

Bosworth murder, that of Dr. Robert Pull. Although most likely a murder the perpetrator escaped 

punishment due to lack of evidence. The victim having been buried alive and died of asphyxiation in the 

grave rather than any other means.  

I am always amazed at what people can find to argue about and sadly, as we have learned,  poor Elijah died 

simply because he thought his collar was not up to the standard of cleanliness he expected. Not a good 

reason to die. Some of the other murders were just as remarkable and some a whole lot gorier. Those of us 

not present missed an excellent lecture. More about Vanessa can be found here: 

https://thehistorypress.co.uk/contributor/vanessa-morgan/ and books are available from 

https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/vanessamorgan  

There is a new book planned along the lines of Murders in Derbyshire, and I will be sharing details with you 

when they become available. Thank you Vanessa, for what was an excellently interesting and entertaining 

lecture. Should you wish to include Vanessa as a guest speaker for your group I am most happy to pass on 

your details 

Next Month March 20th 2025 

Annual General Meeting and It’s Your Funeral – Eddy Smallwood. 

It is quite apposite for It’s Your Funeral to follow the AGM where all Committee members may be thrown 

out! This will be my 9th year as your chairman, and it really is time for someone else 

to take over. Don’t be shy, we can have a clean cut or a tapered takeover, your 

choice. So, after the serious business of studying the finances and receiving reports 

it will be lovely to sit back and be entertained in a light-hearted way by our friend 

Eddie, shown left dressed as a medieval doctor. Who will forget his Medieval 

Surgeon or his Medieval Herbs and Medicines? Not me, that is for sure. I don’t 

know if Eddie will be calling for volunteers this time. The timings for the evening 

are below. Please come along to the AGM and support your Committee who do a 

tremendous amount of work in running the Society and booking lectures and 

Summer Visits.  

AGM Doors open at 18:00 for renewals (cash, cheque or card). AGM will be convened at 18:45 

It’s Your Funeral will follow at 19:30 (or there abouts).  

The Society would not exist without you! You make all this possible so please come along and join in the 

AGM and vote for your Committee members.  

https://thehistorypress.co.uk/contributor/vanessa-morgan/
https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/vanessamorgan


Media statement (from Leicestershire Borough Councils) 

 

No collaboration - our residents deserve better, say the leaders of 

district and borough councils in Leicestershire and Rutland County 

Council 

Leaders of the seven district and borough councils in Leicestershire and Rutland County Council 

have issued a joint statement following the announcement by Leicestershire County Council that it 

is unilaterally continuing with its proposal to create a single unitary authority for Leicestershire, 

albeit changed from what it had previously suggested, and now without any inclusion of Rutland. 

The Leaders of the district councils and Rutland County Council said: “We are extremely 

disappointed that the County Council is continuing with its proposal to create one single unitary 

council for the whole of Leicestershire with no discussion or engagement with other councils. Our 

residents deserve better.  

“This goes against the expectations of Ministers and the intent of the government’s white paper on 

how it wishes to see local government reorganisation developed. 

“We don’t believe the current system is broken, but if it is to change then we believe one single 

county unitary serving 800,000 residents, one of the largest in the country, would be too remote, 

too cumbersome, too inaccessible and ultimately inefficient and unsustainable.  

“It is pleasing to see that the County Council have at least listened to Rutland who have made it 

clear that they do not want to be part of a large, unwieldy single unitary for Leicestershire. This 

rehashed proposal doesn’t address the expectation that change should be coterminous with 

health, fire and police or that the government expect local government reorganisation proposals 

that include Rutland. 

“Instead, the district councils in Leicestershire and Rutland County Council are working together 

and engaging with stakeholders to develop proposals which will deliver localised, high-quality, 

efficient and sustainable public services for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. 

“Our proposals, which we will submit before the deadline of 21 March 2025, will set out how many 

new councils would strike the right balance between size and maintaining a strong local 

connection to communities. We must, and we will, keep the local in local government. 

“Any new unitary councils should reflect the way people live their lives in that area and be aligned 

to where people live, work, shop and play. 

“We are therefore exploring options for smaller unitary authorities which will serve our local 

communities’ needs better, but also enhance their future prosperity  

“Our proposals will be evidence led and backed by engagement with local communities, 

businesses and organisations. We will ensure they all have a meaningful voice in the process. 

“Local democratic accountability in any new structures is also important, elected members are 

representatives for communities they serve. 



“As the first initial deadline is very tight, we are carrying out some initial engagement with 

stakeholders who represent a wide range of people, communities and sectors to help shape our 

interim plans.  

“A more comprehensive package of public engagement will follow this summer, and Government 

will also carry out a consultation on any final proposal so there will be ample opportunity for people 

to get involved. 

“We want what is best for our residents of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland and our door 

remains open to the County Council to work together on achieving this.”  

ENDS 20 February 2025 

 Notes to editors 

The leaders of the district and borough councils and Rutland County Council are listed below. 

•        Cllr Terry Richardson, Leader of Blaby District Council 

•        Cllr Jewel Miah, Leader of Charnwood Borough Council 

•        Cllr Phil Knowles, Leader of Harborough District Council 

•        Cllr Stuart Bray, Leader of Hinckley and Bosworth District Council 

•        Cllr Pip Allnatt, Leader of Melton Borough Council 

•        Cllr Richard Blunt, Leader of Northwest Leicestershire District Council 

•        Cllr Samia Haq, Leader of Oadby and Wigston Borough Council 

•        Cllr Gale Waller, Leader of Rutland County Council  

Can You Help 

There are two this month, both most interesting. Firstly: 

Hello 

I have recently found some interesting old photographs of my family from Market Bosworth. 

My Great grandma was Edith Jane Jackson from I think the Cow pastures farm in Market Bosworth, but I 

also have old photographs from the Common too. I am trying to put together a little more information about 

the Jackson family. Edith Jane Jackson married John Grove Marklew we believe from NUNEATON. 

