
       July 2024 

Forthcoming Summer visits and tours! 

 
Market Bosworth Guided Walk 10th August 2024 @ 10:00AM 
In support of the Leicestershire and Rutland Festival of Archaeology, Robert gave a guided tour of St. 

Peter’s Parish Church and  I conducted a Town Trail Guided Walk on the 13th of July. 

I had more people interested than I could accommodate and two had to drop out due 

to illness. I have been asked to repeat the walk and am doing so on the 10th August. If 

you would like to come along (numbers are limited) please email 

info@marketbosworthsociety.com or call 07930149408. The walk is free but 

donations will be accepted, any donation of £1.00 or greater will receive a copy of the 

Town Train Guide and Souvenir. We will meet at 10:00 am by the War Memorial and 

should return there around 12:00 pm.  

 

Leicester Cathedral 1:00 pm on the 15th August 2024. 
With no Summer visit in July this will be our only outing this year so I do hope you can come. We were forced 

to cancel our tour of the Cathedral in 2020 due to you-know-what and since then the Cathedral has undergone 

extensive repairs, renovations and extensions. One feature was the laying of a new stone floor which means 

that the floor is now all on one level. This makes getting around much easier for all concerned. I am really 

looking forward to seeing the splendid stained glass and other display items.  

Getting There: 
Robert Leake has provided the following information: 

For those in Market Bosworth, Barlestone, Newbold Verdon and Desford the Cathedral can be easily reached 

by using the Arriva 153 bus service. The timetable is below: 

 

 
Alight at the Holiday Inn (St. Nicholas Circle) nearby is the Jewry Wall museum, simply walk across Jubilee 

Square to Cathedral Entrance on the north side – Guildhall Lane. Return is to retrace your steps to cross jubilee 

Square to the bus stops. The one on the extreme right is for the 153 bus. The 14:55 bus is to Desford only. 

The cost is free to bus pass holders otherwise £2.00 for a return ticket.  

You could also travel via the Park and Ride at Leicester Forest East, Meynell’s Gorse Park & Ride Site, Ratby 
Ln, Leicester LE3 3LF ·  0116 305 0002 or at Enderby  St Johns, Enderby LE19 2AB Phone: 0116 305 0002. 

Both run services every 15 minutes and end with the last bus reaching the Park and Ride at 7.00pm  

Those wishing to travel by car direct to the Cathedral will find ample parking at New Street Car Park, St. 

Nicholas Circle Car Park or the Rooftop Car park at Highcross.  
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Here is a map showing the location of the Cathedral, (marked) and St. Nicholas Circle. The three blue 

markers on St. Nicholas Circle are the bust stops. We shall be meeting by the North door which is off 

Guildhall Lane. Please ensure you have your fiver with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WALLED GARDEN TOUR 5th September 2024 (With Optional Tea) 
On the afternoon of Thursday, September 5th at 2:00pm, you will have another opportunity to visit the remains 

of the Walled Garden and surrounding grounds at Bosworth Hall 

with the company of Rod Proudman, former Head Gardener, 

and his daughter Louise who will be recalling what it was like 

during the time of the Bosworth Park Infirmary,. It was then a 

highly productive garden supplying hospitals around 

Leicestershire with fruit and salad items.. 

Participants really enjoyed the experience earlier in the summer 

and this time we will follow the tour with a simple afternoon 

cream tea at Bosworth Hall at about 3.30. If you would like to 

join us after the tour for the scone and cream, tea or coffee - 

gluten-free is available, but please specify. The cost will be just 

£10. 

So please now book a place on our Walled Garden Tour and also book an afternoon tea if you would like one. 

Please let us know by Tuesday August 20th, a few days after our Leicester Cathedral visit. 

Bookings to Robert Leake on 01455 290020 or robert@robertleake.com. 

 

Leicestershire County Council - Free entry to attractions for unpaid carers 
• In support of Unpaid carers across Leicestershire, the County Council are offering an all-year-round free 

entry to two top county attractions. 

• Locally, free adult admission is available at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre and 1620s  
House and Gardens for anyone with a valid Carers Passport. 

