
             August 2023 

 

Dear Member 

 

Welcome to your August Newsletter. As usual we have tried to pack it with items which are of interest and 

provide information. Comments and suggestions are always welcome. Afterall feedback is the breakfast of 

champions.  

 

Summer Visit Report Middleton Hall 17th August 2023. 
It is always gratifying when a plan comes together and our visit to Middleton Hall embodies that perfectly. 

Not far away; 34 minutes in truth, full of interesting 

history and plenty of sunshine, something we have been 

missing this Summer. Middleton Hall is in North  

Warwickshire, not far from Tamworth and as we 

discovered on the road to Drayton Manor Park, almost 

midway between there and the Belfry. Very easy to find.  

The history of the Hall spans almost 1000 years from 

Saxon times to the modern day, and we can enjoy it now 

due to a band of determined volunteers that rebuilt the 

Hall from a derelict state. The walled Garden was full of 

colour and scents and dates back to 1717 when work 

started. The orangery and the attendant conservatory 

were gone but the garden remains.  

The Hall comprises of several buildings, many with 

ancient original features such as woodwork, doors and 

wattle and daub, a forerunner or larch lap plaster. There 

is the beautiful Tudor Jettied Building, The John Ray 

Building, The Stone Building, The Moat and Bridge and 

the Tudor Barn (the latter not part of the tour but home 

to several small shops and a coffee shop).  

The history of the Hall reads as 1086, entry in the Domesday Book. 1185 The Knights Templar were granted 

60 acres of land belonging to Middleton Hall. 1285 saw Philip de Marmion granted a court leet and gallows 

and the stone building was constructed. In 1493 Middleton Hall was inherited by Sir Henry Willoughby, the 

start of over 400 years ownership by the Willoughby family. The Tudor Great Hall was built in 1497. Then in 

1530 the jettied building was constructed. In 1553, famous for his explorations, Sir Hugh Willoughby perishes 

whilst on his arctic expedition to find a northeast passage to China. He froze to death in horrendous cold. In 

1575 the buildings were given a sprucing up to receive Queen Elizabeth I. Whilst at the Hall she knighted Sir 

Francis Willoughby in the Great Hall. Rumour has it that he was reluctant to be knighted as he felt it would 

increase his responsibilities to the crown. In 1647 The John Ray building was constructed (more of him later) 

and in 1666 John Ray arrives at Middleton Hall. A year later he publishes Francis Willoughbyôs Ornithologia, 

the first book on ornithology ever published. In 1712 great rejoicing took place at the Hall when Thomas 

Willoughby became the first Lord Middleton. In 1720 the West Wing was completed and the walled garden 

was also completed. After 429 years of ownership the Willoughby family were forced to sell the Hall to pay 

death duties in 1924. In 1966 the estate was purchased by Amey Roadstone Corporation for gravel extraction. 

In 1980 restoration began, and continues to this day. Some former land is owned by Aston Villa FC. Thank 

you to all the members who came along and made it a lovely social and interesting day.   

I promised to tell you about John Ray, botanist. Below is an article written by Walter Baynes for the Dixie 

Grammar School Association http://www.thedgsa.co.uk/ . Walter does a better job than I ever could. But 

Firsté. 

http://www.thedgsa.co.uk/


Next Month The Battle of Stoke Field ï Kevin Winter 21st September 2023 
September sees us returning indoors to the Free Church on Barton Road where at 

7:30 pm we will hear all about the Battle of Stoke. Kevin Winter is a member of the 

Battlefields Trust and has agreed to come and be our guest speaker. The Battle of 

Stoke Field took place almost two years after the deciding battle in the Wars of the 

Roses. The pretender Lambert Simnel crowned as "King Edward VI" in Dublin on 24 

May 1487 came to England. Landing in North Lancashire in June 1487, trouble was 

obviously brewing. King Henry VII was not about to stand by and have his crown 

stolen by a pretender. So on theé.but wait. I am telling you the plot! You will have 

to come to the meeting to hear all about it. 

Should you wish to bring a friend who is not a member, please do so as they will 

always be welcome, subject to seating capacity. We make a small charge of Ã3.00 to 

non-members to help defray the costs of the evening. I look forward to seeing you there.  

 

JOHN RAY, Botanist. 1627 - 1705. 

John Ray, also spelled Wray until 1670, was born Nov. 29, 1627, at Black Notley, Essex. He died on Jan. 17, 

1705 at Black Notley. He was a leading 17th-century English naturalist 

and botanist who contributed significantly to progress in taxonomy. His 

enduring legacy to botany was the establishment of species as the 

ultimate unit of taxonomy. 

Ray was the son of the village blacksmith in Black Notley and attended 

the grammar school in nearby Braintree. In 1644, with the aid of a fund 

that had been left in trust to support needy scholars at the University of 

Cambridge, he matriculated at St. Catherineôs Hall, and moved to Trinity 

College in 1646. Ray had come to Cambridge at the right time for one 

with his talents, for he found a circle of friends with whom he pursued 

anatomical and chemical studies. He also progressed well, taking his 

bachelorôs degree in 1648 and being elected to a fellowship at Trinity the 

following year. 

Rayôs string of fortunate circumstances ended with the Restoration. 

Although he was never an excited partisan, he was thoroughly Puritan in spirit and refused to take the oath 

that was prescribed by the Act of Uniformity. In 1662 he lost his fellowship. Prosperous friends supported 

him during the subsequent 43 years while he pursued his career as a naturalist. 