If you have any information or someone who I could contact that would be great. 

Sally-Ann Veasey ( nee Marklew) 

 

I am sure that we can help to fill in some of the gaps for Sally-Ann or perhaps put her in touch with local 

members of that branch of the Jackson family.  

 

And secondly: 

 

Good morning,  

I'm trying find a little about Bosworth House when it was a convalescent home. My mother is 77 and was 

sent there to convalesce when she was a child. Do you have any photos of when it was a home ??  She 

would love to see them. Thank you in advance if you're assistance.  

Kind regards  

Michelle Spencer  

 



We are sourcing a copy of ‘One of the Best’ a book about the Bosworth Park Infirmary, but I would like to 

hear from any member who was in the BPI convalescing between 1950 and 1965. Memories would be great 

photographs fantastic.  

Please use info@marketbosworthsociety.com or 07930149408 to pass on any information you may have. 

  

New Years Resolutions 

By now most resolutions will have been broken and normality reigns. I did come across a good way of 

getting and keeping fit so thought I might share it with you. 

  

 

mailto:info@marketbosworthsociety.com


Public Rights of Way – Have your Say! 

Leicestershire County Council is responsible for over 1,915 miles (3,084km) of public rights of way, 

including paths in both the countryside and urban areas. These are important for leisure, travelling to work 

or school, health and wellbeing and are part of what makes Leicestershire a special place to live, work and 

thrive. Although Leicestershire’s rights of way network have developed over hundreds of years, the Council 

recognises that it needs to meet the current and future requirements of the public. Every council responsible 

for public rights of way must have a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP).  

 This spring, the Council will be reviewing our existing ROWIP and producing a draft document which sets 

out a long-term vision to develop and manage the public rights of way network in 

Leicestershire. Engagement is an important part of this process, and the Parish Councils knowledge will be 

invaluable in informing the ROWIP. The Council is keen for you to provide input as part of the public 

engagement exercise by helping identify the priorities you feel should be included. You can do this by 

completing a survey and Social Pinpoint mapping exercise on Leicestershire County Council’s Have Your 

Say Webpage https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement/rights-of-way-

improvement-plan which will be live from 12 noon Wednesday 19th February 2025. Remember, that you 

can enjoy a friendly welcome, cup of tea or coffee and get on-line at the Market Bosworth Community 

Library.  

Meet and Greet Market Bosworth Police 

Market Bosworth has a dedicated beat team who cover several villages as well as Market Bosworth, 

Newbold Verdon, Desford, Markfield, Groby, to name but a few. If you do not know the officers here is a 

photograph with their names. Please say hello when you see them or give them a wave as they drive past. 

From left to right: PC 658 Charles, PCSO 6018 Muldoon, Sgt Paterson, PC 1242 Cunningham, PCSO 6501 

Sidiropoulos (Nikos).  

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/rights-of-way
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/rights-of-way
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement/rights-of-way-improvement-plan
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-engagement/rights-of-way-improvement-plan


In January they have been working on three key aspects which have been highlighted during community 

engagement events: 

Priority 1 - Anti-Social Behaviour 

Priority 2 - Road safety – numerous reports of overweight vehicles and speeding motorists within the 

villages.  

Priority 3 - Rural crime including burglary will always be a priority for the area of NH29 beat. We continue 

to work closely with our partners and ensure that local contacts throughout the towns and villages are kept 

up to date. With proactive patrols and having specialist trained wildlife officers, we are able to focus on the 

issues that are more specific to our rural beat locations. Due to the large geographical rural area that the beat 

consists of it is important that we offer crime prevention advice and keep our towns and villages updated 

with current threat and crime trend patterns. If you are on-line you can register to receive the monthly 

newsletter (which is almost as good as this one) here: https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/  

An appeal has been made after a burglary at a farm in Stapleton, Leicestershire. Officers are appealing for 

information after a rural outbuilding in Stapleton was broken into. A green John Deere ride-on tractor 

mower, two electric bikes and a large quantity of power tools were stolen during the incident. The burglary 

is believed to have taken place sometime between Wednesday 8 January and Friday (24 January). PC Nick 

Taylor is investigating the incident and would urge anyone who saw any suspicious vehicles in the area of 

Chapel Street between the dates mentioned to get in touch. If you have been approached by someone selling 

similar items, we would like to speak to you. He said: “From enquiries we’ve carried out so far, it’s believed 

that this was a targeted incident. The barbed wire fences were cut and this may have been seen by someone 

driving by at the time. If you remember seeing anything, please contact us. Anyone with any information is 

asked to contact PC 845 Nick Taylor on 101 or report via http://leicspolice.link/D1v9h, quoting crime 

number 25*47890. 

 

But it’s not all hard work, we seized a photo opportunity in Carlton, capturing a moment at the Gate Hangs 

Well without any violation of the drink-ride limit by horse or rider. 

Thank you for your hard work in keeping us as safe as you can.  

 

80th Celebration of VE Day  

I have received advanced notification that Leicestershire Country Parks plans to light a Beacon Brazier at 

Bosworth Battlefield country park at 21:30 (9:30 PM) 8th May 2025. This will be a free public event 

(parking charges apply) and will be advertised through our normal social media channels.  

Worth making a note in your diary, the last beacon was a great community event.  

https://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/
https://s-url.co/tTYbAA


 

Yet another Dixie Mathematician. 

Dr. Robin W. Lardner. 

 

Robin W, Lardner was born in 1938. At that time, his family were living in Barton-in-the Beans. 

 Robin joined the Dixie Grammar School in September 1949 in Johnson House 

and the following year his academic prowess was recognised by awarding him a 

Form Prize for coming second in Form 25A, making him one of the brightest 

pupils of that year’s intake.  