• Tickets will be valid for 12 months from the date of issue and will also be eligible for a free  
tea or coffee (and cake at 1620s House) on their first visit. 

• This year’s offer coincides with Carers Week, a national week to raise awareness of caring,  
highlight the challenges unpaid carers face and recognise the contribution they make to  

families and communities. 

• The offer is open to carers who have or can evidence that they have a current adult Carers  
Passport when visiting either of the attractions, and free tickets need to be claimed by 31  

August. 

• Please do share this information within the community so any Unpaid carers can make use  
of this scheme. 

These and other events planned for the Summer can be found here https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/whats-

on 
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Unpaid Carers Passport. 
If you are an unpaid carer you can apply for a passport. The county council and community-based, 

Leicestershire Support for Carers, are both urging unpaid carers to apply for a Carers' Passport identity card. 

The identity card was developed as a response to the difficulties and challenges which carers face, often 

daily,  and to offer them vital recognition. The  scheme helps to ensure carers receive the right advice and 

support as well as being recognised for the valuable role they play within their communities. To apply go to 

https://www.supportforcarers.org/what-we-offer/carers-passport or email maureen@supportforcarers.org for 

more information and if you have any questions.  

 

Old Boys and Girls of the Dixie Grammar School. 
As Alice Cooper said, school’s out for the Summer. We are therefore allowing the old boys and girls time 
off to enjoy the Summer. Instead Walter has written a very interesting article about his fascination with 

numbers, which according to Walter is a love hate relationship. I hope you enjoy it. 

 
 

Arithmomania  (Look it up!) 
 

Since day one of my time at the Dixie Grammar School in 1953 I have come to hate NUMBERS. My inability 

to come to terms with mathematics was my undoing where academic achievement was concerned. Those 

pesky numbers were everywhere, Physics, Chemistry, History. They just kept popping up in the most unlikely 

situations. What made things worse was that people who could make sense of them kept telling me “How 
interesting” they were! No they are not! They’re the invention of some mischievous lesser devil who was not 

good enough to get the Top Job. I couldn’t wait to get back to my pencils, paint brushes and a clean, white 
sheet of paper. 

Let’s spring forward to 2024 (There! See what I mean? Everywhere!) and my articles on five successful Dixie 
mathematicians. Having spent hours researching the stories of their lives I have been deluged in numbers, and 

in the most insidious way they have wormed their way into my life. 

I can’t remember the exact moment when it happened but I do remember returning from shopping, opening 
my front door and thinking “Hmm! Fourteen steps from the bottom to the top of the stairs!” 

Pardon? Yes, I had counted everyone. I moved to that home in 1969 and that led to the thought “Gosh, I must 
have climbed those stairs 14 x … Hang on, you’re doing Maths!” And that is what made me take a long hard 
look at numbers and the part they play in our day to day lives. Not the Applied Mathematics of Plasma Physics 

or the complicated calculations of Statistics but what they mean to everybody simply conducting what I refer 

to as ‘a normal existence.’ 
My battle with numbers began before I started at junior school. My mother was determined that I should be 

able read and my gran was equally determined that I should be able to ‘tell the time’ and do simple ‘sums.’ 
Numbers were about to enter my life. They were called “one,” “two,” “three,” and so on to “eleven” & 
“twelve.” Here they are, displayed on what I was told was “a clock face.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is when I was introduced to their two partners, “the hands.” You, dear readers, know how all of this 

works so I’ll skip the details and tell you how it all fell apart for me one miserable Sunday afternoon. 
I had been looking forward to visiting my aunt and uncle for weeks and when the special day arrived and I 

had been introduced to them it was soon pointed out that I was now able to tell the time! 
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“Oh, that’s very clever! Come through to living room and show me how you can do it.” There it stood, aunt’s 
pride and joy, a very tall grandfather clock! But it sneered back down at me with this! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where have all my numbers gone? What are all those patterns? Help! To my utter dismay numbers had scored 

their first victory! Nobody had told me that they could change shape. Floods of tears followed and amidst all 

of the sobs I realised that my battle with numbers had begun! 

