UNIVERSITY OF
LEICESTER

|ARCHAEOLOGI CAL !

Bosworth Links

A community archaeology test-pit excavation at Market Bosworth,
Leicestershire (2017-18)

Mathew Morris ma acita
Project Officer, Archaeological Services (ULAS)

BOSWORTH LINKS 7 /\
z : : hloet{%gfﬁnd
Digging up the past LOTTERY FUNDED




Today, Market Bosworth is perhaps best recognised for
giving its name to the Battle of Bosworth, fought nearby in
1485, where the last Yorkist king of England, Richard I,

was slain. In recent years, this defining moment in history
has framed the townds narrat
visitors and tourists, especially following the discovery of
Richard I11186s remains by
archaeologists beneath a car park in Leicester in 2012.
The battleds |l ong associ
in 2015, when the kingbs
Market Bosworth on its way to Leicester Cathedral for his
reburial. Today, a memorial plaque in the Market Place
commemorates this event.
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Mar ket Bosworthoés owanfarframst or
clear. Historical research, some archaeological
excavations, and the random discovery of a few Bronze
Age, Il ron Age, Roman and
showed that it had rich archaeological potential but left
many unanswered questions particularly regarding the
origins and early development of the settlement.
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The Bosworth Links project aimed to redress these
guestions by involving residents of Market Bosworth and
its wider community in carrying out archaeological
excavations (1m sq. test-pits) in the spaces they currently
inhabit in order to make new discoveries about the history
of the places in which they lived. It was hoped that this
would inspire and stimulate wider interest in the history of
the market town and contribute to ongoing academic
research into the development of settlement, landscape,
and demography in Britain.
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Bosworth Links was a two-year community initiative set up
in 2016 by the Market Bosworth Society in partnership with
University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS)
and primarily funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the
fPavish Comdnundies intiagive Fund andtleeDixia n d s

Educational Foundation
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west of Leicester and 6 miles north of Hinckley. The
modern settlement consists of a nucleated historic core
focused around the Market Place with sprawling modern
gevelopment © the west along Station Road, and to a
lesser extent to the north along Barton Road. East of the
town, development is largely curtailed by the extensive
grqumdg @ BogworthgHpllawith somej davelapment easpoly n
the hall along The Park and to the south of Rectory Lane.

The main settlement is sited on the top of a broad hill
between c¢.125-135m above sea level, plateauing to the
east, with ground dropping into a series of narrow post-
glacial run-off valleys to the north and south, and a
broader plain to the west, all watered by tributary streams
of the River Sence.

The town lies primarily over superficial deposits of Mid
Pleistocene epoch glaciofluvial clay, sand and gravel and
bedrock deposits of Lower Triassic period mudstone.
Superficial deposits change beneath outlying areas,
downslope from the town centre, to a mixture of
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Figure 1: Distribution of worked flint, calcined bone and
prehistoric pot (c.4000-700 BC).

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2017).

Mid Pleistocene epoch diamicton and Quaternary period
clay, silt, and sand.

The Excavations

In total, 53 test-pits were excavated in 2017-18 by more
than 300 homeowners, volunteers, and students from local
schools. On average, test-pits were dug to a depth of
¢.0.6m through topsoil and subsoil. Natural substratum
was reached in 39 test-pits. For the most part, ground at
most sites was extensively reworked in the past, either
through agricultural disturbance (i.e. ploughing), building
work or gardening. However, eight test-pits did contain
archaeological features, pebbles surfaces, pits and post-
holes, and possible stone wall footings of medieval to
modern date.

Altogether, 20,573 individual finds (176kg) were
recovered. Archaeological material ranged in date from the
Neolithic to the present day and could be divided into the
following categories for analysis: flint, pottery, clay tobacco
pipe, glass, metalwork, coins, building material, industrial
residues, bone and shell, and other finds.

Prehistoric activity (c.4000-700 BC)

Prior to Bosworth Links, known archaeology across Market
Bosworth gave tantalising hints of an extensive later
prehistoric landscape around and beneath the town.
Notably, the discovery of an early Bronze Age (c.2350-
1501 BC) cremation urn at the Old Rectory on Rectory
Lane in the late 19th century, coupled with an undated
earth mound north-west of the town and an undated ring
ditch in Bosworth Park to the east, raised the possibility
that the town lay over an early Bronze Age barrow
cemetery sited on the edge of the Bosworth hilltop and
overlooking the valleys to the north, south and west.