That career had already begun with the publication of his first work in 1660, a catalogue of plants growing 

around Cambridge. After he had exhausted the Cambridge area as a subject for his studies, Ray began to 

explore the rest of Britain. An expedition in 1662 to Wales and Cornwall with the naturalist Francis 

Willoughby was a turning point in his life. Willoughby and Ray agreed to undertake a study of the complete 

natural history of living things, with Ray responsible for the plant kingdom and Willoughby the animal. 

The first fruit of the agreement, a tour of the European continent lasting from 1663 to 1666, greatly extended 

Rayôs first-hand knowledge of flora and fauna. Back in England, the two friends set to work on their 

appointed task. In 1670 Ray produced a Catalogus Plantarum Angliae (ñCatalog of English Plantsò). Then in 

1672 Willoughby suddenly died, and Ray took up the completion of Willoughbyôs portion of their project. In 

1676 Ray published F. Willoughby . . . Ornithologia (The Ornithology of F. Willoughby . . .) under 

Willoughbyôs name, even though Ray had contributed at least as much as Willoughby. Ray also completed F. 

Willoughby . . . de Historia Piscium (1685; ñHistory of Fishò), with the Royal Society, of which Ray was a 

fellow, financing its publication. 

Ray had never interrupted his research in botany. In 1682 he had published a Methodus Plantarum Nova 

(revised in 1703 as the Methodus Plantarum Emendata . . . ), his contribution to classification, which insisted 

on the taxonomic importance of the distinction between monocotyledons and dicotyledons, plants whose 

seeds germinate with one leaf and those with two, respectively. Rayôs enduring legacy to botany was the 

establishment of species as the ultimate unit of taxonomy. On the basis of the Methodus, he constructed his 

masterwork, the Historia Plantarum, three huge volumes that appeared between 1686 and 1704. After the 

first two volumes, he was urged to compose a complete system of nature. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambert_Simnel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin


To this end he compiled brief synopses of British and European plants, a Synopsis Methodica Avium et 

Piscium (published posthumously, 1713; ñSynopsis of Birds and Fishò), and a Synopsis Methodica 

Animalium Quadrupedum et Serpentini Generis (1693; ñSynopsis of Quadrupedsò). Much of his final 

decade was spent on a pioneering investigation of insects, published posthumously as Historia Insectorum. 

In all this work, Ray contributed to the ordering of taxonomy. Instead of a single feature, he attempted to 

base his systems of classification on all the structural characteristics, including internal anatomy. By 

insisting on the importance of lungs and cardiac structure, he effectively established the class of mammals, 

and he divided insects according to the presence or absence of metamorphoses. Although a truly natural 

system of taxonomy could not be realized before the age of Darwin, Rayôs system approached that goal 

more than the frankly artificial systems of his contemporaries. He was one of the great predecessors who 

made possible Carolus Linnaeusô contributions in the following century. 

Nor was this the sum of his work. In the 1690s Ray also published three volumes on religion. The Wisdom 

of God Manifested in the Works of the Creation (1691), an essay in natural religion that called on the full 

range of his biological learning, was his most popular and influential book. It argued that the correlation of 

form and function in organic nature demonstrates the necessity of an omniscient creator. This argument from 

design, common to most of the leading scientists of the 17th century, implied a static view of nature that was 

distinctly different from the evolutionary ideas of the early and mid-19th century. Still working on his 

Historia Insectorum, John Ray died at the age of 77. 

Information from Britannica. 

 

Yes, there was and is a lot to see at Middleton Hall, and many of the members attending said that they would 

return soon. The price for admittance for adults, incidentally, is just Ã8.00 (Ã12.50 for a guided tour). Lynne 

and I walked through the Walled Garden to the Middleton Pool, a manmade lake dating back to the 16th 

Century. It is believed to be the earliest manmade pool in Warwickshire and was originally a fish stew pool. 

Not far from the Hall is the RSPB Middleton Lakes. Described as beautiful and tranquil, Middleton Lakes is 

a mosaic of wetlands, meadows and woodland in the heart of the River Tame Valley. Several kilometres of 

trails lead visitors through a variety of rich habitats, alive with a variety of birds including grey herons, 

kingfishers and lapwings. Entry is free and information is available here https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-

and-events/reserves-a-z/middleton-lakes/ Car parking fees are Ã4.00 or you can park at Middleton Hall 

(where the loo is situated) and walk to the lakes, about a 15 minute walk. Once there you will find a visitor 

centre open at weekends and picnic tables. We intend to revisit the Hall soon, with the intention of visiting 

the nature reserve.  

 

Whilst at the Hall I took numerous photographs and you can see them here 

https://marketbosworthsociety.com/middleton-hall-summer-visit-17th-august-2023/ all 213 of them, if you 

went on the visit you may even see yourself there. See if you can spot the original door! 

 

Thanks to everyone who attended the visit, it was a lovely relaxed and interesting day.   

  

 

Lady Florence Dixie: The aristocrat who fought for women's football 
Both Peter and Ingrid had seen this article on the BBC and alerted me to it. Following the links I was sent I 

have been able to reproduce the article here, by kind permission of the BBC.  

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/middleton-lakes/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/middleton-lakes/
https://marketbosworthsociety.com/middleton-hall-summer-visit-17th-august-2023/


Lady Florence Dixie was an early supporter of women's football 

By Giancarlo Rinaldi, Correspondent. 
South Scotland reporter, BBC Scotland news website 

As the Women's World Cup is held in Australia and New Zealand, many may be unaware of the debt the 

sport owes to an aristocrat from southern Scotland. 