Back home again and gran explained that they were called “Roman Numerals” and that they were my numbers 
‘in disguise.’ “It works like this dear,  one is shown like this ‘I,’ two is like this ‘II’ and three is like this ‘III.’ 
Do you understand?” “I think so, four must be ‘IIII,’ right?” “No dear, four is like this ‘IV’.” 

 “Pardon? Where did ‘V’ come from?”  

“That’s how the Romans wrote ‘five.’ Therefore ‘I’ before ‘V’ must be four. Got it?” After a more thorough 

explanation of ‘I’ coming before or after some strange capital letter we arrived at - “OK! So eight will be 
‘VIII’ and nine will be ‘VIIII,’ yes?” “No! Nine is shown as ‘IX’.”  

“What?!! Where did ‘X’ come from?” ( Later in my life I heard the question “What did the Romans ever do 
for us?.” I knew exactly what they did for me! They screwed up my understanding of numbers!) 

All right, let’s take a look at a complete list of these “Roman disguised numbers.” We’ve already met “I,” “V” 
and “X ”so I will now introduce you to “L”  which represents 50. Then we get “C,” 100 , “D” , 500 and “M”, 
1000. All very simple isn’t it? And because it’s so simple to work with this system it is still in widespread use 
today. It is used to confuse people! Yes, to deliberately confuse you, dear reader, every time you visit the 

cinema or watch a film or programme on television. Just look for the “copyright credit” at the end. It’s there 
for legal reasons but by using Roman numerals and by quickly “fading to black” you won’t have time to work 
out in what year the programme was made and will not be aware of just how old the programme was. Here is 

a very simple example that you will be able to work out for yourselves:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gone With The Wind    ©MCMXXXIX. It would have been much kinder to have written ©1939 wouldn’t it?  
Here is a more recent example from the dear old BBC. Can you work that one out? 

Perhaps by now you are beginning to see why I hate numbers so much. But let’s return to “Telling the Time” 

I would have been about six or seven when I was with my father and one of his friends who were discussing 

a fishing trip they were planning for the following Sunday. This friend had a car and I was hoping to be invited 

for the trip. Dad asked me if I wanted to go and of course I jumped at the chance. His friend then wrote 

something on a piece of paper and handed it to me with the instruction- “Give this to your mother. It will make 
sure that you are up and ready in time for an early start.” At the first opportunity I read the note. “I will 
collect you at 6.30 a.m. on Sunday.” Puzzled, I read it again ...”6.30 a.m.” What’s ”6.30 a.m.”? I know, ask 

mother!  



“It just means in the morning” was her explanation “a.m. Ante Meridiem. That’s Latin for before 12 o’clock 
Noon.” 

(Latin? That’s Roman isn’t it?) “Why not use their numerals, as on a clock, and write VI.XXX? Simple.” 
“Because there’s another 6.30 in the late afternoon. That’s written as 6.30 p.m. p.m. Post Meridiem, after 
noon.” 

I remember that this led to a lengthy discussion on how there were sixty seconds in a minute, sixty minutes in 

an hour and twenty four hours in a day. There were seven days in a week, four or five weeks in a month and 

twelve months in a year. All important stuff I’m sure but I was more concerned about having to be collected 
at half past six. At what time would I have to get up? Would it still be dark? What about breakfast? Was going 

in a car on a fishing trip worth all of this extra hassle? I’m not sure...”sorry mum, I missed that. A twenty four 
hour clock? How does that work?”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Easy! Instead of the numbers on a clock face reading from one to twelve it carries on to twenty four. Now 
there is no need for a.m. or p.m. You will be collected at 06.30 as arranged and you should be back home by 

about 18.45.” “Pardon? 18.45, what time is that?” “I told you, 18.45.” 

(Fun these numbers, aren’t they?) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many of you reading this use the “Twenty Four Hour Clock” system of ‘telling the time’ as the only way 

to do it? No cheating! I doubt there is even one percent of the readership that does…(Hang on a minute, 
percentages, fractions ? Oh well, I’ll get to those later.) How many of you have converted “20:23” to “twenty 
three minutes past eight”? The BBC does not announce “Here is the Twenty-one-hours-News.” They don’t 
tell us in the Radio Times that at 21:55 through until 06:00 there will be an Election 2024 programme on the 

4th of the seventh month. No they do it like this:- 
 

 

 

 

 

Why is it thought necessary to use numbers to confuse people? 