 

He was also a keen and successful sportsman, performing well in the 1952 Sports 

Day, especially in the Field Events. He won the Junior Boy’s Javelin with a throw 

of 107 feet 10 inches, (32.87 metres) came second in the Discus and third in the Shot Put. He also joined in 

other School activities, helping the Drama Society with the staging and lighting for their performance of 

Oliver Goldsmith’s “She Stoops to Conquer” at the Kirby Muxloe Community Centre. 1953 sees Robin 

 



playing for the School’s Rugby Football 1st Team as “a hard working forward who is always up with the 

play and a hard tackler”.  

 

In 1954 he was appointed a Sub-Prefect and records show that he had become a keen Chess player. The 

following year he was promoted to a Full-Prefect and for the first time he is shown as being selected to play 

cricket for the School’s 1st Team. Aged sixteen he won a State Scholarship, the youngest pupil at Dixie ever 

to be awarded this Honour. He was also awarded the School’s Advanced GCE Prize for passing in three 

subjects. Robin left in 1956 to join St. John’s College, Cambridge on an Open Scholarship. As a parting gift 

he presented a copy of “Mathematical Analysis” to the School’s Library, giving one an idea of the path his 

career would follow. 

 

Robin quickly settled down to University Life and soon became a member of the Old Bosworthian’s Club 

there. In the 1957 September issue of The Wolstanian congratulations and good wishes were sent to him as a 

result of him getting a First Class Pass in the preliminary Maths Exam. So he is off to a good start! 

Following in the footsteps of Dr. John Dougherty he became Dixie’s second “Wrangler” in two years. (A 

"wrangler", specifically at the University of Cambridge, refers to a student who achieves a first-class 

honours pass in the Mathematical Tripos exam. The undergraduate course, called the Mathematical Tripos, 

is a three-year or a four-year course. If you graduate after three years, you receive the BA degree.) In 1958 

he married Glenda Wood at Coalville and they lived in Cambridge whilst Robin continued his studies. In 

September 1959, the School reported that Robin had passed with distinction Part 3 of the Maths. Tripos and 

had been awarded the “Mayhew” Prize. (The Mayhew Prize is awarded annually by the Faculty of 

Mathematics, University of Cambridge to the student showing the greatest distinction in applied 

mathematics.) 

In March 1960, The Wolstanian reports that Robin has been awarded the W. Meek Scholarship for Research 

and the Slater Student Scholarship. (The W. Meek Scholarship is open to Graduates of Cambridge 

University or holders of the Certificate of Advanced Study in Mathematics, which was the equivalent of a 

master’s degree, who propose to undertake research as registered Graduate Students in any branch of study 

within the University with preference being given to those studying the Physical Sciences and Mathematics. 

A number of Slater Student Scholarships are awarded each year to assist Merchant Navy ratings, Electro 

Technical Officers (ETO), Workboat and Yacht crew to study for the STCW Officer of the Watch, deck or 

engine qualifications.)  

 

The Dixie Grammar School Association has in its Archive a press cutting, dated we think in 1965, which 

reads as follows:- 

“EX-DIXIE SCHOLAR FOR COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. R. W. Lardner, formerly of Ibstock, who was a pupil at the Dixie Grammar School, Market Bosworth, is 

flying to New York on August 16th  with his wife and two young children, to work in the Research 

Department of Columbia University.  

He has had a distinguished career at St. John’s College, Cambridge, where he was the top science graduate 

and won numerous awards. He also completed two years research at the Cavendish Laboratory. 

In addition to securing an Honours Degree in Mathematics he won the Wright Mathematics Prize three times 

and the Hocking Electricity Prize.” 



 

Little is known of Robin’s early days at Columbia University or of his time at The Simon Fraser University, 

where he also worked, but it is apparent that he developed an interest and a great understanding of 

Mathematical Modelling, in particular oceanic currents and their effect on pollutant spillages of all kinds, 

especially oil. Along with his colleagues he published many, many  

important research papers on this subject. Here is a summary of one such paper:- 

 

A model of residual currents and pollutant transport in the Arabian Gulf 

Author R.W Lardner †, W.J Lehr, R.J Fraga, M.A Sarhan 

 

A pollutant transport model is presented for the Arabian Gulf, with particular relevance to the portion of the 

Gulf adjacent to the coast of Saudi Arabia. The model has been developed specifically for oil spill 

simulations, but it can be adapted to other pollutants. The residual currents in this part of the Gulf are 

dominated by wind-forcing, and part of the model consists of a computation of the mean wind-driven 

currents for each month. This is achieved by first solving the shallow-water equations (using a finite 

difference algorithm) for the depth-averaged velocities, and then solving the momentum equations for the 

vertical velocity profiles. The pollutant transport part of the model includes surface spreading of the slick, 

evaporation and dispersion into the water column, convection, and both horizontal and vertical dispersion 

of the pollutant plume. The model is applied to the simulation of a 5000-barrel surface spill in the Marjan 

offshore oil field. 

† Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada. 

 

Robin’s work in this field meant that he co-operated closely with many other organisations such as The 

Orion Corporation in developing computer model predictions of the progress of the spread of these events. 