Lady Florence Dixie was born in 1855 at Kinmount near Cummertrees in Dumfriesshire. 

One of twins, she was the youngest of six children of the eighth marquess of Queensberry. 

She would go on to become the first president of the British Ladies Football Club (BLFC) in 1895. 

Born Florence Douglas, her family's story was a tragic and controversial one. 

Her father died in an accident while cleaning a gun, one of her brother's was killed on the first ascent of the 

Matterhorn and another was involved in the notorious Oscar Wilde libel case. 

Growing up, she travelled widely and quickly developed interests in writing, travel and sport. 

 
Lady Florence Dixie and Cetewayo king of the Zulus.(Image ï Getty Images.)  

Lady Dixie gained a reputation for her writing during her travels 

She married Sir Alexander Beaumont Churchill Dixie - nicknamed Beau - in 1875 and they had two sons. 

Soon after their births, Lady Dixie set off on a trip to South America which would form the basis of her 

book, Across Patagonia, in 1880 which established her reputation as a writer. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/womens-world-cup
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-37277397


She was appointed as the Morning Post's war correspondent in South Africa and later became a prominent 

campaigner for sex equality. 

This led to her pioneering role in sport as the first president of the BLFC. 

It came at a time when some medical professionals were calling for women and girls to be banned from 

playing. 

Those views got short shrift from Lady Dixie. 

IMAGE SOURCE, 

ALAMY 
The BLFC played its first match at Crouch End in London in 1895 

"There is no reason why football should not be played by women, and played well too, provided they dress 

rationally and relegate to limbo the straitjacket attire in which fashion delights to clothe them," she argued. 

"In association football, a player must be light and swift of foot, agile, wiry, and in good condition. 

"Are not these physical requisites just the very characteristics of good health most to be desired for 

women?" 

She said she had accepted the presidency "with pleasure" when asked to take it. 



"If the British public will only give encouragement to the idea, which is now being put into practice, of 

football for women it would soon take a firm hold and become an approved custom," she wrote. 

"Let women, therefore, go in for this most excellent game and earn for themselves that improved physique 

which will not only improve their appearance but their health as well." 

IMAGE 
SOURCE: REUTERS 
The Women's World Cup is being staged in Australia and New Zealand 

In his book, The Lady Footballers, James Lee said that she would have been an attention-grabbing 

appointment as a figurehead for the sport. 

Her notoriety and writing skills combined to provide it with greater exposure than it might otherwise have 

had. 

"Tearing down the barriers that restricted women was the core of her philosophy and motivation," he wrote. 

"The presidency of the BLFC offered her another battlefield on which to fight that war." 

Alongside team captain Mary Hutson, who played under the pseudonym Nettie Honeyball, they tried to 

change attitudes towards the women's game. 

In March 1895, the team's first match took place at Crouch End in London in front of a crowd of 10,000 

people and further games were arranged in Scotland. 

 



A plaque in honour of Lady Florence Dixie was installed at Bosworth Hall Hotel. 

Although Lady Dixie's association with the BLFC came to an end within a couple of years, her promotion 

work raised awareness of the sport in Victorian Britain and paved the way for future developments. 

She died, aged just 50, in November 1905, and was buried in the family grave at Kinmount. 

A plaque was installed many years later in her honour at Bosworth Hall Hotel in Leicestershire - where she 

lived for eight years - to recognise her importance in the fight for women's rights. 

She may not have lived to see it, but she helped to start a journey for the game to become the global 

phenomenon it is now. The Honeyballers: Women who fought to play football - BBC News 

 

As I type this we eagerly await the outcome of the Lionesses fortunes in the Womenôs World Cup.  

 

Eleanor Dixie 
I am pleased to be able to tell you that Eleanor has returned home to the United States safely and continues 

to recover from the stroke she suffered in July. Eleanor reads the Newsletter and I am sure you will all join 

with me in wishing her a speedy recovery to full health.  

 

Peter Shaw. Bosworth Field: A Battlefield rediscovered. 
You may recall that Peter asked if we could help with information about Harris Bridge and John Dexter, 

seeing the article in Aspect responded. Peter emailed me again to say that he has written an article, 

óBosworth Field: a battlefield rediscovered?ô  with his brother Jack which is published in the British Journal 

for Military History, Issue 9 March 2023. It will raise a few eyebrows, trust me.  

 

You can see the article here https://bjmh.gold.ac.uk/issue/view/125/BJMH%209%2C1 but do not worry if 

you do not have access to the internet, I have included the full article at the end of this Newsletter.  

 

On that subject, please remember that the Market Bosworth Community Library does have computers and 

knowledgeable volunteers who can help you to get online.  

 

Gladman: Application to build 125 houses on land south of Shenton Lane. 

 

Many of you will be delighted to hear that Gladman lost their appeal against non-determination and the 

application has been refused.  You can read the whole report here  Reference: APP/K2420/W/23/3317090 

(planninginspectorate.gov.uk) and select documents, appeal decision. Whilst this is excellent news and the 

Planning Manager gave the protection of the Conservation Area, as defined as a Heritage Asset substantial 

weight in making his decision. It may not be the end of the road for Gladman. If you read the documents you 

will see in paragraphs 17 & 18 that development of the field behind Stanley Road (not the field adjacent to 

Shenton Lane) would have a negligible effect on the character and appearance of Market Bosworth. This 

may encourage Gladman to reapply with housing limited to this area. Whilst I hope not we may have 

another battle to fight.  