Then of course we are expected to cope with “Daylight Saving”! That’s right, adjust your timepieces forwards 
by one hour in the spring and then move them back again in the autumn! That will give you “British Summer 
Time”! Then we have “Greenwich Mean Time.”  Essentially, “mean time” is clock time rather than solar 
(astronomical) time.  

Solar time varies throughout the year, as the time interval between the Sun crossing a set meridian line 

changes. 

But each day measured by a clock has the same length, equal to the average (mean) length of a solar day. It’s 
a way of standardising and regularising time so we can all know exactly what time it is for our (or anyone’s) 



location. Today GMT is reckoned from one midnight to the next. There’s much more about this to be found 
at:- 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/greenwich-mean-time-gmt 
 

I was collected at 6.30 for the fishing trip with dad and his friend and was having a great time until numbers 

decided to join us. Dad’s friend caught a fish and it was of a suitable size to be “weighed.” Now I knew a bit 

about weight. I knew all about buying “a quarter of sweets” from the local shop. I had read about “Weights 
and Measures” from the tables on the back of my Exercise Book” Shown left. You’ll remember them I’m 
sure. 

“It’s just over half a pound” called out dad, reading the numbers from the device he was using to weigh the 

fish. I looked at the marker and it was just above the number “8” on the device, 
it said nothing about it being half of anything. Puzzled, I asked the 

question…”Half of what? Where does it say that?” 

“That fish weighed ten ounces, just over eight ounces. That’s just over half a 
pound.” 

(Silly question coming up…) ”What’s a pound got to do with it? Surely that’s 
money? Whoops, I hadn’t realised that words could play games with kids as 
well as numbers. Here we go! Numbers are about to join in. 

“You remember, we have told you. There are sixteen drams to an ounce, 

sixteen ounces to a pound, fourteen pounds to a stone, two stones to a quarter, 

four quarters to a hundredweight and twenty hundredweights to a ton.” “Yes 
but gran said there are twenty shillings to a pound!” “That’s different, there 
she was talking about money. That’s a different sort of pound. Here we are 

talking about weight.” 

I sat down on the little stool I had taken along, found my sketch book and a 

couple of pencils that went everywhere with me and retreated into my special, happy place without numbers 

and words with more than one meaning. It was going to be a long, quiet ride home. 

Written with fond memories of everyone who struggled to help me make sense of numbers. 

Sadly, their efforts only had a partial success. 

Next month, if Nigel lets me, we’ll take a look at our Sterling Currency before 15/02/1971, a set of numbers 

I’m sure you will remember, and how it too held nothing but confusion for a  certain young boy. 
What do you think? Should we let him? 

 

 
I could not resist adding these two cartoons. It’s not just 

numbers that play tricks, the English language has its own 

idiosyncrasies. Is it now ok to split an infinitive or two? Or is that still something up with which you will not 

put as Churchill allegedly said.  



New Committee Member 

Following the advert for new Committee members I am delighted to report that Margaret Barrett has agreed 

to join the Committee on a secondment as a General Committee Member. I would like to thank Margaret for 

stepping up and look forward to working with her.  

 

Time for a quiz 

 

 
1. New York City comprises how many boroughs: 5; 6; 7; or 12? 

 

2. What is the only number known to be both the sum and product of its factors: 4; 6; 8; or 9 (loose 

meanings are: factor = divisible part; sum = added together; product = multiplied together)? 

 

3. In which year were Concorde planes retired from service: 1998; 2000; 2003; or 2006? 

 

4. The core rules of the Muslim faith are known as the "... (how many) Pillars of Islam": 5; 7; 9; or 23? 

 

5. How many fences (not the number of times they are jumped) are on the Aintree Grand National 

racecourse? 