He was closely involved with an incident in 2021, thought to be the second-largest oil 

 



 

 
pollution incident in the Eastern Mediterranean Levantine basin. This was considered to be the oil leakage 

from the Syrian Baniyas power plant, during which 12,000 tons of oil were released. At the operational 

phase, the everyday predictions of oil drift were provided using the MEDSLIK and MEDSLIK-II models in 

the framework of an agreement between the Mediterranean Operational Network for Global Ocean 

Observing System (MONGOOS) and the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the 

Mediterranean (REMPEC). In this work Robin and his colleagues presented a novel post-operational 

comprehensive model-based analysis, conducting a SAR validation in two model outputs: the MEDSLIK 

and the Open Drift models. Each simulation is initiated with the operationally acquired EMSA-CSN and 

ESA SAR images. Moreover, the high-resolution met-ocean fields (CYCOFOS, SKIRON) were used to 

force the oil drift and transformation in both models. The spill was developed under the calm-wind 

conditions that prevailed during the incident. They found that the boundary sea currents developed on the 

periphery of the Lattakia eddies (anticyclonic and cyclonic) were responsible for the fast westward 

spreading of the oil spill offshore in the NE Levantine, the north-south pathway bifurcation, and re-landing 

of  oil in 

the extended coastal area of Lattakia. 



 

A full report is available on-line through the ResearchGate information hub, 

(https://www.researchgate.net/) along with other reports such as “Numerical Models for Oil Spillages in the 

Black Sea and the Adjacent Sea of Azov”, “The dispersion of radioactive effluent in the Eastern 

Mediterranean from a hypothetical accidental spill from the nuclear power plant at Akkyyu”, “Monitoring 

and forecasting oil platforms leakages in the Mediterranean and Black Sea”, “Numerical Modelling of Oil 

Pollution in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea” and many, many more. 

Robin’s work on the ocean currents of the Mediterranean led to him accepting the post of Professor of 

Applied Mathematics at the University of Cyprus, Nicosia. Here he would lead the team at the 

Oceanography Centre giving him even more opportunity to study his beloved Mediterranean. A keen and 

skilled yachtsman he let it be known that he wished to be cremated after his death and his ashes scattered on 

the Med. 

 

When he died this presented his family with a major problem. The Greek Orthodox Church banned 

cremations on Cyprus insisting on burial in order to ‘preserve traditions.’ This meant that his body had to be 

flown to Athens for cremation and his ashes then returned to Cyprus. It all worked out well in the end and 

Robin’s final wish was granted. I can’t help wondering if there is a computer file somewhere with a 

Mathematical Model of his prediction of the journey his ashes would take as they were dispersed across the 

sea. 

 

Time for a quiz 

This one on Medieval Law is easy peasey so nothing less than 10 correct will do! 

 

1 . 

Between 1195 and 1361 the magistrate system developed. By what name were they usually known? 

a) Guardians of the Peace 

b) Trustees of the Peace 

c) Guarantors of the Peace 

d) Justices of the Peace 

2 . 

Which were the lowest in the pecking order of medieval courts? 

a) Hundred courts 

b) Leet courts 

c) Manorial courts 

d) Wapentake courts 

3 . 

The mythology of Robin Hood centres on his role as a man of the people securing justice for the poor. 

Which of the following was not a member of his circle in Sherwood Forest, Nottinghamshire? 

a) John Ball 

b) Alan-a-Dale 

c) Will Scarlett 

https://www.researchgate.net/


d) Little John 

4 . 

Islamic (Sharia) Law generally considered apostasy to be deserving of the death penalty. What was 

apostasy? 

a) Encouraging Muslims to embrace another faith 

b) Embracing another faith oneself 

c) Criticising the Prophet Mohammed 

d) Damaging a copy of the Holy Koran 

5 . 

What was the most drastic medieval penalty for female adulterers? 

a) The ducking stool 

b) The stocks 

c) Drowning 

d) Whipping 

6 . 

In 855 Ethelwulf permitted English churches to levy the tithe (set at 10% of income or profit). The 

legal validity of tithes was confirmed by the Statute of Westminster in 1285. Which one of the 

following groups was obliged to pay the tithe? 

a) The King 

b) Rectors (to the vicar) 

c) Vicars (to the rector) 

d) Freemen 

7 . 

An early principle of Anglo-Saxon justice was that justice in the face of crime was the responsibility of 

the local community, and of which another group? 

The victim's friends 

a) The victim's family 

b) The local thegns (low ranking nobles) 

c) All members of the community who have acquired criminal convictions 

d) The victims friends 

8 . 

Which one of the following was not a form of trial by ordeal up to 1215? 

a) Water 

b) Combat 

c) Fire 

d) Ice 

9 . 

Medieval laws compelled all able-bodied men witnessing a crime to chase the offender until he was 

caught - even if the chase was long and ended up in a different town or county. What was this process 

called? 

a) Hue and cry 

b) Hot Pursuit 

c) Paperchase 

d) Broadcast 

10 . 



Under what form of law could ordinary citizens be dealt with for marriage, tithe, wills and magic 

offences? 

a) Monastic Law 

b) Sacerdotal Law 

c) Canon Law 

d) Theocratic Law 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/history/crime-and-punishment-the-middle-ages/ 

 



From our Post Bag 

Good morning, 

I am a local historian with an interest generally in Hertfordshire and St Albans in particular. One of the talks 

I give concerns the following: 

Rev. Henry Small and the missing £20,000 

In 1815, Revd Henry Small was appointed rector of the Abbey parish in St Albans. Late in 1834, he fled to 

France leaving behind substantial debts out of kilter with his income. Based on new research, this talk explores 

a surprising story that attracted the attention of the then Prime Minister and found an inspiring resolution. The 

talk will also consider Small's actions as part of a series of local scandals that affected everyone in St Albans, 

rich and poor, during 1820-50. 

What's the link to Market Bosworth? Pertinent to the story, Small was headmaster at Market Bosworth School 

in 1826/7, married to one of the Dixies and father to Nathaniel Pomfret Small, rector at St Peter's in the mid-

Victorian period. The town plays more than a bit part in the story behind this scandal.  

Would this be of interest as part of your lecture programme? My charge (to include travel costs from 

Stevenage) would be £75. I assume you have a screen and projector; I prefer to use my own laptop. 