 

Can You Help 
Hi 

Harriet Storer was my great-grandmother. I live in Adelaide, South Australia. Harriet Storer born 1859 in 

Market Bosworth  came to Adelaide in 1876. Her father was William Storer born 1806 (I think). There were 

many Storers living in both Market Bosworth and Enderby  however I do think my assumptions are correct. I 

have sufficient information about Harriet's life after she came to Adelaide, My one concern is to confirm the 

name of her parents and grandparents. I am  writing a history for my family which focuses on my 

Grandfather and  Harriet Storer. There were quite a few Storers living in Adelaide even  before Harriet 

arrived. I think she could have been influenced by them  to come to Australia. Any help you can give me 

would be greatly  appreciated.  

With respect Fay Blanks 

 

Margaret has started researching and has found an amazing amount of information in a short time. Here are 

just some of  her discoveries: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-24176354
https://bjmh.gold.ac.uk/issue/view/125/BJMH%209%2C1
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3317090&CoID=0
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3317090&CoID=0


 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

Robert (Leake) will interrogate St. Peterôs Parish Church records upon his return from down under,  but I bet 

you know something that would help Fay. Please contact via 07930149408 or 

info@marketbosworthsociety.com.  

 

mailto:info@marketbosworthsociety.com


 

A Question Answered or is it?  

 
At the end of July we received this email.  

 

 Hi  

Please would you be able to advise if the Bosworth Hall & Estate sales catalogue of 1884, ref. S1/MISC/02 

held in your archive, is the same sale as that which was reported in local newspapers of July 1885, the 

following year? If so would you be able to confirm if the details of lot 12D refers to a house occupied by T. 

Farren (my great uncle) in Church Street. It was sold for Ã650 to S. Perry in the 1885 sale according to the 

local press but wondered if the sale catalogue provided more 

details of the property, if from the same sale. 

  Thanking you in advance for any information you can provide. 

Kind regards, Rob Farren. 

 

Luckily Margaret (Howard) was already working on a copy of the 

Sale Catalogue  for 1885 and so was able to send me some scans 

which I shared with Rob. As you can see 12D does include Holy 

Bones which was at one time the property of Samuel Hunt Perry. 

We know this because he had a boundary stone placed at the 

northern edge of his property in response to Tollemache Scott 

placing one on the southern boundary of his. They are still in place 

today and can be seen on the footpath to St. Peterôs Parish Church 

from Church Street.  

The next email said: 

 

Hi Rob 

 

Happy to help, I had heard the name Thomas Farren mentioned before. I have found him in a Leicestershire 

Post Office Directory as a Tailor and Organist. Unfortunately, the item is not dated. You have probably 

already seen this 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/History_gazetteer_and_directory_of_Leice/NxUHAAAAQAAJ?hl

=en&gbpv=1&dq=Thomas+Farren+Organist&pg=PA684&printsec=frontcover  

I will let you know what we can discover about your great uncle. I have also found a reference to houses 

owned by S Perry and T Farren and will look into that in case it is linked.  

 

 

Hi there. Thanks for the additional information. Yes I will send 

you a copy of my findings regarding this branch of the Farren 

family when it's all collated. You may like to know that 

Thomas had three sons. One committed suicide in the canal, 

one died during a typhoid outbreak and one lived to old age 

and was a successful tailor and seed & beer agent. When 

Thomas himself died a very long and detailed obituary was 

placed in the local press. All this info I will send in due course. 

Thank you for your help and interest these past few days.  

Kind regards, Rob Farren. 

 

In response Rob sent me a couple of images: 

 

The cuttings came from the Hinckley Times and Bosworth 

Herald dated Saturday February 22nd, 1890. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/History_gazetteer_and_directory_of_Leice/NxUHAAAAQAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Thomas+Farren+Organist&pg=PA684&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/History_gazetteer_and_directory_of_Leice/NxUHAAAAQAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Thomas+Farren+Organist&pg=PA684&printsec=frontcover


Peter reminded me that Holy Bones was the residency of the Estate Head Keeper and that there was at that 

time a small opening/window on the East side from where the estate workers would be paid. I also found a 

mention of Mr Thomas Farren and organist here: History, gazetteer, and directory of Leicestershire, and ... 

Rutland; toget... - Google Books. Also as Rob was asking about the house I provided a link to Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough Council Planning Portal which contains details of the house from 2014, a report by the 

University of Leicester Archaeological Department. ViewDocument (hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk) I also 

found Thomas Farren, Tailor mentioned in the Leicestershire Post Office Directory (undated unfortunately).  

 

In the final email I mentioned that There was also a Farren on Main street, about 4 doors from the Red Lion, 

opposite a narrow jitty also called 

back lane. Possibly not connected 

but this Farren ran a laundry with a 

large copper boiler. On Saturdays 

and during the Bosworth Show the 

copper was used to cook chips. 

Could be a relative but I would 

date this as somewhere between 

the two world wars. I have spoken 

to people, who could recall getting 

chips from there as young children.  

 

Margaret sent even more 

information: 

 

 

The latest email from Rob reads: 

 

Hi there. Thanks for the additional information. Yes I will 

send you a copy of my findings regarding this branch of the 

Farren family when it's all collated. You may like to know 

that Thomas had three sons. One committed suicide in the 

canal, one died during a typhoid outbreak and one lived to 

old age and was a successful tailor and seed & beer agent. 