 

6. How many rooms are on the Cluedo game board: 8; 9; 10; or 12? 

 

7. How many feet are in a furlong: 440; 550; 660; or 770? 

 

8. How many goals were scored in the 2010 FIFA World Cup: 75; 145; 185; or 255? 

 

9. How many legs (including arms or pincers according to certain definitions) does a crab have: 6; 8; 

10; or 12? 

 

10. Twain is an old English word for which number: 2; 3; 12; or 20? 

 

11. It is now generally accepted that the human tongue can detect how many basic tastes: 2; 3; 5; or 7? 

 

12. The Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, USA, said to be the highest-occupancy office building in the 

world accommodates roughly how many staff: 9,000; 15,000; 19,000; or 26,000? 

 

13. What is known as the 'Golden Number', the 'Divine Proportion' and other terms referring to its 

significance in nature and aesthetic balance: 618; 142; 7; or 33⅓? 

 

14. What is the atomic number of oxygen: 1; 8; 35; or 86? 

 

15. The Earth's Equator is approximately how many millions of metres in length: 10; 20; 30 or 40? 

 

16. How many presidents of France had there been as of 2010? 

 

17. A peculiar frequency of roughly how many years saw US presidents dying in office (either 

assassinated or otherwise) from the 1840s to the 1960s: 10; 20; 30; or 50? 

 

18. What number Pennsylvania Avenue is the Whitehouse: 501; 1500; 1600; or 65000? 

 

19. In the Imperial Measurement system how many pounds are in a stone: 10; 14; 16; or 20? 

 

      20. How many people (as at 2010) have walked on the moon: 6; 9; 12; or 14? 

  



Reporting Highways Issues 
Recently there have been several issues with cars parked on pavements and actually blocking the pavement 

or footpath. Parking a vehicle on a pavement is illegal in London but elsewhere in the UK the legislation is 

not so clear. Since 1974, Highway Code rule 244 has stated that drivers "MUST NOT park partially or 

wholly on the pavement in London and should not do so elsewhere unless signs permit it." The key things to 

note here are the words must not and should not. The Highway Code further states drivers should not park 

on the pavement, meaning it is advisory and not, therefore, backed up by any legislation. 

Rule 242 is where it gets a little less clear, stating: "You MUST NOT leave your vehicle or trailer in a 

dangerous position or where it causes any unnecessary obstruction of the road." 

This is a must not, again, meaning if your car is reported or seen by a police officer and judged to be either 

in a dangerous position or causing an unnecessary obstruction of the road, you could receive a Fixed Penalty 

Notice. 

Examples could be, but limited to: 

•  A vehicle or trailer is left in a dangerous position 

•  A vehicle or trailer blocking the road 

•  A vehicle is driven on the pavement  

The RAC as usual have some sound advice “If you are parking along a narrow road, where parking wholly 

on the road would stop other cars, and particularly emergency vehicles, from getting through, then it is a 

sensible option to park partially on a pavement, providing there are no parking restrictions and providing 

you are not blocking a wheelchair user or pram from using the pavement. If there are restrictions, or your 

parking would cause wheelchair users or people with prams to have to walk into the road, then you should 

find somewhere else to park.” Excellent and simple advice. 

Locally it has been seen that the Police will act if a vehicle is blocking the pavement, normally estimated to 

be less than 1 metre left available to pedestrians. Parking on pavements is no longer a police matter but a 

civil matter and it is the County Council who are responsible for issuing fines to drivers who park on the 

pavements. You may have seen the enforcement vehicles around checking that if cars are on pavements they 

are not blocking them. There is a relaxed attitude to cars on pavements depending upon the context. For 

example, a car parked blocking the pavement on a busy street such as Station Road will be viewed 

differently to one parked on the pavement on a quiet residential street. There has to be some give and take, 

we all have to get along in the space provided, pedestrians and drivers. Drivers in particular should consider 

the needs of other road and pavement users. More worrying is the increasing incidence of electric scooters 

and bicycles being ridden on pavements. Market Bosworth can trace its history back to the Stone Age and 

the Town Centre to the Middle Ages. Powered transport is a relatively new development by comparison. We 

can all get along provided consideration is given to others, especially to  those using mobility aids and 

pushchairs.  