In passing, I note from your April 2023 newsletter (p.5) that Peter Loseby had recently been appointed 'Dixie 

Family and Bosworth Hall Archivist'. Could you put me contact with Mr Loseby? I have come across 

correspondence in several archives concerning the Small case but wonder what else may be available. 

Jon Mein 

Dear Jon 

Nigel has passed your email on to me. 

The Dixie archive contains only a short exchange of letters between the 9th Baronet and Nathaniel Small 

concerning the ownership of the land intended for the extension of the Church burial ground. 

The Rector had already buried some parishioners before the 9th Baronet pointed out that he owned the land.  

Rev Small responded by enquiring if it was the Baronet's wish that the bodies be exhumed? The Reverend 

then passed the details to the Bishop of Lincoln and presumably after some negotiations of which there's no 

record in the archive the extension was consecrated by the Bishop of Lincoln in 1855. 

I do have additional information about the Rev Henry and his son Nathaniel which I will need to extract from 

Dr Peter Foss's History of Market Bosworth and research carried out by John Sayer on behalf of the 13th 

Baronet.  

I will be able to let you have this in the next couple of weeks.  

Regards  

Peter Loseby  

 

Good morning, Peter 

Many thanks for your reply. Nathaniel Small plays a small role in his father's story, as I tell it anyway. To me 

Nathaniel's reputation as set out in his obituaries for his contributions to the Dixie School and to funding 

remedial work on local churches was just what his father would have aspired to. Of course obituaries may 

hide skeletons. By comparison, his father's failings are in plain sight. 

My friend, a former pupil at the Dixie school, has sent me scans from books by Newman and Hopewell which, 

if my notes are right, are from histories of the school. These have proved useful at setting the scene for Henry 

Small's short tenure as master. 



Apropos of little, my friend noted with surprise that Henry Small's successor as master at the school was the 

father of Sir John Evans, one of the early members of the St Albans history society of which we are members. 

The Society was established in 1845. A pleasing coincidence. Can you recommend an accurate family 

tree/pedigree for the Dixies? The usual sources on the net are useful but the occasional conflicts raise doubts. 

It is the 1750-1850 period that is of interest. 

Jon 

Dear Jon, 

Thank you for responding to my email. 

I have very little information on the Rev Henry Small and I suspect that you are already in possession of this. 

However, to be sure here is what I have and is taken from Peter Foss's book: - 

Rev Henry Small was headmaster between 1822 and 1828. During this period, the Dixie Grammar School 

was being reconstructed. His Undermaster was the Rev J Roby. Both had the unfortunate task of teaching the 

small group of boys, numbering approximately 30, under their care in rented buildings. One of these was 

supposed to have been 'a house late in the occupation of Mrs Jessom in the Market Place, surrounded by 

stocking weavers'. The other was a 'warehouse' in Park Street rented from a Mr. Thomas White. This proved 

somewhat inadequate and was the subject to several complaints. So too were the masters. Mr Roby was 

accused of misconduct towards one of the boys, and Mr Small was attacked for being absent from his post 

most of the time. Furthermore, two candidates submitted themselves for the post of English master - one, Mr 

John Edwards, appointed by the headmaster, and one , Mr John Skelton appointed by the new Baronet. The 

governors chose Mr Edwards.  

All except Rev. Henry Small attended the laying of the foundation stone of the new school on the 11th of 

August 1827.  

The Rev. Henry Small absent himself without leave once too often and was dismissed by the governors. In 

January 1829, the Rev. AB Evans was appointed headmaster.  

You mentioned that your friend was surprised to learn that Dr AB Evans was appointed as the successor to 

Henry Small. Dr Evans was probably one of the best headmasters that ever taught at the Dixie Grammar 

School and his children were all a credit to their father. Mr Walter Baynes is the Archivist for the Dixie 

Grammar School and has researched the lives of Dr Evans and his children. I can assure you that Walter's 

research is meticulous and would be of interest to the St. Albans History Society. 

I have spoken to Walter and he is happy to share the information with you. 

You have asked about the pedigree of the Dixie family between 1750 and 1820. I can think of no better source 

than that of John Sayer who was commissioned by the 13th Baronet to search for a branch of the male line of 

the family tree in the hope of finding an heir to the title. Unfortunately, he could not and because the 

13th Baronet fathered two daughters the baronetcy came to an end. 

I have attached an extract from John Sayer's research which covers the period you are interested in. 

Regards 

Peter 

 

Many thanks, Peter 

https://www.stalbanshistory.org/


The Foss material is new to me. In my original research, my friend with the MB school link sent me material 

from the two school histories covering the 1826 period onwards. While I was aware Small had been licensed 

to teach at the school in 1822, I was not aware of the state of the school nor indeed the terms of his contract 

(per Sayer) at this time. This is useful. My original research, some 11 years old now, got me so far in the story. 

I had thought Small was a church mouse poor rector - the living at St Albans was a paltry £200, well below 

the national average at the time. But now, I have seen Mrs Pochin's PCC will (and codicils) which confirms 

an annuity to Small's wife based on a £10k fund. Add this to the 1823-6 school money and the couple's income 

was anything but paltry. That changes my thinking about his embezzlement. (I am due to visit the National 

Archives to check the value of Mrs Pochin's in the death duties register. I am conscious that aspirations set 

out in wills don't always match the practicalities of probate administration.) 

The Sayer's document is super. Thanks. I can now draw a family tree for the talk I am giving at the end of the 

month.  

May I ask your opinion about a note I found in the one of the online newspaper collections? It relates to the 

early death of Dorothy Dixie's father, Rev Beaumont Joseph Dixie. the Bath Chronicle (25 May 1786, p.1) 

recorded that ‘he has left, unprovided for, a distressed widow with nine small children’. What I have seen of 

the Dixie family more generally, it seems unlikely that the widow and her children would have been left in 

penury. However, I wonder if, particularly for financial reasons, she took her children to live with her Shewen 

family in Carmarthenshire. It would follow a similar pattern in the Small family. Henry Small's mother and 

indeed his grandmother were Shewens as well. Following her divorce in 1800, Small's mother decamped to 

Kidwelly and it was where Henry and Dorothy were married and spent the first ten years or so of married life.  