When Thomas himself died a very long and detailed 

obituary was placed in the local press. All this info I will 

send in due course. 

Thank you for your help and interest these past few days.  

Kind regards, Rob Farren. 

 

I am really looking forward to reading the Farren family 

history and I am sure you will too. For the time being if you 

can add anymore to the information please contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Market Bosworth a Seat of Learning. 
You have probably heard that the Old Rectory is under plans to turn it into a Special Education Needs 

School. As consultees of matters affecting the Conservation Area the Market Bosworth Society has been 

asked to comment upon the plans. You will recall that I circulated them last month. The result has been 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/History_gazetteer_and_directory_of_Leice/NxUHAAAAQAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Thomas+Farren+Organist&pg=PA684&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/History_gazetteer_and_directory_of_Leice/NxUHAAAAQAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Thomas+Farren+Organist&pg=PA684&printsec=frontcover
https://publicdocuments.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/PublicAccess_LIVE/Document/ViewDocument?id=9B812CE2FBFD11E5A537000C293DD959


broadly welcoming of the plans with some reservations. Together with comments from your Committee I 

submitted the following: 

The Market Bosworth Society broadly welcomes the repurposing of The Old Rectory to a SEN School. It is 

a pleasant change to have an asset imported rather than removed. Market Bosworth has a good record for 

education, there has been a school in Market Bosworth since the 12th Century. The Dixie Grammar School 

has one of the oldest foundations in the country, with benefactors on record from 1320. It was re-founded by 

the Dixie family in 1601. The present school building built in a symmetrical Tudor style between 1827 and 

1829, has a former entrance flanked by polygonal panelled turrets, above which is a cast iron plaque. With 

the Latin dedicatory inscription. (Market Bosworth Town Trail Guide and Souvenir). There are also two 

other schools in Market Bosworth, St. Peterôs Junior Academy and The Bosworth School, also an academy. 

In many respects it is a most suitable location for a special needs school. Situated on the edge of the town 

centre but within sight of a rural landscape it offers a contemplative setting suitable equally for a rectory or a 

school. We would wish that priority be given to pupils from Market Bosworth and the hub linked villages 

before widening the catchment area.  

 

Whilst we offer no objections to the plans we would wish to make the following remarks. 

¶ The street scene is to be preserved. The larger gates planned must match perfectly the existing gates 

in style and colour. This is true for all street viewed aspects. 

¶ The heraldic plaques must be retained. The inscription ñnot of the light of the eyes, but of the light of 

the mindò is highly appropriate to an educational establishments especially a SEN school.  

¶ Any alterations to the external faces of the building must use matching materials and styles.  

¶ Internal alterations (installing of lifts and widening of doors for example) must be sympathetically 

completed and must not detract from the protected nature of the building.  

¶ No extensions to be built which would be visible from Rectory Lane. 

¶ Any extensions must be of the same style and material as the existing building.  

¶ The operators of the school must engage in a dialogue with  existing schools to minimise the 
disruption to traffic flow. Rectory Lane is a one-way street and all exiting traffic must turn left and 

head for the Town Centre. We were surprised that LCC Highways have no comment to make. We 

would suggest that the Planning Officer examine a recently completed traffic survey if available or 

request that one is commissioned. There is considerable disruption and almost gridlock during the 

twice daily school runs. We would not wish for this new facility to exacerbate this situation.  

¶ There must be sufficient onsite parking for all users with ample room to exit Rectory Lane without 
causing delays.  

¶ Any large vehicles, minibuses for example, must not be parked in such a way as to obscure the view 

of the Old Rectory from Rectory Lane.  

¶ All trees and hedges to be retained and preserved especially those along Rectory Lane. The building 
must not be obscured from view from Rectory Lane.  

¶ Any building ground works must be preceded by an archaeological survey. In 2018 Bosworth Links 
a community led archaeological project dug two pits at the Old Rectory. The results can be seen here 

https://marketbosworthsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2018-186v11.pdf on pages 43 to 48.  

 

Apart from the above comments consideration must be given to the Market Bosworth Neighbourhood Plan. 

Especially Policy CE1a which requires all new building within Market Bosworth to be in keeping with its 

Character Area etc. Policy CE1b which requires new development not to harm important views (such as that 

of the Old Rectory from Rectory Lane). Market Bosworth enjoys a green canopy and that must be preserved.  

We look forward to welcoming this new facility to Market Bosworth. 

  

I hope I have captured the spirit and the detail of the comments sent to me, thank you to those who have 

submitted comments. It has been most helpful in constructing this response.  

 

The plans for a SEN school gave me an idea. If there has been a school in Market Bosworth since 1320 there 

must be some famous (or hopefully infamous) old boys and girls. Knowing that Walter Baynes, Archivist of 

the Dixie Grammar School Association (http://www.thedgsa.co.uk/) enjoys being kept busy I asked him for 

a series of articles about famous former pupils. Walter was most enthusiastic and assured me he had enough 

https://marketbosworthsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2018-186v11.pdf
http://www.thedgsa.co.uk/


material to keep articles going to Christmas at least. So, here is the first of his articles. Oh, and by the way if 

you know of anyone please send in the details.  

 

Famous Dixie Grammar School Pupils 
 

Many readers of the Newsletter will know of the Blue Plaque commemorating Thomas Hooker mounted on 

the wall of the Dixie Grammar School in the Square. 

But apart from the details contained on the plaque it is unlikely that they will know much more about the man. 