If a pavement is blocked then you can report the matter via 101. You may be in for a wait as the average 

time for an answer is around 20 minutes. It is worth persevering as once reported the matter has to be 

actioned. When reporting have the vehicle details available, make, model, registration number and colour. 

Where the vehicle is parked and why it is blocking the pavement (less than a metre available to pedestrians). 

Once this moves up the reported incidents league table will start to see a more proactive response from the 

police and other agencies. By reporting these incidents the police can see where their time is needed. Of 

course there is never enough time and a burglary will always be more important than a selfishly parked car 

or van but at least the problem can be monitored and dealt with if reported correctly.  

Can you help? 
We have received a request from Juliet at Aspect Magazine for information. We have already provided what 

we have from the Archive and Margaret Barrett has written down her experiences when she kept horses behind 

the Old Rectory. But do you have any personal recollections to add? 

Good morning Nigel 

Following the article on the new use of the Old Rectory, I have been tasked with writing an article on the 

history of the Old Rectory and, before I started, I wondered if the MBS had anything I could use please? 

Regards 

Juliet  

Please send them to info@marketbosworthsociety.com and I will forward them on to Juliet. Thank you. 

https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/legal/fixed-penalty-notices/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/legal/fixed-penalty-notices/
mailto:info@marketbosworthsociety.com


Here are some important extracts from the Leicestershire County Council Trading Standards Summer 

Newsletter.  

  

 
Lifeline Scams  
Lifeline Scams Trading Standards are warning telecare customers to be aware of fraudsters taking advantage 

of the digital switchover, as it seems that they are trying to take advantage by tricking vulnerable residents 

into giving out personal information, and even their bank details. Between now and 2025 telephone providers 

will be moving their customers from old analogue landlines over to new upgraded landline services using 

digital technology. This means services that rely on the old landline system such as home phones and 

healthcare devices will need to be switched over. The digital switchover is free of charge and residents should 

be aware that councils and their home care alarm providers or contractors will never ask for personal or 

financial information over the telephone. Charnwood Lifeline has been made aware that several customers 

have recently received calls from someone claiming to be from a lifeline company. During the phone call the 

caller stressed the need to update the customer’s lifeline unit from an analogue to a digital unit, and they then 
asked the customer to disclose their bank details. Charnwood Lifeline is in the process of updating their 

equipment to a digital system, however they will never call you to ask you to disclose your bank details. If 

you receive a call of this nature, do not disclose your bank details or any personal Lifeline Scams Trading 

Standards are warning telecare customers to be aware of fraudsters taking advantage of the digital switchover, 

as it seems that they are 

trying to take advantage by 

tricking vulnerable 

residents into giving out 

personal information, and 

even their bank details. 

Between now and 2025 

telephone providers will be 

moving their customers 

from old analogue 

landlines over to new 

upgraded landline services 

using digital technology. 

This means services that 

rely on the old landline 

system such as home 

phones and healthcare 

devices will need to be switched over. The digital switchover is free of charge and residents should be aware 

that councils and their home care alarm providers or contractors will never ask for personal or financial 

information over the telephone. Charnwood Lifeline has been made aware that several customers have recently 

received calls from someone claiming to be from a lifeline company. During the phone call the caller stressed 

the need to update the customer’s lifeline unit from an analogue to a digital unit, and they then asked the 

customer to disclose their bank details. Charnwood Lifeline is in the process of updating their equipment to a 

digital system, however they will never call you to ask you to disclose your bank details. If you receive a call 

of this nature, do not disclose your bank details or any personal information. We would also encourage you to 

make your family aware if you a receive one of these calls. Don’t assume a call is genuine if the cold caller 
already knows your name and address, and to further gain your trust, they may say they are a local health 

worker, from the Council or a lifeline provider. Other tactics fraudsters could use is to claim you are eligible 

for a free pendant alarm, or that you need an upgrade of your equipment, asking for card details to cover the 

ongoing subscription costs or a one-off installation fee. This could be to gain money, or get people stuck into 



a subscription trap. If you have any concerns as a Charnwood Lifeline customer, please feel free to call their 

office on 01509 643970. Please be vigilant to these sorts of scams, and please report any concerns you may 

have to the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133. 