Let me know if there is interest in giving a talk about Dr Evans to the St Albans society. If so, I will put you 

in contact with Gill Girdziusz, the programme manager, for further discussion. Sir John Evans, one of AB 

Evans' children, is held in high esteem here as indeed, but to a lesser degree, are his own children. This is for 

their contributions to the study of history in all sorts of ways and all sorts of places. Gill will want to be sure 

there's enough to interest a St Albans audience in the father's story. 

Thanks again.  

Jon 

Dear Jon 

Thank you for your kind response to my recent email and I was pleased to learn that the extracts from Dr Peter 

Foss's book and John Sayer's research have proved to of some use to you. 

You mention Eleanor Pochin's will, a copy of which we have in the Dixie archive. I am not sure if you have 

seen a complete copy of the will but it runs to many pages and is both comprehensive and complicated. 

Amongst her bequests was a trust fund she set up for £12,000 which became the subject of numerous claims 

and counter claims not just from those who had strong family ties but those with only tenuous links with the 

family. Was it any wonder that Trustees regularly resigned from their administrative duties. Whilst I do not 

recall the name Shewen in any correspondence found in the archive I do feel that it is quite plausible that the 

widow of the Rev Beaumont Dixie would have a strong claim to a payment from the Pochin Trust Fund.  

May I now move onto the question of a talk about the family of Dr AB Evans. This is obviously out of my 

remit and I would suggest that either you or Gill make contact with Walter Baynes to discuss the matter further. 

Similarly, for you to visit Market Bosworth to give your talk on Henry Small is a matter for Nigel, Chairman, 

and the Committee of the Market Bosworth Society. What I would say is if a date can be arranged for your 

talk I would be happy to offer you a tour of Market Bosworth. 



Regards 

Peter 

Thanks, Peter 

Mrs Pochin's will is indeed lengthy and convoluted. I transcribed the section relating to Dorothy Small in the 

will itself but only made notes on the amendments made by the first codicil. I hold out hope that the death 

duty register at TNA has a fully entry but, as ever, I am prepared to be disappointed. I will let you know what 

I find.  

I had a look at TNA's catalogue just now to see if Dorothy Small was a party to any of the cases relating to 

Mrs Pochin's will but didn't see her listed. Her (Dorothy's) mother had died in 1810. In terms of the codicil, 

Dorothy did well enough and Mrs Pochin appeared keen to ensure this was her income and not to be used to 

meet her husband's debts.  

Nigel has booked my talk for May 2026 so there's enough time to complete what is needed. I'd be delighted 

to take you on your kind invitation for a tour of Market Bosworth. I have been thinking of just this over the 

last week or so and indeed a stop-off at the Small family's estate at Clifton Reynes where sadly their house 

doesn't survive. May I contact you a visit later in the Spring to get something in the diary? 

Point taken about Dr Evans. 

Jon 

Dear Jon 

Hopefully, you will find some additional pieces of the jigsaw. Every time I think that I have the complete 

picture something else crops up! 

I would be delighted to put together a tour of Market Bosworth. My initial thought is that you arrive early 

afternoon we do the tour and then have a pub meal before we go onto the meeting venue.  

Regards Peter  

 

HBBC & Hinckley BID’s 2025 Events:  

Saturday 22nd February: Britannia’s Got Talent hosted by Hinckley BID- NEW FOR 2025! Hinckley BID’s 

FREE live music event. A showcase of local talent in which pianists will perform live in the mall of Britannia 

Shopping Centre. For more info, please email info@hinckleybid.co.uk 

Saturday 1st March: Hinckley BID’s Live Windows- NEW FOR 2025! Windows will come to life with 

performing arts and a FREE trail to follow. 

Saturday 12th to Thursday 17th April: Hinckley BID’s Easter Adventure- Free Easter Fun for all the family. 

More information will be available at hinckleybid.co.uk nearer to the time. 

Friday 18th April: Churches Together, Walk of Witness- Known as Good Friday, the church festival sees 

Christians reflect on their belief that Jesus was crucified and died, before being resurrected three days later 

on Easter Day. 

Saturday 26th April: St. George’s Day- Festivities take place across Hinckley Town Centre to celebrate 

our patron saint.  

Saturday 10th May: Music in the Mead- Steven Faulkner opens the season of Music in the Mead, in the 

bandstand.  

Saturday 17th May: Music in the Mead- another local performer will gain a crowd around the Argent’s 

Mead bandstand.  

mailto:info@hinckleybid.co.uk


Saturday 7th June: Proms in the Park- Hinckley's Hollycroft Park will come alive with the sound of music 

when the popular Proms in the Park concert returns.  

Monday 9th June: Mallory Mile- The ever-popular Mallory Mile returns to the Mallory Park Circuit in Kirkby 

Mallory as part of local celebrations for National Bike Week.  

Saturday 14th June: Music in the Mead- Drum & guitar duo, Macadocious kick off June’s Music in the Mead.  

Thursday 19th June: Hinckley BID’s Classic Vehicle Meet- anyone with a classic vehicle would be most 

welcome, entrance will be from Station Road from 5pm.  

Saturday 21st June: Music in the Mead- Solo artist Peter Davis performs in Argent’s Mead.  

Saturday 28th June: Armed Forces Day- A special service and parade will be held in Hinckley to enable 

people to show their support for the Armed Forces. 

Saturday 5th July: Music in the Mead- another local performer will gain a crowd around the Argent’s Mead 

bandstand. 