His life is worthy of a much better understanding. So who is he and what did he achieve after his time in 

Market Bosworth? 

 

 

Thomas Hooker was born in Markfield on July 5th, 1586. He joined the tiny school in Market Bosworth, along 

with eight other boys, where he would have been taught by the then schoolmaster Roger Armson. Thomas was 

allowed the privilege of being the only boarder 

at the school since he lived around ten miles 

away and would have had great difficulty in 

arriving for lessons on time, especially in the 

winter. Lessons started at 7.00 am until 11.00 in 

the mornings and from 1.00 until 5.00 in the 

afternoons. In the summer months they started at 

6.00 am. 

 

After leaving Bosworth Thomas studied at 

Queenôs College, Oxford, before moving to 

Emmanuel College, Cambridge, in 1603 in order 

to take advantage of the Dixie Scholarship there. 

It was during his time at Cambridge that he met 

John Harvard and the two became great friends. 

It was around this time that Thomas read, and 

was influenced by, William Bradshawôs book 

about English Puritanism. As Bradshaw was 

born in Market Bosworth it is possible that he 

had also been a pupil at the old school in 

Bosworth. Thomas obtained his B.A. in 1608 and 

his M.A. in 1611. He then became a Fellow on 

The Dixie Foundation at Emmanuel College - 

one of the first to receive this financial 

assistance. 

 

Thomas Hooker became the Rector of Esher 

before moving to Chelmsford where he found 

fame as a lecturer and leader in Puritanism. In 

recognition of this, near Chelmsford Cathedral, 

Essex, there is a blue plaque fixed high on the 

wall of a narrow alleyway, opposite the south 

porch, which reads: "Thomas Hooker, 1586ï

1647, Curate at St. Mary's Church and 

Chelmsford Town Lecturer 1626ï29ò. Hookerôs 

lecturing on Puritanism did not please his 

superior, Bishop William Laud, who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury. So in 1630 it was time for 

Thomas to escape Laudôs wrath and he quickly moved to Holland where he became the leader of the Puritan 

Sect there. However the group soon became disillusioned and many, including Hooker, returned to England. 

In 1633 he sailed on the ñGriffinò from Downs, in Kent, landing at Plymouth, in Plymouth Colony, 

Massachusetts, on September 3.  



 

He became the pastor of a company of Puritans who had arrived from  England the previous year. He and his 

supporters became unhappy under the 

influence of John Cotton, and in 1636 he 

led a group to Connecticut to settle and 

found the city of Hartford, named for 

Hertford, England, the birthplace of one of 

Hooker's assistants, the Rev. Samuel Stone. 

Critical of restricting suffrage to male 

church members with property, Hooker 

sought a more universal suffrage and told 

the Connecticut General Court in 1638 that 

ñthe people had the God-given right to 

choose their magistratesò. This view was an 

advanced one for his time and led some 

historians to call him ñthe father of 

American democracy,ò Hooker had no 

intention of separating church and state; he 

declared that ñthe privilege of voting 

should be exercised according to the will of Godò. He was active in 

formulating the ñFundamental Orders of Connecticutò (1639), which later helped shape aspects of the 

Constitution of the United States of America. The ñFundamental Orders of Connecticutò is often referred to 

as   the world's first written democratic constitution establishing a representative government. 

 

The Thomas Hooker died during an epidemic on July 7, 1647, at the age of 61, two days after his 61st birthday. 

The location of his grave is unknown, although he is believed to be 

buried in Hartford's Ancient Burying Ground. There is a plaque on the 

back of the First Church. Because there was no known portrait of him, 

the 1938 statue of him that stands in front of Hartford's Old State 

House, was sculpted by Frances Laughlin Wadsworth from the 

likenesses of his descendants. 

 

Hartford is not without a sense of humour regarding its origins. Each 

year in October, organisations and citizens of Hartford dress up in 

outrageous costumes to celebrate Hooker Day with the Hooker Day 

Parade. T-shirts sold in the Old State House proclaim, "Hartford was founded by a Hooker." 

 

 

National Lottery  

 
Please share with any group which may qualify for a grant.  

 

The National Lottery Community Fund have launched the new Ã75 million Community Organisations Cost 

of Living Fund.  

  

The funding is for frontline charities and voluntary, community and 

social enterprise (VCSE) organisations that are experiencing increased 

demand for critical services and increased costs in delivering them.  

  

The main priority is to fund organisations supporting low-income 

households and individuals. 

  

To be eligible, applicants must already run critical services around at 

least one of the following: 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/community-organisations-cost-of-living-fund#section-4
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/community-organisations-cost-of-living-fund#section-4


¶ Food and emergency supplies, e.g., food and baby banks or the provision of hot meals, clothes or 

toiletries. 

¶ Emergency shelter, e.g., night shelters or other accommodation for people experiencing 

homelessness. 

¶ Safe spaces, e.g., domestic abuse services and youth services. 

¶ Warmth, e.g., warm rooms and spaces. 

¶ Financial and housing advice, e.g., giving people advice because of the increased cost of living. 

  

Organisations must also be facing both: 

¶ Increased demand for these critical services, and 

¶ Increased costs of delivering these critical services. 

 

The funding can be used to cover both project and core costs retrospectively from July 2023 until 31st March 

2024. 

  

Grants of between Ã10,000 and Ã75,000 are available and the deadline for applications is 16th October 2023 

at 12 noon. 

 

And now.. 
 

 

How well do you know the Anglo Saxons? 