 
 

Do be careful and if you are in any doubt, thank the caller for calling and ring off. A genuine caller will 

understand. Verify the call by contacting the business or service using an independent number. Telephone 

numbers from bank statements, bank cards, energy statements, or directory enquiries should be used. Have 

you account number or customer reference handy when you call. Scammers are very clever, there is no shame 

in being taken in. If that happens seek help immediately. If you have a smartphone  you can contact your bank 

and often put a temporary stop on cards and accounts if you are worried while to arrange to speak to them. 

Make sure that you have the telephone number of your bank, card provider, energy company etc on your phone 

or in your paper directory where you may find it quickly. I dealt with many victims of fraud when I worked 

for a bank. Do not be embarrassed and do not delay, it is no different to being robbed in the street. You would 

have no hesitation in seeking help or contacting the police in that circumstance.  

 

Are you a Steam World Reader and Can You Help? 
This can you help is rather more specific than the usual ones we get. As part of the Dixie Old Boys and Girls 

series Walter Baynes is looking into Sir Victor Michael Barrington-Ward, often 

known as Michael Barrington-ward. He and his brother are believed to have been 

pupils at the Dixie Grammar School, around the turn of the last century. Sir Victor 

went on to become, in 1932,  Superintendent, Western Section, Southern 

Area, London and North Eastern Railway.  

Steam World published an article Walter would like to read “The best job on the 

railway, part three. John Palmer concludes his biography of Victor Michael 

Barrington-Ward.” This was the third part and therefore the other two parts are 

likely to be in earlier issues. Does anyone take the magazine and would they be 

prepared to let Walter borrow the issues with Barrington-Ward within? As usual all 

help greatly appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

Change of date! Please note that our next dig will now be 

on the 28th & 29th September and not earlier that month as previously advertised. We are hoping to dig at 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/London_and_North_Eastern_Railway


Sutton Cheney, but as I type this our efforts to contact Mr Fred Wynne the major landowner have been 

unsuccessful. This puts the dig in doubt as without the landowner’s permission we cannot continue. If anyone 

is in contact with Mr Wynne please pass on my telephone number, 07930149408 with a request that he call 

me for a chat about what we would like to do. Previous landowners have been delighted by the way the digs 

have been organised and executed and particularly value the report they receive written by Mathew Morris 

our Lead Archaeologist. We do have a backup plan but not digging in Sutton Cheney will be quite a 

disappointment and will potentially leave a gap in our research.  
The Last Chapter? 

As  Bosworth Links enters its final phase, we shall conclude in May 2025, now is your last chance to become 

involved and take part in the final chapter. We are always looking for volunteers to enjoy having a go at hands 

on archaeology. We have calculated that over 700 children and 350 adults have taken part. If you can support 

the whole weekend that is great but we can also cater for anyone with a morning or afternoon to spare. If you 

would like to try your hand at archaeology then please email gemma@marketbosworthsociety.com or have a 

look at www.marketbosworthsociety.com/bosworth-links and complete a volunteer form.  

Come on. Let’s go time travelling, time may be running out! 

 

King Stephen Quiz – Your Summer Bonus Quiz! 
King Stephen ruled between 1135 and 1154 but how much do you know about the King and his reign? 

 

1. King Stephen became king of England on 22nd December 1135. Who was his predecessor. 

a) Henry II 

b) Henry I 

c) William Rufus 

d) Edward II 

 

2. Stephen married a wealthy European heiress. Who was she. 

a) Matilda of Flanders 

b) Matilda of Boulogne 

c) Adeliza of Louvain 

d) Constance of Brittany 

 

3. There was another Matilda in Stephen's life - his cousin, the daughter of the late king Henry I. She came 

to England, ostensibly to visit her step-mother but her arrival sparked the period known subsequently as 

"The Anarchy", when barons took sides as to who had the right to rule England. 