Wednesday 16th July: Hinckley BID’s Summer of Fun- FREE fun for all the family in Hinckley town centre 

on Wednesdays during the school summer holidays. No booking necessary. 

Thursday 17th July: Hinckley BID’s Classic Vehicle Meet- anyone with a classic vehicle would be most 

welcome, entrance will be from Station Road from 5pm. 

Wednesday 23rd July: Hinckley BID’s Summer of Fun- FREE fun for all the family in Hinckley town centre 

on Wednesdays during the school summer holidays. No booking necessary. 

Saturday 26th July: Music in the Mead- the Sounds of Swing, Dean Thomas, performs in Argent’s Mead.  

Wednesday 30th July: Hinckley BID’s Summer of Fun- FREE fun for all the family in Hinckley town centre 

on Wednesdays during the school summer holidays. No booking necessary. 

Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd August: Hinckley Feast- Popular food and drink festival returns to Argents Mead, 

Hinckley over the weekend with fabulous local vendors offering a range of national and international cuisine. 

Monday 4th,Tuesday 5th Wednesday 6th August: Snap Dragon Festival- Popular Snap Dragon Children and 

Families Festival is back with three fun filled days for the family in Hinckley's Argents Mead.  

Wednesday 13th August: Hinckley BID’s Summer of Fun- FREE fun for all the family in Hinckley town 

centre on Wednesdays during the school summer holidays. No booking necessary. 

Saturday 16th August: Music in the Mead: Sam Southall returns to perform your favourite tunes in Argent’s 

Mead.  

Wednesday 20th August: Hinckley BID’s Summer of Fun- FREE fun for all the family in Hinckley town 

centre on Wednesdays during the school summer holidays. No booking necessary. 

Thursday 21st August: Hinckley BID’s Classic Vehicle Meet- anyone with a classic vehicle would be most 

welcome, entrance will be from Station Road from 5pm. 

Saturday 23rd August: Hinckley Pride- Coming together to celebrate love, diversity, and inclusivity within 

the community.  

Saturday 30th August: Music in the Mead- Music in the Mead- another local performer will gain a crowd 

around the Argent’s Mead bandstand. 

Saturday 6th September: Music in the Mead- The fabulous Julie Sings performs in Argent’s Mead.  

Sunday 7th September: Burbage Common Open Day- A fun-packed day organised by Hinckley & Bosworth 

Borough Council for the whole family is promised. 



Friday 5th September to Sunday 14th September: Heritage Weekends- History enthusiasts and families are 

once again invited to a series of Heritage Open Days across the borough.  

Sunday 21st September: Hinckley BID’s 14th Annual Motor Show-For Classic Vehicles and Vehicles of Special 

Interest. Over 800 vehicle owners from all over the Midlands and beyond will fill Hinckley town centre. Many of 

the town’s fabulous cafes, bars and shops will be open for your enjoyment too. 

Saturday 20th September: Music in the Mead- Closing a summer of live music, local band, Take in from the 

Top.  

Saturday 18th to Friday 31st October: Hinckley BID’s Halloween Treasure Hunt- a FUN & FREE trail for all the 

family, just follow the clues located on business windows around the town centre and enter the prize draw. 

Saturday 25th October: Spooktacular Saturday- This family friendly event always proves to be a hit with families 

and little ones. 

Sunday 9th November: Remembrance Sunday- Residents are being invited to pay their respects at Hinckley’s 

annual Remembrance Sunday service.  

Friday 21st & Saturday 22nd November: Hinckley’s Christmas Light Switch on & Tin Hat Fair- Thousands of 

people are expected to visit Hinckley town centre to see the town’s spectacular Christmas lights switched on.  

Wednesday 3rd December: Christmas Car Light Trail- Driving through the town centre seeing the lights without 

all the crowds for Hinckley’s elderly and disabled.  

Friday 12th December: Carol’s Around the Tree- Residents are invited to get into the Christmas spirit and join 

together at Carols around the Tree, Hinckley’s annual outdoor carol service.  

Saturday 20th December: Hinckley BID’s Festive Fun- FREE festive themed fun for all the family 

 

Whilst we are on the subject or Murders…. 

Don’t be fooled into thinking this one is easy by question 1, they do get harder. Don’t have nightmares! 

1. Who was assassinated in Dallas on 22 November 1963? 

2. Which playwright was murdered in a Deptford tavern in 1593? 

3. Which country’s Prime Minister was Olaf Palme, who was assassinated in 1986? 

4. In what district of East London did Jack the Ripper prey on women? 

5. Who had 7 members of a rival gang killed on St valentines day 1929? 

6. Who wrote ?The murder of Roger Akroyd?? 

7. What relation was Marvin Gays assassin? 

8. Which Shakespearean character is haunted by the ghost of his murdered father? 

9. Who was the last woman to be executed in England? 

10. Which country’s royal family was killed at Ekaterinburg?  

11. Henri Landrau killed a series of women in France in the early 20th century, what was his nickname? 

12. Ethel Le Neve was which murderers secretary? 

13. Who or what did Lindy Chamberlain claimed had kidnapped her child? 

14. Christopher Craig shot a British Policeman in 1952, but who hung for the murder? 



15. Which Nazi war criminal was tried and convicted for war crimes in 1961? 

16. “In Cold Blood” was an account of the murder of the Clutter family in Kansas, who was the writer? 

17. The film Summer of Sam released earlier this year is based on the story of which serial killer? 

18. Which heiress did the Black Panther Donald Nielson murder? 

19. Sharon Tate was murdered by members of the Charles Manson family, who was she married to at the 

time? 

Heritage message from Paul Grundy – Conservation Officer Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough Council 

I have received an email from Paul about the Borough Council’s Environmental Improvement Programme 

for 2025/2026. Paul sets out what it is all about and should you have any ideas that the Society could take 

part in please let me know. Please also share this email with any other groups that you are in contact with. 