 
1. The original inhabitants of Britain were: 

A. The Celtic Britons 

 

B. The French 

 

C. The Romans 

 

D. The Americans 

 

2. The real Roman conquest spread through Britain after: 

A. 55 BC, with Julius Caesar's military expedition 

 

B. 43 AD, under Emperor Claudius 

 

C. 5 BC, with Julius Caesar's military expedition 

 

D. 78 AD, under Emperor Claudius 

 



3. The Anglo-Saxons began to invade Britain in the 

A. The first half of the 5th century 

 

B. 6th century 

 

C. 7th century 

 

D. 8th century 

 

4. King Arthur is the most legendary 

A. Anglo-Saxon king 

 

B. Celtic king 

 

C. Both 

 

D. None 

 

5. The Anglo-Saxon period is characterized by: 

A. The introduction of the feudal system 

 

B. The end of the feudal system 

 

C. The division of England into a number of small kingdoms 

 

D. None 

 

6. King Alfred the Great tried to stop 

A. The Anglo-Saxon invasion 

 

B. The Danish invasion 

 

C. Both 

 

D. None 

 

7. Under Canute 

A. The Anglo-Saxons extended their kingdom 

 

B. The Danish supremacy was ended 

 

C. The Anglo-Saxons ended their kingdom 

 

D. The Danish supremacy was established. 

 

8. The Anglo-Saxon king was chosen for his: 

A. Bravery 

 

B. Economic superiority 

 

C. Wealth 

 

D. Intelligence 

 

9. The ideal of Germanic cultures was that the king should strive after: 



A. Success 

 

B. Power 

 

C. Enduring fame 

 

D. None 

 

10. The scops: 

A. Celebrated the king's glorious actions 

 

B. Fought at the king's side 

C. Yielded 

 

D. None of these 

 

 

 
Are you getting excited? I am. Not long now to the Cadeby dig on the 9th and 10th of September. Gemma has 

been working very hard and we now have 18 test pits lined up. She and Mathew will be visiting next week to 

confirm that the sites are suitable. Thank you to those who came to chat with us at Cadeby Fete. It was a wet 

miserable day but we had a lot of fun and laughs chatting with the visitors. As usual I was prowling around 

the front of our stand and managed to lure several innocent and unsuspecting victims into signing up as hosts 

or volunteers. I hear that over Ã4000 was raised for Cadeby church, a fantastic amount in the rain.  

It is (as the song goes) all about YOU! We cannot do this without you so please go to 

www.marketbosworthsociety.com/bosworth-links and fill in a volunteer form. We 

will also make your friends, neighbours, relatives, colleagues, etc etc most 

welcome. There may not be many more chances for you to take part so do not 

hesitate. If you can sit down you can take part. Although big strong men and 

women who can dig are equally sought and welcome. You will get to do something 

really special, have fun and star in a professional film by the renowned Bill 

Newsinger (shown left). Bill has been an integral part of Bosworth Links since 

2017 and we are truly grateful to him for his mastery of the camera.  If you donôt 

believe me see here https://vimeo.com/billnewsinger. Whatever you do, donôt miss 

out, some do and some wish they had. 

Latest news is that the Carlton and Coton finds have now been identified and the long awaited reports will be 

available very soon.  

Come on, lets go time travelling! 

 

HISTORY LECTURES BY MONTH AT GRESHAM COLLEGE 2023-24  

You can watch these lectures on-line for free, you will need to register first.  

September 2023 

http://www.marketbosworthsociety.com/bosworth-links
https://vimeo.com/billnewsinger


Wed 20, 6pm, Ancient Goddesses of Sex and War, Professor Ronald Hutton; Central London Venue TBC/ 

Online/ Watch Later gres.hm/ancient-goddesses 

October 2023 

Tue 3, 6pm, Writing, Dr Malachi McIntosh; Gresham College, Barnardôs Inn Hall, Holborn/ Online/ Watch 

Later gres.hm/writers-windrush 

Thu 5, 6pm, Renaissance, Professor Kate Dossett; Gresham College, Barnardôs Inn Hall, Holborn/ Online/ 

Watch Later gres.hm/women-harlem 

Thu 12, 6pm, Africa, Professor Madhu Krishnan; Gresham College, Barnardôs Inn Hall, Holborn/ Online/ 

Watch Later gres.hm/literary-africa 

November 2023 

Tues 7, 6pm, Pilgrimages, Pandemics and the Past, Tom Holland; Gresham College Barnardôs Inn Hall 

Holborn/ Online/ Watch Late gres.hm/pilgrimages-holland 

Wed 8, 6pm, Were There Pagan Goddesses in Christian Europe?, Professor Ronald Hutton; central London 

Venue tbc / Online/ Watch Later gres.hm/pagan-goddesses 

Wed 22, 6pm, Antisemitic Conspiracy Theories: Past, Present and Future? Professor Richard Evans, 

Gresham College, Barnardôs Inn Hall, Holborn/ Online/ Watch Later gres.hm/antisemitic-conspiracy 

February 2024 

Wed 14, 6pm, Dragons: A History, Professor Ronald Hutton; central London Venue tbc / Online/ Watch 

Later  gres.hm/dragons 

March 2024 

Wed 6, 6pm, Ritual Nudity in History and Religion, Professor Ronald Hutton; central London Venue tbc / 

Online/ Watch Later gres.hm/ritual-nudity 

April 2024 

Wed 24, 6pm, The Western Magical Tradition, Professor Ronald Hutton; central London Venue tbc / Online/ 