Finds from the project appeared to support this idea. Small
quantities of flint debitage were found in 36 of the 53 test-

pits. For the most part, the assemblage comprised 1-2

flakes per test-pit, representing low-intens i t y O backg
noi sed, evidence of lithic re
occurring in the general environs of Market Bosworth,

probably in the Neolithic or Bronze Age (c.4000-700 BC),

but not necessarily in the immediate vicinity of the test-pits.

In some, individual tools like a piercer from a test-pit on
Barton Road, probably represented chance loses by
people using and moving through the landscape. In other
test-pits, more concentrated quantities of flint debitage and



the presence of tools and pottery suggested more
prolonged activity in their immediate vicinity.

Four areas stood out. West of the town (Figure 1, a) three
test-pits in the playing fields of the Primary School and
Market Bosworth School were all located within ¢.100m of
a possible barrow. Together, the test-pits produced twelve
separate pieces of flint debitage, including two retouched
flakes and a concave scraper. One flake, and a small
piece of prehistoric pottery, was possibly stratified in
subsoil at the base of one test-pit, whilst the rest were
recovered residually from higher levels. This is a relatively
large assemblage of worked flint to be found in three 1 sq.
m test-pits and, coupled with the pottery, suggested
activity was taking place nearby.

Flint tools (I-r): A concave scraper and piercer.

Neolithic pottery from a test-pit on Silk Hill.

Two other small areas of prehistoric activity were identified
¢.300 to the south-east, further along the brow of the hill
on the north side of Station Road, and on Silk Hill c.400m
to the east. The test-pits on Station Road (Figure 1, b)
produced five worked flints including a retouched natural
piece and two scrapers. Four of these flints, including both
the retouched piece and the two scrapers, all came from
one test-pit. Whilst to the north-east at Silk Hill (Figure 1,

c), three test-pits (all within a c.45m area on the hilltop)
produced a combined assemblage of ten worked flints
including a bladelet core, two retouched flakes, a concave
scraper and a side scraper. At the centre of the group, one
test-pit also produced four sherds of pot probably of
Neolithic date.

Again, these are relatively large assemblages of worked
flint, including a high percentage of tools, and at Silk Hill
the largest group of prehistoric pottery found during the
project, making it highly likely that at Station Road and Silk
Hill, both overlooking the post-glacial run-off valley to the
north, there was activity in the late Neolithic or early
Bronze Age (c.2,900-1,600 BC).

The fourth area of activity covered a ¢.300m by ¢.150m
zone in the centre of the town around the market place
(Figure 1, d), where a spread of eight test-pits each
produced 2-4 worked flints, and a further four each
produced a single flint. Altogether, these 38 flints included
secondary and tertiary flakes, six core fragments, calcined
shatter (flint effected by high temperature), and two
scrapers. These sites were all located at the centre of the
hilltop within ¢.100m of a second possible barrow site, the
cremation urn found at the Old Rectory. Here, as at the
other sites, there is not only evidence of lithic reduction
taking place in the vicinity but other activities as well i the
scrapers are tools used for hideworking and/or
woodworking and the calcined flint, in this context, could
be from heated stones used to boil water. Combined, this
suggested that there is a good chance of Neolithic or
Bronze Age occupation taking place over much of the
hilltop.

In light of the potential early Bronze Age barrow sites
around the town, and emerging evidence for later Neolithic
or early Bronze Age activity in the vicinity, it may be
significant that there appears to be a correlation between
test-pits producing larger assemblages of worked flint and
those producing calcined (cremated) bone. In all, fourteen
test-pits produced calcined bone. These were mainly
located in the centre of the town around the market place
and three test-pits particularly stood out, each producing
more than ten pieces of bone.

Calcined (cremated) bone from a test-pit on Station Road.

For bone to cremate it must have been heated to 650-
800°C, and therefore is unlikely to be produced simply by
a random process. It could represent human cremation
burials (c.4000 BC i AD 600) or some other process
requiring the cremation of animal bone (e.g. bone china,
fertilizer etc.). However, whilst it cannot be said for certain,
at this stage, that these bone assemblages do come from
disturbed prehistoric cremation burials it is certainly further
enticing evidence for an extensive later Neolithic or early
Bronze Age landscape beneath the town.