This is a great opportunity to make a difference in the community and enrich the lives of residents.  

Dear all, 

I am contacting you as a valued local history group / civic society established within Hinckley and Bosworth 

Borough. Please see information in italics below attached regarding an opportunity to identify and suggest 

suitable conservation or heritage related schemes to be delivered by next year’s Environmental 

Improvement Programme (2025/2026), as administered by the Borough Council. If you have any 

suggestions please contact my colleague Daniel Britton (daniel.britton@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk).  

All Parish Councils and Borough Councillors have also been approached to suggest schemes, so please 

ensure any scheme you propose does not duplicate those suggested by the relevant Parish Council or 

Member. The Borough Councils Environmental Improvement Programme consists of small-scale 

improvement schemes across the whole Borough. The schemes attract a considerable amount of match 

funding in providing built environmental benefits. The projects can be stand alone, others contribute 

towards larger comprehensive schemes. Examples of the types of projects include heritage trail information 

boards, repairs to walls, wall memorial works and installation of heritage nameplates. We are currently 

looking to identify potential projects for next year’s programme (2025/2026). As in previous years we are 

looking to work with Parish Councils on projects, so if you have any project ideas, please let us know. It is 

important that the projects have a conservation/heritage relevance to be considered.  

Please let us know of any potential projects, with as much information as possible including any quotes, by 

Friday 7 March 2025. For further details please the guidance attached. 

Paul Grundy 

Senior Planning Officer (Conservation and GIS) 

Tel: 01455 255671 / 07966201338 

Email: paul.grundy@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk 

Web: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk 

Please note my working days are Tuesday to Friday 

Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, Laics LE10 0FR 

  

Environmental Improvement Programme 2025 Guidance  

The Borough Councils Environmental Improvement Programme consists of small-scale improvement 

schemes across the whole Borough. The schemes attract a considerable amount of match funding in 
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providing built environmental benefits. The projects can be stand alone, others contribute towards larger 

comprehensive schemes. Examples of the types of projects include heritage trail information boards, repairs 

to walls, wall memorial works and installation of heritage nameplates.  

It is important that the projects have a conservation/heritage relevance to be considered.  

Criteria for schemes (meeting as many as possible) 

 Implement schemes identified in the Authority’s Conservation Area Management Plan Reviews 

 Enhances the historic environment 

 Increases understanding and interpretation of heritage 

 Complete or complement schemes undertaken in previous year’s programmes 

 Be implemented on publicly owned or private accessible land 

 Be in areas which have not yet benefited significantly in previous years' programmes 

Application Questions  

Applicant name and organisation: 

Contact email and phone number:  

Project Details: Provide a brief overview of the proposed project and how it meets the criteria for schemes: 

Quotes: Provide details of quote obtained, including identifying the preferred supplier (ideally 2 quotes 

should be provided for projects up to £20,000, if you are unable to provide 2 quotes, please explain why e.g. 

specialist nature of works). Please submit copies of all quotes received with your application:  

Delivery: Provide details of project timeline, funding request amount and match funding availability: 

Bosworth Rural Tourism Association (BRTA) 

 

The Market Bosworth Society has been a member of the BRTA almost since it was founded by Sharon Earp 

several years ago. It is open to any business in the Market Bosworth Area (the boundary is quite relaxed but 

ideally within a 10-mile radius) involved in tourism in any way. Previously the Society has supported 

tourism by helping to celebrate major anniversaries and to provide images from the archive to support 

initiatives by other groups. You may recall the photographs of 1918 Market Bosworth in many of the shop 

windows a few years ago .We meet regularly, usually locally and there are representatives from HBBC, 

usually Simon Jones, Head of Environmental Services, business representatives and others. It is an 

opportunity to network and to share ideas, experiences, and best practises across a range of different tourism 

venues and facilities. 

If you run or work in a business and would like to come along either email the MBS, see below or Sue 

Jerham, secretary at info@ebikeholiday.co. One of the benefits is that we get to see what is being prompted 

in Leicestershire. Below is the latest issue of Go Leicestershire. Not sure if I am allowed to share it so please  

be discreet…..The QR code above takes you to app detailing the members, what they do, what is available 

and how to get in touch. You can install the App on your smart phone. 



 



 

 



I hope you and your family have a great time visiting these local attractions.  

Contact Details Please see the website www.marketbosworthsociety.com for information or email on 

info@marketbosworthsociety.com or if you would like to call MBS then 07930149408. Correspondence can 

be sent to Market Bosworth Society, c/o 29 Warwick Lane, Market Bosworth, Leicestershire CV13 0JU.  

Membership subscriptions (single £14.00 joint £21.00) can be paid by BACS/Bank Transfer using the 

following Details. Market Bosworth Society, Virgin Money Sorting Code 82-11-07 account number 

00452350. Please place your surname (and the last three characters from your postal code – if permitted) in 

the reference section. For example mine would be palmer0ju. 

If you have any items you would like to preserve for future generations, please contact MBS, or any Committee 

member.  

© Market Bosworth Society 2024 

Nigel Palmer 

Chairman 

 

Answers to Medieval Law 

 

1. d 

2. c 

3. a 

4. b 

5. c 

6. d 

7. a 

8. d 

9. a 

10. c 

 

Answers to the Murders quiz. 

1. John F Kennedy 

2. Christopher Marlowe 

3. Sweden 

4. Whitechapel 

5. Al Capone 

6. Agatha Christie 

7. His father 

8. Hamlet 

http://www.marketbosworthsociety.com/
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9. Ruth Ellis 

10. Russia 

11. Bluebeard 

12. Dr Crippen 

13. Dingo 

14. Derek Bentley 

15. Adolph Eichman 

16. Truman Capote 

17. David Berkowitz 

18. Leslie Whittle 

19. Roman Polanski 

 