Watch Later  gres.hm/western-magic 

June 2024 

Wed 5, 6pm, Witch-Hunting in European and World History, Professor Ronald Hutton; central London 

Venue tbc / Online/ Watch Later gres.hm/witches-europe 

 

 

Wars of the Roses Quiz (an easy one) 

 
1 How many years did the Wars of the Roses last? 

A. 24 
B. 30 
C. 8 
D. 15 

2 Which overmighty magnate was known as the óKingmakerô? 

A. Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick 

B. Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somerset 

C. Edmund, Earl of Rutland 

D. James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire and Earl of Ormond 

3 Why did the earl of Warwick and King Edward IV fall out? 

A. Edward insulted Warwickôs shoes 

B. Warwick joked that Edwardôs head was too big for the crown 

C. Edward embarrassed Warwick with his choice of bride 

D. Warwick was bribed to betray Edward 

4 How did Henry VI attempt to end the Wars of the Roses? 

A. He offered to abdicate, but was refused 

B. He challenged Edward IV to single combat, but was rejected 

C. He held a parade to reconcile the Yorkists and Lancastrians, but it was unsuccessful 

D. He paid an assassin to kill Richard Duke of York, but the plot failed 

5 Which pivotal figure in the Wars of the Roses did William Shakespeare later describe as a ñshe-wolfò 

with a ñtigerôs heart wrapped in a womanôs hideò? 

A. Anne Neville 

http://gres.hm/ancient-goddesses
http://gres.hm/ancient-goddesses
http://gres.hm/writers-windrush
http://gres.hm/women-harlem
http://gres.hm/literary-africa
http://gres.hm/pilgrimages-holland
http://gres.hm/pilgrimages-holland
http://gres.hm/pagan-goddesses
http://gres.hm/pagan-goddesses
http://gres.hm/antisemitic-conspiracy
http://gres.hm/antisemitic-conspiracy
http://gres.hm/dragons
http://gres.hm/dragons
http://gres.hm/ritual-nudity
http://gres.hm/ritual-nudity
http://gres.hm/western-magic
http://gres.hm/western-magic
http://gres.hm/witches-europe
http://gres.hm/witches-europe


B. Margaret of Anjou 

C. Margaret Beaufort 

D. Elizabeth Woodville 

6 According to the popular childrenôs mnemonic, who ógave battle in vainô at Wakefield on 30 December 

1460? 

A. Richard, Duke of York 

B. Richard III 

C. Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somerset 

D. Thomas Stanley, Earl of Derby 

 

 

 

Community Safety Partnership 
Here are a few items from the latest newsletter for you.  

 

HAVE YOUR SAY You can influence policing priorities in your Neighbourhood, receive updates and see 

what we are doing. Sign up to Neighbourhood Link by visiting www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk  or visit one of 

our police stations. Find out what we are doing in your area by visiting the Leicestershire Police website at 

www.leics.police.uk, use your location to find out crime statistics, the priorities you have raised and what we 

are doing about it. If you have a car with keyless entry (the door unlocks when you get near it without having 

to use the key) use a signal blocker pouch or box to store your key or fob 

 

RETAIL WATCH The partnership in Hinckley and Bosworth have provided funding via the Office of Police 

and Crime Commissioner to help support Hinckley Business Improvement District launch a system called 

DISC, which enables retailers within Hinckley town centre to report shoplifting incidents with key 

stakeholders in a timely way. This follows the successful and ongoing Hinckley BID initiative to set-up and 

finance a óPUBWATCHô DISC scheme 3 years ago. As further support to attack Hinckley town-centre crime 

and in an ongoing drive to share information via a direct communication link with CCTV ï Hinckley BID 

have issued the police, licensed venues and key retail businesses with more hand-held radios which are 

suitably located so that when issues happen in any area they can be dealt with in a timely manner by CCTV 

and the police. The CSP provided a contribution towards the funding needed to set up the DISC scheme and 

to help purchase more retail radios, with the BID covering the remainder of the cost. The RetailWatch scheme 

went live in June and will increase chances of positive outcomes in terms of apprehension, victim and public 

protection and successful prosecution. Executive member for Hinckley & Bosworth Community Safety, 

Councillor Michael Mullaney added: ñThis is fantastic news for the town centre, the retail-radio scheme has 

been created to meet local needs and for individuals to be able to share information about issues or incidents 

quickly. This is a great form of partnership working and having more radios will enable early identification of 

issues and crimeò. Hinckley BID report an enthusiastic response to this initiative with 100 signed up so far. 

BID Director Steve Wegerif said óWe are delighted to have received this additional support and to continue to 

work so closely with the OPCC and HBBC. If our town-centre businesses are to prosper, we need to help them 

protect against thieves and to increase the number of successful convictions. Our town-centre Police officers 

work very hard, we just needed to provide the tolls that help them achieve the results.ô 

 

 

Bosworth Field Rediscovered. Jack and Peter Shaw 
As promised above the full article as published in the British Journal for Military History, Volume 9, Issue 1, 

March 2023  You can view the whole of volume 9 here and jolly interesting it is too! 

https://bjmh.gold.ac.uk/issue/view/125/BJMH%209%2C1 (Hold the CTRL key whilst hovering) 
 

I hope you enjoy reading the articles. I had a devil of a job editing them to fit the pages so please bear with 

me if they are not as clear as usual. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/
https://bjmh.gold.ac.uk/issue/view/125/BJMH%209%2C1


 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