 

When did she arrive on English shores to claim the throne. 

a) 30th August 1138 

b) 1st September 1139 

c) 30th September 1139 

d) 1st January 1136 

 

4. Who was Matilda's half-brother who proved to be one of her most loyal and capable commanders. 

a) Robert of Gloucester 

b) Reginald Fitz Roy 

c) Brien Fitz Count 

d) Ranulf of Chester 

 

5. King David I of Scots (uncle of both Empress Matilda and Stephen's queen, also called Matilda) invaded 

England a number of times early in Stephen's reign. When and where was the Battle of the Standard, 

following which his raids into England were effectively stopped. 

a) 20th August 1141 at Ripon 

b) 22nd June 1139 at Malton 

c) 22nd May 1138 at York 

d) 22nd August 1138 at Northallerton 
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6. King Stephen's younger brother, Henry, was a powerful churchman at the time, and carried a lot of 

influence. What was his office. 

a) Bishop of Salisbury 

b) Bishop of Ely 

c) Archbishop of Canterbury 

d) Bishop of Winchester 

 

7. At which battle in 1141 did Empress Matilda manage to capture King Stephen. 

a) The Battle of Dover 

b) The Battle of Worcester 

c) The Battle of Lincoln 

d) The Battle of the Standard 

 

8. Stephen secured a very good marriage for his son, Eustace, betrothing and wedding him to a girl named 

Constance in 1140. Who was she. 

a) A daughter of the Count of Toulouse 

b) A sister of Louis VII of France 

c) A niece of David of Scots 

d) A sister of Alfonso of Navarre 

 

9. Stephen and his wife founded an abbey which they had intended to also serve as a mausoleum for their 

royal house. What was it called. 

a) Rievaulx 

b) Faversham 

c) Fountains 

d) Dover 

 

10. In 1153, Stephen finally gave up any hopes of passing the crown of England to his son, Eustace. By 

which agreement did he formally acknowledge Henry of Anjou, Empress Matilda's son, as his heir. 

a) Declaration of Westminster 

b) Treaty of Winchester 

c) Truce of Wallingford 

d) Winchester Agreement 

 

 

Contact Details Please see the website www.marketbosworthsociety.com for information or email on 

info@marketbosworthsociety.com or if you would like to call MBS then 07930149408. Correspondence can 

be sent to Market Bosworth Society, c/o 29 Warwick Lane, Market Bosworth, Leicestershire CV13 0JU.  

Membership subscriptions (single £14.00 joint £21.00) can be paid by BACS/Bank Transfer using the 

following Details. Market Bosworth Society, Virgin Money Sorting Code 82-11-07 account number 

00452350. Please place your surname (and the last three characters from your postal code – if permitted) in 

the reference section. For example mine would be palmer0ju. 
If you have any items you would like to preserve for future generations, please contact MBS, or any Committee 

member.  

© Market Bosworth Society 2024 

Nigel Palmer 

Chairman 

 

 

Numbers Quiz Answers 

 

1. 5 

2. 6 (1+2+3=6 and 1x2x3=6) 

3. 2003 
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4. 5 (the rules broadly equate to: declaration of faith, prayer, fasting, charity, and pilgrimage, although 

like most religions precise interpretations vary in different branches of the faith) 

5. 16 (all except two are jumped twice) 

6. 9 

7. 660 

8. 145 

9. 10 

10. 2 (Mark Twain is said to have found his pen-name from the Mississippi ferrymen's call, 'By the mark 

twain', supposedly referring to the two fathom mark on a depth-line indicating safe water) 

11. 5 (sweet, sour, salty, bitter, and savouriness - some argue that pungency/hotness is a 6th taste but this 

is not generally accepted) 

12. 26,000 

13. 618 

14. 8 

15. 40 (more accurately about 40,075 kilometres, or 24,900 miles) 

16. 23 

17. 20(starting with William Harrison in 1841 through to John Kennedy in 1963 - Ronald Reagan 

survived an assassination attempt in 1981) 

18. 1600 

19. 14 

20. 12 

 

 

Answers to King Stephen Quiz 

 

Answers to King Stephen Quiz 

1 a 

2 b 

3 c 

4 a 

5 d 

6 d 

7 c 

8 b 

9 b 

10 b 

 


